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Am ſenüble that 1 908. not 


to conſtrue the indulgence you 


grant me of prefixing your name 


to theſe diſcourſes, into a licenſe 
to offend your delicacy, by wri- 


ting a panegyric on your charac- 


ter. - 1 will therefore leave it to 
the world, to remark the propri- 
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DEDICATION. 


ety of inſcribing a work which! is 1 i 
1 5 conſecrated to Religion and Vir- = 
tue, to a Gentleman who has al- | 


Bor it would be unjuſt to you, nn 
and ungrateful in me, to paſs o- 
ver in ſilence the encouragement 
which you are ſo ready, on every 
occaſion, to give to uſeful learn- 
ing; and particularly the ſupport 
which you have afforded to an 
Inſtitution, which has, at leaſt, 

the merit of being formed upon 

a liberal and extenſive plan, and 


intended to propagate the true 
principles : 


WAYS, both i in private and public 1 
life, ſhewn himſelf a ſteady and | 
5 zcalous friend to their intereſts. 
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| principles of ſcience, morality, 
and religion. 


Wirn ſentiments of moſt fin- 
cere eſteem and gratitude, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. © 


Ts Author of theſe Diſcourſes 
thinks it neceſſary to inform his 


- pers; that he means to aſſume 0 ho 


 charafer of the Biographer, only 7 


| ſubordination to that of the . | 


Regarding moral inſtruction as the chief 


end of preaching, he has with deſign 
avoided the diſcuſſion of controverted 
' queſtions; and without attempting a com- 
plete delineation of charafters, has ſe- 
ledted, from the hiſtory of ſeveral of the 
moſt eminent perſons whoſe actions are 
recorded in Scripture, ſuch incidents only : 
2s appeared to him beſt adapted to  Jug- 
8 e Mont of morality. 
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Abr ER TISEMENT. 
Hs has adopted this mode of addreſs, 


- not merely on account of its novelty, but 
from an expefation that the intereſting 
ſcenes, which it has given him an oppor- 

unity of deſcribing, will engage the feel. 


ings of his readers in favour of virtue; 


and alſo with a view to lead young per- 
ons into a habit of making uſeful reſtec. 
tions on the actions and charatters of 
Z men, whether repreſented in the pages 
of ſacred or civil biftory,. or ' exhibited 2 
in real ufe. 


page 94, line 14; . paſt read palfed. 


102, line 3 & 4, for ſhall read . 


120, line 22, fer at read as, 
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Hr was CALLED THE FRIEND or GoD. 


0 enjoy the friendſhip of wiſe 
and good men, is no incon- 
fderable felicity. It confirms 
the teſtimony of our own hearts, and 
beightens the pleaſures of virtuous ſelf- 
approbation: it ſecures us reſpect from 
markind in general „ vho always judge 
B . 
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2 ABRAHAM. 


of a man' 8 chercher from the oonnecti- 


ons which he forms, and the compani- 


ons with whom he aſſociates: it affords 


us an opportunity of enjoying the de- 


lights of ſocial intercourſe in their ut- 
moſt perfection: : it provides for us an 
inexhauſtible fund of inſtruction and aſ- 
ſiſtance in circumſtances of difficulty: 


it miniſters conſolation to our hearts in 
the time of diſtreſs. Such is the pow- 


er of virtuous friendſhip among men. 


How great, then, muſt be the hap- 
pineſs which reſults from enjoying the 
friendſhip of that Being, wh o is the only 


infallible judge and ſure rewarder of 
merit! How highly honoured was that 
good man, of whom it is recorded in 


the text, that he was s called the friend 


: of God 8 


Tran we may ſee upon what 


 groundsthis appellation was given to A- 
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ABRAHAM. 3 


| braham, let us take a view of ſome of 
che principal facts which illuſtrate the 
virtues of his character; attending, as 
wie proceed, to thoſe uſeful reflection, 
Lien the hiſtory of this rene pms . 


vill naturally 9 


Tas firſt appearance which: Abi. 


ham makes in the ſcripture-hiſtory, 


leads us to revere him as an eminent 


pattern of religious obedience. We 


may reaſonably ſuppoſe that this good 
man was no ſtranger to the tender feel- 
ings of natural affection. He had doubt- 
leſs been united by the ſtrongeſt ties to 
| his parents, who had been the watchful 


3 of his infancy, and the faith- 
ful guides of his youth ; and had felt 


the ſweet influences of filial love and 
gratitude. The ſeveral branches which 


had proceeded from the ſame ſtock, 


partaken of the ſame nouriſhment, and 
; flouriſhed under the ſame culture, with © 


B * himſelf, 
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4 ABRAHAM. 


himſelf, were undoubtedly objects * be. 
his moſt affectionate regard. He could 1 
not be a ftranger to that fond attach- 
ment, which every man feels for the 1 
place where he drew his firſt breath ; © 
where he enjoyed his firſt pleaſures ; 
where he firſt beheld the beauties of 
nature heightened by the charms of no 
velty; and where he firſt fat down to 1 
the feaſt of human life, with all the 
rapture which the gay imagination and 
craving appetite of youth could inſpire. 
Imagine then the emotions which Abra- 
ham felt when he received this com- 
mand from the Lord: « Get. thee out 
from thy kindred, and from thy fathers 
houſe, to a land which I hall ſhew 
thee.” 
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Tux thought of leaving his kindred | 
and friends behind him, and wandering 
abroad into a land of ſtrangers diſtreſ- 3 
ies him. Nature binds him by a ſtrong 
"EY but 
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but pleaſing chain to the threſhold of 7 
his father's houſe. Intereſt inſtructs 


him that he can no where elſe be ſo 
ſecure from danger, or enjoy ſo fair a 


proſpect of ſucceſs and proſperity. De 


judice paints his native country and his 
father's houſe in flattering colours, 


and caſting a ſhade upon the reſt of 
the world, repreſents every other place 
do his imagination as a barren and drea- 
bo ry wilderneſs. On the other hand, Pi- 


ety teacheth him, that the will of tlie 


3 1 Almighty ought 1 in the firſt place to be 
regarded; that no proſpect of preſent _ 
indulgence or temporary advantage, 


ſhould ever tempt him to violate his 
commands ; that, ſuch is the wiſdom 
and goodneſs of his Maker, that the 
path of obedience will infallibly prove 


4 the path of ſafety and happineſs; and 
that, if he obeys the divine ſummons, 


wherever he goes he ſhall enjoy the pre- 
lence of his almighty father and 
33 friend) 


6 ABRAHAM. 


| friend, and partake of the te 5 
| his providence. — Supported by thefe 
| ſentiments, the pious Patriarch con- 

quers the reluctance of nature; baniſh- 
es fear from his heart ; ſuppreſſes every 

_ paſſion which would prompt him to diſ- 
obey the heavenly voice; and reſigns 
_ himſelf entirely to the divine direction. 

By faith Abraham when he was called 
to go out into a place, which he ſhould 
afterwards receive for an inheritance, 
obeyed; and he went out, not knowing 
whither he went.” | 


Unnzr the influence of the fame di- 
vine principles, let us at all times ſub- 
mit our concerns to the guidance of that 
Almighty Being who is wiſer than our- 

ſelves! In all places, and in every con- 

dition, eſteeming his providence our 
ſecurity, and his favour our happineſs, 
let us chearfully follow, whitherſoever 
he ſhall ſee fit to conduct uss 


ABRAHAM. - 


3 HE . principles which Abra- ; 
ham had imbibed in his father's houſe . 


| accompanied him wherever he went; 5. 


and when he became “ very rich in cattle 


and filver and gold,” ſecured him _ 
the ſnares of * 


Taz power of riches to corrupt the 
human heart hath often been obſerved, 
and often experienced. Inſtead of uni- 
ting us more firmly to the author of all 
good in the bonds of love and gratitude 

as undoubtedly they ought — how 
frequently is it ſeen that they alienate 
the ſoul from God, and render us un- 
mindful of his providence, unthankful 
for his mercies! Inſtead of increaſing; 
our benevolence, in proportion as they 
enlarge our opportunities of doing good 
— as might reaſonably be expected 
how often do they ſwell the heart with 
pride, that unſocial and unfriendly paſ- 
ſion, and miniſter fuel to the flames of 


Md - conten- 


contention! Theſe however are not the 


neceſſary conſequences of wealth. In 


the heart which hath been carefully cul- 


tivated and improved by the hand of 


wiſdom, it produceth far different ef- 


fects; it produceth the fruits of piety 
: towards God, and of good-will towards : 


22 men, | 


Sven were its fruits in the heart of 


Abraham. In the midſt of all his a- 


bundance, and all the cares and avo- 


_ cations with which it was accompanied, 


he never forgat the God © who giveth 


| Power to get wealth.” Wherever he 
went, © he built an altar to the Lord,” 


No was the benevolence of Abra- 


ham in the leaſt degree inferior to his 


piety. Witneſs his behaviour to Lot, 


his brother's ſon, when a contention 


aroſe between them concerning the 
place of their reſidence, Wealth, 
| which 
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ABRAHAM. 9 


which is the occaſion of moſt of the 
quarrels that happen in the world, 
gave riſe to the diſpute. © The land 
was not able to bear them, that they 
might dwell together; for their ſub- 
ſtance was great, ſo that they could 
not dwell together.“ The ſtrife began 
between the herdmen of Abraham's 


cattle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle. 


PRIDE and ambition are plants which 


will flouriſh in any foil; and thoſe who 


have nothing of their own to contend 
about, or value themſelves upon, are 
often ſeen to derive to themſelves an 
imaginary importance from the wealth. 
and greatneſs of thoſe on whom they 


depend. Hence ariſe many contenti- 


ons among perſons whom, one would 


think, prudence ſhould teach to alle- 
viate the hardſhips and burdens of po- 


verty and ſervitude, by mutual Kind- 


ml and harmony. And the fire of 


B 5  diſſention. 


10 ABRAHAM. 


 difſention which i is by this or any other uy 
means kindled among ſervants, may 
ſoon communicate itſelf to their ma. 
ters, and produce the moſt deſtruc- 
tive conſequences, unleſs they have 

the diſcretion and reſolution to extin- 

: — it at its firſt appearance. 


Hap Abraham cemitged 0 the ppi 
rit ofanimoſity which was raiſed between 
his own ſervants and thoſe of Lot, and 

liſtened to the complaints that were 
doubtleſs made to him, it might have 
occaſioned a diſaffection and enmity 
between him and his nephew, 2 

could never have been removed; 
might have expoſed them both, to 3 

ridicule and reproach and the en- 
croachments and ravages of the Cana- 
anites and Perizzites, who then dwelt 

in the land. Abraham had too much 

wiſdom not to foreſee, and too much 

; generoſity n not to be deſirous of pre- 
venting 


A B R A H A M. 1 


venting theſe conſequences. Inſtead 
ol claiming the right of choice, which | 
24 ſeniority and the relation in which he 
ſtood to Lot ſeemed to allow him;— 
| inſtead of waiting to receive the „ 
propoſals of accommodation from Lot, 
from whom it ſeemed natural to ex- 
; pect them; with a degree of civility 
and politeneſs which might have done 
honour to a court; —with a degree of 
condeſcenſion and benevolence which 
was worthy of the friend of God, he 
ſald unto Lot, © Let there be no ſtrife, 
I pray thee, between me and thee, and 5 
between my herdmen and thy herdmen; 
or we be brethren. Is not the whole 
land before thee? Separate thyſelf, 1 
pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take 
the left hand, then I will go to the 
tight; or if thou depart to the right 
hand, then I will go to the left.” 
1 What beautiful ſimplicity of expreſſion! 
| B 6 What 


4192 
- 2 


„„ B R A H A M. 


| What amiable mikdneſf of Spell, 


and n, of ſentiment! | 


Hlerr deed would it be for the | 


world, if all the ſons of diſcord and 


ſtrife would learn of Abraham a leſſon 
of condeſcenſion and compliance! 


f Were mankind more generally govern- 
ed by the amiable ſpirit which he diſ- 


covered in this affair, how much ali- 
enation of heart, how many angry 
looks, hard ſpeeches, and malicious 


actions, in private life — how much 
of the fury of a party ſpirit, in civil or 


religious ſocieties how many of the 


contentions which ariſe between princes, 
and of thoſe dreadful calamities in 


which their quarrels involve mankind | 


— might be prevented ! 


5 Tu whole world does not afford 
room enough for. thoſe violent and reſt- 


leſs ſpirits who. delight in conten- 
: tion, 


A B R A H A M. 1 


tion, to pal along, ichout uſing 8 


: 1 againſt their peaceable neighbours 
and diſturbing their repoſe. But the 


man who poſſeſſeth the ornament of a 
meek and quiet ſpirit, will always be 
ready to ſtep aſide out of his way, ei- 


ther to the right hand or to the left, 


to ſuit the convenience or gratify the 


inclination of his brother. And in the : 


eſtimation of the generous mind, all 
mankind are brethren. We are all 
partakers of the ſame nature; offspring 
of the ſame Almighty Parent; fed by 


the ſame bountiful hand; united in 


the ſame general ſociety, and ſharers 
in the ſame enjoyments and hopes. 
And ſhall children of the ſame family, 
when they ſit down to partake of the 
plentiful proviſion which the merci- 


= ful Father of all hath prepared for 
them, contend with each other, for 
| the uppermoſt ſeat at the feaſt; or be 
diſſatisfied with their Portion of the 


entertain- 


entertainment, and envious of the ſnare 
which falls to another's lot? — Vet thus 
unnatural and ridiculous are moſt o ß 
the contentions which happen among 
mankind. Inſtead of inſiſting, witn 
punctilious exactneſs, upon every thing 
which we imagine to be our due, and 
thinking it a neceſſary point of honour 
to adhere in every inſtance to our 
right; let us then, in caſes which do 


not materially affect our happineſs or 


that of others, be ever ready to recede 
from our lawful claims, and for the 
ſake of peace to give way to the pre- 
judices and indulge the humours of 


_ Others. 


 AnoTreR incident in the life of 
Abraham, which caſts new light upon 
| his character, is his behaviour to three 
| ſtrangers, who, as the hiſtory informs 
us, afterwards appeared to be angels. 

In this tranſaction he exhibits before 
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ABRAHAM. 15 


us a el amiable pattern of fe 


lity. Though he ſeems to have been 
at firſt wholly unacquainted with the 
. dignity of his gueſts, he treated them 


- with the utmoſt. civility. and reſpect. 


me < When he ſaw them, he ran to meet 
them from the tent door, and bowed 1 
himſelf toward the ground.” So na- 

trurally doth a kind and friendly diſ- 

poſition produce a courteous and ob- 


1 liging deportment. 


Tuovon modern times may have 
carried the forms of good breeding to 


ad degree of refinement unknown in the 
early ages of the world, true politeneſs 


hath its foundation in nature, and is 
neither inconſiſtent with paſtoral ſim- 
plicity, ſtrict integrity, nor pure reli- 


gion. 


; Crvitity and benevolence are near- 
ly allied, and generally. go hand in 
Hand. 


6 ABRAHAM. 


hand. They did ſo in the t caſe, = 3 
After Abraham had bowed himſelf to 


the ground, he ſaid, © If now I have 


found favour in your ſight, paſs not 


away, 1 pray you, from your ſervant. 


Let a little water, I pray you, be 
fetched, and waſh your feet, and reſt 
yourſelves under the tree; and I will 

fetch a morſel of bread; and comfort 6 - 

: ye your hearts; after that ye ſhall pass 
on.“ When he ſaw them approaching, 

5 bs did not withdraw himſelf from their 

ſight, to avoid their company, as chur- 


liſhneſs and avarice might have taught 


him to do; he did not even wait to 
ſee whether they would of themſelves 7 


turn in to his tent, and aſk relief from 


the friendly hand of hoſpitality : but, | 


with that benevolence of heart which 
makes a man ready to every good 


work, he went to them, and intreated 


them to reſt and refreſh themſelves un- 
der his roof. 
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_ == Av the Tiberality and chearfulneſz 
| . | with which he provided for their re- 
"= freſhment, was equal to the courteſy ö 
and friendlineſs of his invitation. 
Though he could not grace his table 
with thoſe elegancies which the luxury 
1 of later ages has invented, his enter- 
1p tainment Was not the leſs plentiful, 
vor did he give his gueſts theleſs hearty 
welcome. He employed Sarah to make 
n cakes of three meaſures of the fineſt 
©} meal; ke ran himſelf to the herd, and 
1 fetched a calf, tender and good, and 
gd gave it to a young man, to dreſs it:“ 
1 C1 and when the proviſion was ready, 
x he ſet it before them, and ſtood by 
them under the tree, and they did 
cat,” 


| War a beautiful picture of nature 
in her ſimpleſt attire! Say, ye ſons 
of luxury and exceſs, is there a plea- 
ture to be found at your moſt ſplendid 


and 


ABRAHAM. 


5 and coſtly tables, which Abraham and 
his gueſts did not enjoy, at leaſt in 
equal perfection, at his humble board? 
Are ye more happy, when a friend or 

a ſtranger ſits down to partake of your 
richeſt and moſt luxurious entertain- 
ments, than this good man was, when 


he ſtood under the tree, and ſaw the 


ſtrangers eat of the ſimple repaſt which 
he had ſet before them? Is your hoſ- 

pitality greater—is it more free from 

the tincture of vanity— than was his? 


Do your numerous and artificial viands 


miniſter higher gratification to your vi- 
tiated taſte, than the plain and una- 


dulterated food of nature affords to 
the craving appetite of the labouring 


man? What then have ye gained, 
by departing from the ſimple path of 


nature, and making yourſelves the 
iq llaves of luxury — faſhion? 


Tur hiſtory leads us, in the next 
place, 
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5 place, to Sihl Abraham in his | 
_ domeſtic and relative character : it in- 
forms us, that the Lord ſaid concern- 
ing Abraham, c know him, that he 
will command his children, and his 
houſehold after him; and they ſhall 
keep the way of the Lord, to do juſ- 
tice and judgment.“ It was the firſt. 
object of this good man's concern with 
regard to his children and domeſtics, 
that they ſhould be governed by the 
principles of true religion, and that 


they ſhould live in the continual ob- 


ſervance of the laws of righteouſneſs. 
To accompliſh this important end, he 
employed all the influence of his in- 
ſtructions, example, and authority. 


Axp herein he diſcovered his wil-. 


dom, and his parental affection, no leſs 
than his piety. For religious and vir- 
tuous principles are the beſt lega- 
cies which Parents can bequeath to 


their | 
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ö hier children. Since virtue is the 7 
greateſt ornament and higheſt felicity = 
of human nature; ſince it is probably 1 
the road to health, reputation ang 
_ proſperity in this world; ſince it cer- 
tainly brings with it the moſt invalua- 
ble bleflings, a peaceful conſcience, 7 
the favour of Almighty God, and the 5 
hope of eternal life; how can parents 2p 
ſo judiciouſly manifeſt their love to 
their offspring, as by training them up 
in the way in which they ſhould go?“ 
what compenſation will the greateſt 
abundance of riches, the higheſt ho- 
nours, or even the moſt extenſive learn- 
ing make them, for the want of thoſe 
religious principles and virtuous habits 7 
which are the only true and laſting : 
: foundation of ae 
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By all the nameleſs ſenſations a 
tenderneſs which ye whom heaven 


5 855 bleſſed with children feel towards 
them, Wl 
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1 } chem, be entreated, then, to mike 


their improvement in piety and virtue 
your chief concern. That you ſhould 
provide as far as you are able for their 
comfortable ſupport and happy ſettle- 
ment in life, is undoubtedly your du- 
ty. Nor is it leſs your duty to afford 
them every opportunity in your power 
bor improving their underſtandings, 
and laying up ſtores of uſeful and or- 


2 
7173 


YH bann aer knowledge in their minds. 


1 0 But let it never be forgotten, that 


nu che principal part of education, is the 


education of the Heart. Endeavour by 


1 ; | every method in your power, to inſpire 
1 7 0 them with a reverence for the Supreme 


= Being, with gratitude for his innume- 
= 7 rable mercies; with a ſenſe of honour 
and love of virtue; with ſentiments of 
7 generoſity and compaſſion towards their 


1 fellow creatures; with a regard to truth; 
and with a conſciouſneſs of the digni- 


1 1 and excellence of their rational na- 


ture. 5 
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ture. on this foundation aſſt them 
in raiſing the ſuperſtructure of a man- 


ly, virtuous and uſeful character. In 


1 word, imitate the example of the 
> pious Patriarch; and ſo command 
your children and houſehold after you, 
c that they may keep the way of the 
Lord, to do juſtice and judgment.“ 


In laſt important event recorded 
in the ſacred hiſtory concerning Abra- 
ham, is that of his offering up his ſon 
Iſaac. This action is juſtly conſider- 
ed as the moſt illuſtrious and ſtriking 
inſtance of that faith in God, for which 
he is ſo often mentioned in Scripture 
with applauſe ; and, with reference to 
which he is particularly pointed out 
: as A proper pattern for our imitation. 
Let us then examine into the nature of 
the faith of Abraham; and enquire on 


what account it was ſo highly accept· 
able to God. 


Paten 


WI 
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1 1 as it was Sl by chis 
Patriarch, muſt doubtleſs mean ſome- 
W chiog more than a bare aſſent to the 
4 truths of religion, in conformity to the 
opinions and in compliance with the 
1 bj examples of others. Such a faith as 
this, though perhaps the only faith 
3 15 which many poſſeſs, is ſo far from hav- 5 
3 ing in it any degree of merit, that 1 it 
betrays a culpable indolence and ſervi- 
| "3h of e and a ſhameful 1 - 


I . duch a eee 5 the 3 . 
1 5 reſults from deliberate and impartial 
eenquiry. For though the diligence 
3 with which a man ſearches after truth, 
f ; and the chearfulneſs with which he re- 
eeives it wherever it is found, have in 
1 hems doubtleſs, ſome degree of merit; 
vet t the opinion, or r faith, which i is the 
' conſe- . 
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7 conſequence of hack enquiry, cannot be | 3 
1n itſelf meritorious; ſince opinions al- 9 9 
ways neceſſarily follow ſrom the per- Y 

ceptions of the underſtanding. The L ; 

7 degree of care and accuracy with which 1 5 

we conduct our enquiries, is in our x 
own power; but the. concluſions we 

draw, and the judgments we form from 72 5 
them are not ſo: theſe muſt unavoida- 
| bly be determined by the apparent 
weight of evidence, and ſtrength of ar- 

gument. Opinions, as ſuch, can there- 3 5 
fore neither be virtuous nor vicious. 


Tux faith of Abraham, a which Was 
imputed to him for righteouſneſs, A 
was an active principle of religion, 
which included in it a rational convic- 7 
tion of the power, wiſdom, goodneſs, Þ . 
and faithfulneſs of the Supreme Being, 
and which produced a cordial reliance 20 
on every divine promiſe, and a chear- 1 
ful obedience to every divine command WM 

Hence 


* MA 
3 n 
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9 | Hence it was that he received without 5 
heſitation the promiſe of a numerous 
2 reer : and hence it was that, in 
8 F the preſent caſe, he executed without 
3 | complaining a moſt trying and Rom 
| e 


1 Now will any thing Wort of weh an 
. active and efficacious principle of reli- 
8 gion as Abraham here diſcovered ren- 
2 1 der us acceptable to God, or be impu- 
e- : 75 ted to us for righteouſneſs. If we pro- 
feels to believe in the providence and 

| | government of Almighty God, in the 
as A divine authority and character of Jeſus 
4, Chriſt, and in the promiſe of eternal 
1n, life; unleſs our faith leads us to a cor- 
c- 3 dial acquieſcence in the divine appoint- 
ments, to a chearful obſervance of the 
ng, : 5 laws of righteouſneſs, and to diligence 
nce in our preparation for the lite to come, 
ar it will Profit us nothing. 
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AcREEABLE to theſe nen is the 
language of St. James. Faith, if it 
hath not works, is dead being alone. 
Thou believeſt that there is one God; 
thou doeſt well: the devils alſo believe : 

and tremble. But wilt thou know, O 
vain man, that faith without works is 
dead? Was not Abraham our father 
juſtified by works, when he had offer 
ed Ifaac his ſon upon the altar? Seeſt 
thou how faith wrought with his works; 

and by works was faith made perfect? 

and the Scripture was fulfilled which 
faith, Abraham believed God, and it 
was imputed to him for righteouſneſs ; 
and he was called the friend of God. 20 
Ye ſee then, how that by works a man 
is juſtified, and not by faith only; for 
as the body without the ſpirit is dead, 

fo faith without works is dead alſo.” 


1 
ll 

1 

J 


b | 
; 1 
111 
a [| » . 
or 17 
i 4 
| 
't 
\ | {t 
e : 
x | 
: 13 p 
f 4 
: 
'} þ 
; 
. ' 
it j 
' 
i 
fy 
| 
q ' ; 
| $11 
' Mt 
; 12 
j g "ij 
4 : 
x 


| [ 
I * 
N 
$i! | 
! 5 
# : 
1 


. 


SERMON II. 


ON THE 


* - 1 « * 
. ? : ; 
A 3 
þ 3 <0 Mo a 
Sd. "RY * p , 3 7 
: Pe; 
F 2 6 4 ©. ; 5 
: , * ö 5 | 
(05 "IF 2 * 7 * : 
—_ P 9 * . 
2 $1 _ 8 v . . 
! . 3 24; ” : , 5 | Now 
* L 
. * . 4 
"© . . 


d Gxvrsfs xxv. 27. 


beo WAS A PLAIN MAN DWELLING 
IN TENTS. 


0 JT HE character of a plain man, in 
b 1 5 the uſual acceptation of the term, 
» implies honeſty and integrity of diſpo- 
ſition and ſimplicity of manners; di- 
e oppoſed to every ſpecies of dif- 
1 guiſe, artifice, or duplicity, and ap- 
1 C2 proaching 


e 


proaching towards that . of 
temper and rudeneſs of ſpeech, which 


are inconſiſtent with civility and pru- 
dence. And the application of this 
Phraſe to Jacob in the text, together 


with the ſuppoſed alluſion to theſe words 


in the teſtimony which our Saviour 


bears to Nathaniel, has given this Pa- 


triarch a reputation for plainneſs and 
ſimplicity of character, which, as we 
hall ſoon learn from the hiſtory of his 
| Ts he little deſerved. 


From the contraſt which ſeems in- 
tended in the text between the charac- 


ter of Eſau and Jacob, and from the 


view which the hiſtory gives us of their 


reſpective diſpoſitions: and manners, I 


am inclined. to. follow the interpretati- 
on of a judicious Commentator; * who 


* vide Le Clere in loc. | 
tranſlation 


_ underſtands the word which in our 


29 


tranſlation is ene, a Mis man, 
as denoting a man of a gentle and 


quiet temper ; and ſuppoſes that the 


hiſtorian meant to characteriſe Eſau 
as an active, daring and turbulent 
ſpirit, fond of the ſports and exerciſes 
of the field, and Jacob as a. meek and 


peaceable man, who took delight in 


the tranquil occupations and amuſe- 
ments of paſtoral — 1 


Prxnars perſons of mild and gen- 
tle diſpoſitions, are naturally more in- 
clined than others to ſtudy and prac- 
tiſe the arts of deceit. Always timid 
and apprehenſive of danger, but a- 
verſe to an open attack of the ene 
my, they have recourſe to ambuſcade 
and treachery. Having the ſame ends 
to accompliſh with other men, but 
wanting reſolution to purſue them in 
a direct and vigorous manner, they 


call | in the aid of cunning and fraud, 


C 3 „ 


. 


800 ſupply the place. of courage and 
: activity. 


Tus general obſervation is con- 

firined by the conduct of Jacob, in 
two remarkable inſtances, while he 
was yet a young man and dwelt in 
his father's houſe. 


This brother Eſau enjoyed the ho- 
nour and privilege of ſeniority. In 
theſe times of ſimplicity, as well as 
in later ages, ſeveral important dif- 
tinctions belonged to the elder bro- 
ther as his birth-right. He was en- 
titled to the firſt bleſſing from his fa- 
ther, who before his death with pro- 
_ Phetic ſolemnity pronounced the fu- 
ture condition of his children; and he 
Inherited whatever privileges or pol- 
ſeſſions were entailed on the family. 
Jacob envied Eſau the honour of re- 
755 ceiving the firſt. benediction from 
| „ "heir 


37 
thete fakes kr; and of inheriting 


the promiſes made to Abrabir. 
Eſau one day returning from the 


field, fatigued with labour and faint 


with abſtinence, at the inſtant that 


Jacob was ſitting down to his uſual 


repaſt, aſked permiſſion of his bro- 


ther to partake with him of the re- 


freſhment. Jacob, who was, in the 
preſent inſtance at leaſt, more incli- 
ned to make a profitable. bargain for 


| himſelf than to perform an act of 


generoſity. to his brother, thinking 
this a favourable opportunity of ex- 
torting from Efau the privilege of 
his birth-right, refuſed to comply 


with his requeſt, on any other con- 


dition, than that he ſhould immedi- 
ately transfer to him, by a ſolemn 
oath, all the rights of ſeniority. 
Eſau was not now in a condition to 
deliberate upon the equity of the pro- 


poſal. Nature urged her demands 
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with too much importunity to be de- 8 
nied. He conſented; and probably 
would have conſented, if a kingdom 
had been the price of his refreſhment : 
for the reaſoning by which he ſatis- 
fied himſelf would have been in this 
caſe equally concluſive ; © behold I am 
at the point to die, and what Profit 


—— — 


n 


ſhall this Wire enn * me ?” 


4 Ir Eſau Tolls culpable for nat ſetting 


a higher value on his birth-right; 
ſurely Jacob was not leſs criminal in 
thus meanly taking advantage of his 
ſituation, to force from him a ſurren- 
der of rights, for which he gave him 
no equivalent, and which Eſau him- 
ſelf, how much ſoever he might in 
this moment of trial deſpiſe them, 
_afterwards ſought with - tears to re- 
Bain. 


Tuts is a ſpecies of meanneſs which 


mw 
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we often ſee pradtiſed in the world. 
When neceſſity compels a man to part 
with his poſſeſſions, how ſeldom will 


he find an honourable and generous 


purchaſer! How many greedy plun- 


derers will flock around him, in hopes 
of making ſome advantage of his 
misfortunes, who to enhance their 
gains will depreciate the value of his 
property; and after having ungene- 
-rouſly enriched themſelves by a bar- 
gain, to which the ſufferers © pover- 
ty and not his will conſented,” will 


perhaps have the effrontery to call 
themſelves his benefactors and friends! 
The inſults of mock friendſhip, are 


1 the heavieſt part of the burden of po- 


verty. 


A $1MILAR kind of baſeneſs, but 


ſtained with a ſtill deeper die of guilt, 
is that of leading the inexperienced 
and 1 incautious 5 into the haunts 
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5 of licentiouſneſs and vice, and tempt- N 
ing him to reſign his innocence and 
peace for the ſake of indulging a 
preſent inclination, His virtue is his 
| birth-right, for which no momen- 
tary pleaſure can be an equivalent: 
every young man who has not alrea- . 
dy parted with it, values it above all o: 
ther treaſures. No young man, I be- 
lieve I may venture to aſſert, ever made 
a deliberate and calm ſurrender of his 
virtue. It is only when paſſion is im- 
petuous and will be obeyed, that 
innocence is bartered for pleaſure. 
And therefore, although I blame the 
youth who at any time, or for any 
price, ſells this birth-right, I blame 
bim much more who leads him into 
a ſituation where nothing but the 
clamours of appetite and paſſion can 
be heard, and there tempts him to 
make the fatal exchange. Can there 
be a character baſer or more danger- 
- ous. 


x ” ce 0 * 35 


ous chan this? T 1 of one, and 
but one; it is that of the man who 


5 employs the ſame arts, to betray the 


prize, which every man of honour will by 
prote&t—female v virtue. 


Gun baſe ao makes A man fit 


more capable of committing another. 
After Jacob had extorted the birth- : 
right from his brother, he was prepa- 
red to defraud his father of his bleſſing. 


He might have claimed it as his due, 


in virtue of the agreement which he 
had made with Eſau: but whether it 
was that his heart reproached him 
for the manner in which the bargain 


had been made, or whether (Which is 
more probable) he was apprehenſive 


that his father would not admit the 
claim; he thought proper to decline 
it, and to make uſe of indirect and diſ- 


honeſt means to obtain his end. 
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and ſoon become eminent maſters in 


the arts of iniquity. There are few 
perſons indeed ſo totally corrupt 
both in principle and practice, as 
to wilh to ſee their children as vicious 
as themſelves; they generally endea- 
vour though probably without much 


hope 


In 1 crime, however, 1 acob = 
was only a partner and accomplice : 
his mother was the principal agent: 
the contrived the fraud, furniſhed him 
with the means of deception, and put 
the lie into his mouth. With ſuch 
a prompter, it is not at all ſurpriſing 
_ that the young man acted his part ſuc- 
ceſsfully. When parents condeſcend 
to become teachers of wickedneſs, 
they will generally find their children 
ready ſcholars. Example alone is of. 
ten ſufficiently ſucceſsful in corrupting 
the manners of youth; but when pre- 5 
cept is added, it may well be expect- 
ed that they will make a rapid progreſs, 


2 2 . A | | 4 


due of a anion he 
fatal influence of their bad example 
by good inſtruction and advice. But, 


1 7 in ſome caſes, a blind and imprudent 


* fondneſs may incline a parent to lead 
his child into forbidden paths. It was 


3 x * Rebekah's partiality for her ſon Jacob, 


and her deſire of obtaining for him the 
fitſt bleſſing, which tempted her to 


"= 1 deviſe and affiſt him in executing a 

1 5 ſcheme of fraud and falſehood to im- 

poſe upon his father. And it is no un- 
8 common thing to ſee parents employ- 


„ 205 
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1 ing baſe and iniquitous means to enrich 
0 1 their offspring; and even encouraging 


them to enter on employments or en- 


gage in ſchemes, which will almoſt 
unavyoidably lead them to ſacrifice their 


integrity at the ſhrine of wealth and 
grandeur. Such parents do the moſt 


neſs; and inſtead of obtaining for 
them : 


fatal injury to their children, where 
they intend them the greateſt kind- 
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es them a blefling, bring upon them 2 5 


5 curſe. 


1 was i 0 by his ; 
mother to paſs himſelf upon his father, 
| whoſe ſight was decayed through age, 


for Eſau. And he executed the de- 1 5 0 
ception with ſo much dexterity, that [ 5 
Iſaac received him as his firſt born, 


and gave him the bleſſing. During 
the proceſs indeed, Iſaac entertained 
ſome ſuſpicions of unfair proceedings. 


Jacob and his mother had been fo 


expe ditious in providin g the repaſt b 0 | 
which Iſaac expected from the hands of ß 


his ſon Eſau, that when Jacob brought 
it to him, he ſaid, How is it that 
thou haſt found the veniſon ſo quick- 


ly, my fon?” One lie commonly re- 


- quires another to hide it. Jacob's in- 
vention, which was now upon the 
ſtretch to ſave his credit with his fa- 
ther and carry on the impoſition, im- 
mediately 
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J bedistely ſug ede an anſwer: Be- 
. the Lord thy God brought it to 


| ; me. Iſaac did not imagine his ſon 


capable of calling upon the great name 
of the Lord his God in confirmation 


14 of a falſchood, and therefore — 5 
1 vielded to the . 


In like manner, and generally wk 


1 he like ſucceſs, have impoſtors 1 in all 
ages concealed their frauds under 
"np the cloak of religion, and deceived 5 


mankind i in the 1 name of the LANG 


Troven -Jacnd- was kiccefoful in 


1 his attempt to impoſe upon his father, 
his fraud did not paſs wholly unpuniſn- 
cd. It kindled in the breaſt of his 
w © brother a flame of reſentment which 


cchreatned his deſtruction, and obliged 


+ him for the preſervation of his life, 
to fly from his father's houſe to a diſ- 


i 11 tant country. It is * that this 


circum- : 


40 4 A 8 0 B. 
: ances and the reflections which | 2p 4 
years and experience ſuggeſted, wrought | 
a change in his diſpoſitions and man- 
ners; for through the remainder of * 7 
his life we find few actions which de- 74 £7 
| ſerve cenſure, and many traits in his 
character ny of r and i im: 
: tation. _ 15 


Fo Was: EN J acob arrived at the houſe 
of his uncle Laban, he met with a 9 mn 
friendly and affectionate reception, 
which doubtleſs at his inexperienced 

and unſuſpecting age, paſſed for a = 

ſure preſage of 'happineſs in his new ß 
| ſettlement. But he ſoon found that 
—___ _avaricewas the reigning paſſion in his 
W uncle's heart, and ſuffered repeated 0 
| EO injuries and oppreſſions from this quar- 
r. Having ſerved ſeven years for 1 f ö 

Rachel (which ſeemed to him but a Þ : 

few days for the love he had to her) 

Laban gave him his elder ee 1 
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. 4 obliged him to "OD another Fen 


"years | before he would fulfib the agree- 5 
ment. And aſter this he diſtreſſed and 


Hharraſſed him, till at length Jacob 

or 4 was compelled to leave this ſtate of 
9 1 bondage and ſeek ſore new habita- 
be. 


Taz hardſhips | 1 ſuffered, ant par- 


4 | ticularly the diſappointments he met 
vith here, though they might per- 


| haps be a proper puniſhment for 


the frauds he had practiſed when 


= By young, | in his father's houſe, were by 
b 8 o means an equitable return ſor his 
fidelity and affection to the houſe of 
L Laban: and one cannot help ſympa- 


4 ing with him under his ſevere 


treatment; and rejoicing to find that, 
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1 ee ee all the unkindneſs 
ax and oppreſſion of his uncle, his induſ- 
3 , try and faithfulneſs were ſo far reward- 
: ; ed by e that upon croſſing the 


river | 


as * A 8 0. B. 


5 A interval bent years havilg 
now paſſed ſince his brother Eſaus 
enmity againſt him commenced; Jacob 
formed the laudable purpoſe of at- 
| tempting to regain his friendſhip. His 1 
conſcience inſtructed him that, as his 
own conduct had occaſioned the ſepara- 
tion, the firſt ſtep towards agreement 
ought to be on his part. And his hu - 
mility and remaining affection for his 
brother rendered this no difficult taſk. 
Accordingly he ſent meſſengers to 
Eſau to inform him of his welfare, 
and ſolicit a reconciliation. But when 


they returned and told him that Eſau 


Was coming to meet him with four 
hundred men, he was greatly alarmed 


g ** his brother ſhould ſtill meditate 


revenge, 


3 river en on bi return home ks : 1 
Could ſay, With my ſtaff I paſſed 
over this Jordan, and now am become by; 
two bands,” 1 


oY : 
a 
1 

IF 


0 each other, Jacob paid his brother 
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bw, venge, and prepared to appeaſe his 
Fo. anger by valuable preſents. His fears, 
however, were ſoon removed: and 

feeing Eſau and his train approaching, 
he diſpoſed his family and attendants 
| in their proper order, and went out 


meet him. When they came near 


the moſt expreſſive marks of reſpect, 


mn 1 


6 "Y Peg himſelf ſever al times TO. the 


Esa overcome by this mbar 


5 . 
| © 


1 ou and by the pleaſure of ſee- 
1 ing a brother who was born and edu- 

"ated with him after ſo long an ab- 
 nce, ran to meet him, and embraced 


h m, and fell on his neck and kiſſed 


him. Reſentment could now find no 
Place in his breaſt; for it was wholly 
SY Pp fefſed and powerfully agitated by 


the milder and more pleaſing paſſions 


tenderneſs, love, and joy. Jacob 
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Vas no leſs cranfported with pleaſure f 
to meet with ſuch tender affection fron 12 
the man from whom he had juſt befor 45 
expected nothing but rage and de. 0 
ſtruction; to embrace a brother whoſe 1 
5 face he dreaded to behold; and to a | 
find that union of hearts, which nature 1 3 
had eſtabliſhed between them but "8 
which his own treachery had deſtroy wn 
ed, ſo happily and unexpeRtedly rc. 
ſtored, Both felt emotions of joy 


1 —both wept. 


paſſion were over, Eſau made enqui- 
ry concerning Jacob's family and the 


which nothing but tears could expreß "I, 
EE Ami the firſt tranſports of their. - 


ſervants and cattle which attended him; 1 
and received this anſwer; © Theſe art fe f : 
to find grace in the ſight of my Lord“ 
wu e and irn eli 3 8 


have Gm my brother, keep 0 nm 
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C. ou haſt unto. thyſelf, » At laft, 
however, Jacob's repeated entreaties 
i prevailed, and he accepted the tokens | 


his friendſhip. And when they had 
en an alledem leave of each o- . 
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z mild and ſubmiſſive behaviour to 
Fonquer the moſt vehement or inve- 
rate reſentment; or a better illuſ- 
1 on of the maxim of Solomon, 
A boft anſwer turneth away wrath ?” | 
Let the behaviour of Jacob teach thoſe 
3 1 aughty ſpirits, who cannot ſtoop to 
1 x knowledge the offence they have 
ſtooped to commit, a leſſon of ſub- 
miſſion. And let thoſe men of ho- 
anaour, who think it beneath them to 
"ZZ pardon the ſmalleſt affront without 
2 Pceiving what is falſely called ſatis- 
1 faction, 


ctive example of the efficacy of 


Iy aggravate the loſs, His favourite 


. 4⁵ ; 7 A C 0 B. 


85 fuRion; bk from the behaviour of | 2" 
Eſau, that © it is a glory to a man | Y 
to paſs by a tranſgreſſion,” b- 


Ps Arran this ſcene, we find Jacob 
with his family and poſſeſſions, ſettled 
in the land of Canaan, probably in full 1 
expectation that his calamities would 
nov be at an end, and that he ſhould 
| paſs the remainder of his days in tran- 
quility. But trouble ſoon found its 
way to his new habitation. His chil- 
dren, who ought to have been the fup- = 
port of his declining age, pierced his 
heart with many ſorrows. His daugh- 1 
ter fell a prey to the lawleſs paſſion 
ofa neighbouring prince. His ſons, 
to revenge the affront, were guilty 
of the baſeſt treachery and the moſt 
deliberate barbarity. His beloved 
wife was taken from him in circum- 


ſtances which would doubtleſs great- 
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bon Was, as he ſuppoſed, torn in 1 pieces 5 
I Yer wild beaſts, but in reality fold by 
his envious brethren into Egypt. A 
5 1 © grievous famine obliged him to ſend 
his children a long and hazardous 
journey into "Egypt, to buy corn. 
| i And, to cloſe the long catalogue of 
| his misfortunes in the land of Canaan, 
the governor in Egypt treated his 
i | ſons as ſpies, kept Simeon as a hoſtage 
for their return, and refuſed to give 
= them à ſecond ſupply unleſs they 
would bring up their younger bro- 
a ther into Egypt; which extorted from 
E 5 the fond and afflicted heart of the 
1 inch this bitter lamentation; 
EMe ye have bereaved of my chil- 
A Y area; Joſeph is not, and Simeon is 
not, and ye will take Benjamin away 3 
© all theſe things are againſt me.” No 
Vonder that when Jacob arrived at 
1 the end of his journey, and look- - 
3 8 back upon the path he had trod- 
den, 


At 


5 46. 1 A c o 1 


5 den, he ſaid, te Few at evil have 
the days of the years of my life been. 


is ſun, however, did not ſet be- 
Hind a cloud. The evening of his life 
vas ſerene and pleaſant. His beloved 
Joſeph, for whom he had ſhed many a 
bitter tear, was now by a ſeries of ſur- 
Priſing events raiſed to the ſecond 
place in the government of Egypt. E 

The delightful diſcovery burſt upon 


his aged heart with a torrent of joy, 


which in a moment repaid him for 2 
months and years of ſorrow. It is 
enou oh, ſays . he, Joſeph my ſon is 
yet alive: I will go and ſee him be- 
fore I die,” He went up into Egypt; 


he ſaw his ſon; and dwelt near him 


in the land of — 


| Wrede now remained for this ; 


pious Patriarch, but to recommend 


his 1 to Tas 0 of heaven, 
and 


. 


454 to go down to the ſepulchre of his 
father in peace. Finding that © the 
time drew nigh that he muſt die,” he 
[ ſummoned his children around him, 
and took his laſt ſolemn farewel of 
them. Having affectionately embra- 
1 ced them, he poured forth the fulneſs 
4 of his heart in prophetic bleſſings. 
Concerning the ſons of Joſeph he ſaid, 
God, before whom my father Abra- 
ham and Ifaac did walk, the God 
who fed me all my life long unto this 
day, the angel Who redeemed me | 
from all evil, bleſs the lads.” On 
2] each of his own children he pronoun- 55 
ced a diſtinct benediction. To them 
all, he ſaid, « Behold I die, but God 
| ſhall be with you.” Looking up to 
the God in whom he truſted, he cried, 
- 5 «c] have waited for thy ſalvation, O N 
Lord: and having made an end of 
- ſpeaking, he yielded up the ghoſt and 
vas ed unto his 5 


\ 


JJ 


x 
W * 
WS * * 2 
2 W 
Is : : 
5 25 88 
„ ES 
fe More 


he world, 


graceful compoſure 


wn the load of life, 
to the chambers of the dead, and not 


bidding a decent adieu to t 
h 


g wit 


- 


Wita what venerable honours is 
the dying bed of pious age ſurround- 
ed! Can you behold a good man thus 


calmly laying 
and retirin 
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Now ISRAEL LOoveD JoSEPH Mok 
THAN ALL HIS CHILDREN, BECAUSE 
| HE WAS THE SON OF HIS OLD AGE, 
AND HE MADE HIM A COAT OF MANY 
COLOURS: AND WHEN HIS BRE“ 
THREN SAW THAT HIS FATHER 
LOVED HIM MORE THAN ALL HIS 
BRETHREN, THEY HATED HIM, AND 
WOULD NOT SPEAK PEACEABLY UN= 
- 

IME intrinſic moral worth of any 
character is intirely diſtinct 
e 9 2 | from, 


10 mn | 
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1 1 and independent o external | 
circumſtances. Every ſituation in | * 5 
human life affords ſufficient opportu- 1 f 
nities for the cultivation of virtuous 
habits, and the performance of good bs 
actions; and as far as a man's virtues "9 
reſpect himſelf, it is of little conſe. 
quence, whether they be diſplayed to 
public view from an exalted ſtation, | 
or concealed from the notice of the 
world in the humble retreats of po- 
verty. If the pine or the oak hap- 
pen to grow in a valley, the one is 
not, on that account, in itſelf the leſs A 
| lofty, n nor the other the leſs majeſtic. | 


Wirru reſpect, however, to the im- 7 
preſſions which the virtues of one man ; | 
make upon the imagination or feelings 1 
of another, or the degree of force 
with which his example will operate, 1 
much depends upon the ſituation in __ 
2 which they appear, and the light in Wi 
which 8 
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mich they are exhibited. In the till 
1 walks of domeſtic life, and under the 
lowly roof where honeſt labour dwells, 
| 1 if you will be at the pains to ſearch 
bor them, you will find many amiable. 
and reſpectable characters adorned 
and enriched with virtues which enti- 
1 tle them to a place among “ the ex- 
| cellent of the earth,” who, never- 
= theleſs, live unnoticed and forgotten ; 
without reward, without praiſe, perhaps 

almoſt without ſupport: while others, 
whom fortune hath ſurrounded with 
the glare of earthly grandeur, conti- 
1 nually ſet forth their whole ſtock of 
mining qualities before the gazing 
multitude, and are ſure of obtaining 
at leaft as much admiration and ap- 
plauſe as they deſerve. 


* Full n many a flower is born to bluſh unſeen, 
And waſte its ſweetneſs on the deſart air.“ 
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' to us, as at once a proper object of 


5 be afflicted to ſee him fall a ſacrifice 


OTE FH TM 


PzrHaPs we owe it to the extraor. 
dinary revolutions which happened , 
in the life of Joſeph (whoſe character 
and hiſtory we are now to conſider) 72 
and to the elevated ſtation which he 0 
filled in the court of Pharaoh, that 17 
| the virtues of his early years, while he 1 
Was a ſhepherd in the land of Canaan, 
a ſervant to Potiphar, and a priſoner 4: 
in Egypt, were not buried in obli- HE 
vion. 4 
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"Un DER the former of theſe charac- 7 
ters, the ſacred hiſtory preſents him | 


our admiration and pity. While we 3 
admire the gentleneſs of his diſpoſiti- 3 
on, the innocence of his character, 
and the ſimplicity of his manners, ve 
cannot but lament his misfortunes, and. 


to the nen partiality of his fa- 
hen 5 5 


88 E. P R 


ther, and the envy "und; malls of his 


brethren. 


ec Torr toved Joſeph more than 


all his children:” And why? Was 


it becauſe he took better care of the 
flocks and herds; becauſe he was more 


dutiful and affectionate to his father; 


or becauſe he had a better underſtand- 
ing or more amiable diſpoſitions than 
his brethren? All this might poſſi- 
bly be true; and out of any of theſe 


particulars a fond parent might have 
framed a plauſible excuſe for partia- 


lity: and perhaps, had Jacob been 
aſked the reaſon of his, he might have 
ſo far flattered and deceived himſelf, 


as to have imputed ; it to ſome one of 
FX theſe cauſes; for, when men wiſh to 


excuſe their actions to themſelves or 


= others, nothing is more common than 


to aſcribe them to a good motive 


5 e of the true one. But faithful 


mite 


of J acob's par tiality, c he loved 
Joſeph more than all his children, 
becauſe he was the ſon of his old ne 


Fon no 3 reafon than this, how 
often do we ſee parents. indulging 


the reſt! Some caſual circumſtance 
attending the birth of a child, a for- 
tunate ſet of features or complecti- 


/ 


friend, or perhaps ſome incident till 
more trifling, ſhall take fuch a pow- 
erful hold upon their affections, that 
they ſhall not be able to deny them- 
ſelves the gratification of diſtinguiſh- 


thouſand enviable tokens of peculiar 


they are meant as rewards of real me- 
kit, 


niſtory h bal oaks the 601 ao * 


a partial fondneſs for ſome of their "TR 
offspring, which in proportion as ir 
prevails, alienates their hearts from 


on, a ſtriking reſemblance of them- Rt 
ſelves, or of ſome abſent or deceaſed 


ing the object of their partiality by a | 


regard. Such diſtinctions, even when 
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rit, e to be conferred with cau- 
tion and prudence ; left, while encou- 


ragement is given to the more worthy, 
the inactive and timid ſhould be diſ- 
heartened, or the bold and aſpiring 


diſguſted; and leſt envy and malevo- 


lence ſhould be raiſed by thoſe mea- 


ſures which were intended to excite 


a generous emulation, But when the 


ground of the diſtinction is ſlight and 
fanciful, the effect muſt neceſſarily 


be injurious, both with reſpect to the 
parents and the children. It is of no 
conſequence in what particular man- 
ner this partiality is expreſſed. Whe- 
ther the favourite be oftner exempted 


dv from puniſhment for his faults, ex- 


cuſed from irkſome labours, indulged 
in the gratification of his fancies, or 
honoured with kind words and graci- 
ous looks; or whether he be raiſed 
above the reſt by the plan of his edu- 
cation, his deſtination in life, his pre- 
D * : ſent 


EY 


ſent appointments, or the proviſion 
which is made for him in future; 
whatever be the peculiar badge of 
diſtinction, it is © a coat of many co- 
lours,“ which at once expoſes the fond 
parent who puts it on, to ridicule 
and cenſure, and the young man who 
wears it, to envy and hatred, 


Txrs was experienced moſt ſenſibly ; 
both by the father and the ſon, in the 
| ſtory now under conſideration. Jacob 
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had the mortification to ſee, that his 


ill-judged partiality for one of his 
children deprived him of the cordial 
affection and eſteem of the reſt; and 
ſoon found that it laid him open to 
the moſt unkind and cruel treatment. 
Joſeph felt that the elevation which 


a parent's fondneſs had given him a- 


bove his brethren, inſtead of engaging 


5 Et. bo 
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h pect, had only drawn upon 
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him their ridicule, contempt, and 
reſent- 
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= reſentment. They thought it hard 
and unjuſt that in a numerous family, 


one child ſhould engroſs the affections 


of the common parent; that the 


ſtreams which were defigned by nature 


to water all the country round, ſhould 


be confined to one channel, and flow 


in one direction alone. Their pride | 


could not brook the mortifying idea, 
that a brother, over whom nature 


had given them the advantage of ſe- 
niority, and whom, 1n all other re- 


ſpects ſhe had placed on a level with 


themſelves, ſhould be raiſed above 
them by the caprice or dotage of their 


father. The reſentment which his 


3 partiality excited, at firſt expreſſed 
itſelf in contemptuous and reproach- 
ful language; © They hated Joſeph 


and could not ſpeak peaceably unto 


him.“ It was ſtill farther heightened. 


by the recital of certain dreams, which 


boretold his future greatneſs. At 


D6 length 
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length it ſettled into cool malice, ang 
produced a deliberate purpoſe of re- nn 


— | 


 Havine left their father $ houſe, 
and, according to the cuſtom of the 
times, taken up an occaſional reſi- 
dence in a neighbouring country 
- which afforded paſture for their flocks; 
Jacob, who ſtill retained his parental 
affection for his abſent ſons, and pro- 
bably in a much ſtronger degree than 
their jealouſy had permitted them to 
ſuppoſe, grew anxious concerning 
them, and ſent out his ſon Joſeph to 
enquire after their welfare. Go I 
pray thee, ſays he, ſee whether it be 
well with thy brethren, and well with 


the flocks, and bring me word again.” 


The young man chearfully undertook 
the embaſſy, and executed it faith- 
fully. He had not learned from his 
brechren to baniſh. natural affection 

from 
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7 | 7 from his he art. - Whew: he amd that 
Li: they had left the place to which his 
8 pe father had directed him, he did not, 
7 careleſs about the ſucceſs of his un- 
dertaking, return home without far- 
ther ſearch; but, making diligent 
9 0 TH enquiry, he diſcovered their preſent 
He e and haſtened towards them. 
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| Waun he came within ſight of thais 
= tents, how different the emotions 
2 35 which aroſe in the breaſt of Joſeph, and 
1 in that of his brethren! On his part 
were no feelings but thoſe of affecti- 
on; no purpoſes but thoſe of kind- 
7 neſs. Having been for ſome time 
ZZ ſeparated from them, his remem- 
7 brance of their former alienation was 
7 obliterated ; or however, the expecta- 
| 5 tion of a happy interview awakened | 
every tender ſentiment in his heart, 
and left no room for the intruſion of 
unpleaſing ideas, As he drew near, 
Wet ts” F628 
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ty, and hoped to increaſe their hap- 
pineſs by bringing them good tidings 1 bn 
of their father. But, on his approach, 
a very different train of ideas ' ruſhed 
Into their minds; far other paſſions 
roſe up in their breaſts : all their for- 
mer reſentments and jealouſies were 
in a moment rekindled: at the firſt 


our brother!“ but, Behold, this 
dreamer cometh ! 13 


kill him, and to conceal their crime 
by ſaying that he had been devoured 
by ſome wild beaſt: and had they 


ſtruction, the deſign had, been imme- 
m— executed, 


under the Pretence of avoiding the 


he eie to behold their Note - 


fight of him they exclaimed—not, «ſee 


en. 


A pxstrox was inſtantly formed to 
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been all equally bent upon his de- 


ow, the elder bester Reuben, 


horror 
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horror of + divine js hands with | 
YT 1 their brother's blood, but in reality 
1 that he might afterwards contrive ſome 
means for Joſeph” s eſcape, propoſed 
2 that they ſhould caſt him into a neigh- 
baouring pit, and there leave him to 
7 periſh. This propoſal being acceded 
do, the young man immediately up- 
on his arrival, inſtead of being wel- 
comed and embraced as a brother, 
H or even ſaluted as a ſtranger, was 
. ſeized and ſtripped of his raiment— 

4 i 7 that coat of many colours which had 

been ſo long the badge of his father's. 

fuondneſs, and the object of their envy 
7 —and, after. many cruel inſults was 

7 thrown into the pit. All his entrea- 
1 ties, all his cries and tears, were in- 
2 effectual to obtain his releaſe. 


„ Marion is inexorable ; dees her tri- 
I bunal natural affection and humanity 
intercede in vain; ſhe even teaches 
the heart to erult in miſery, and to 
enjoy 


„% J 0 s E r n. 
enjoy the horrors which her. bloody 
hands have prepared. The brethren 
of Joſeph were not only inſtigated by 
their jealouſy and reſentment to expoſe FRE 
his life; but, while his piteous cries 1 9 
were yet ſounding in their ears, the 
proceeded to partake of their wonted RE 
repaſt, as if nothing had happened 
to diſturb their tranquility. “ They 
took him and caſt him into a pit— | 
and they ſat down to eat bread.” 
Such enormous crimes do envy and 
malice, when they have been long 
ſuffered to lie rankling in the heart, 
and are allowed to gain daily ſtrength 
by being indulged, at length render 
men capable of committing. How 
carefully, my brethren, ought we to 
guard againſt the lighteſt venom of 

| fuch deadly 1 . 
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Ar this aeg moment, provi- 1 
dence br 8 that relief to Joſeph 
which | 
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1 Laich his brethren had denied him. ; 
25 5 . company of Iſhmaelites paſſing by 
5 on their way to Egypt, it occurred 
to one of the company, that they might ; 
15 7 —_— rid themſelves of this trou- 
8 bleſome and aſpiring youth, without 
5 T, 3 his blood, by ſelling him as 
EA Ca ſlave to theſe travellers. There is 
in human nature ſuch an abhorrence 
5 1 of murder, than even the greateſt vil- 
Ilains will, if poſſible, accompliſh their 
ends without it, and will ſeldom com 
mit this horrid crime from the mere 
7 wantonneſs of barbarity. It was there- 
7 fore natural, at the approach of theſe 
lchmaelites, that Judah ſhould ſay to 
. his brethren, what profit is it, if we 
lay our brother and conceal his blood? 
come, let us ſell him to the Iſhmael- 
10 6 | ites, and let not our hand be upon 
15 Wh F toy he is our brother and our 
fleſn; and that his brethren ſhould _ 
| be sf with the Propoſal. Had 


they ; 


66 12 0 8 E. P * 
they indeed rightly. niaderficed the 
principle which Judah ſuggeſted, and 
pourſued it into its natural conſequen- 
ces, they would have ſeen, that to ſel! 
their brother as a ſlave was a crime 
ſcarcely leſs heinous in its nature, than 
that which they firſt propoſed to com- 
mit: but probably, the frequency of | | 
the practice of purchaſing and ſelling 
flaves might in thoſe days, as it does 
at preſent, render men inattentive to 
the moral nature of the action; and 
they might perhaps think it a ſmall 
crime to buy or ſell a brother, How- 
ever this was, it was determined that 
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| | Joſeph ſhould be fold : the Iſhmael- 
ö ites accordingly purchaſed him, and 
carficd him into e 


Rxvszx, who was nt when the 
8 bargain was made (having probably 
withdrawn himſelf with a view to reſcue 
bis brother as ſoon as the reſt of, the 

' company 


JOSEPH, 6 


company had In the pit) upon his : 


return, expreſſed the utmoſt diſtreſs _ 


RH at the loſs of Joſeph; perhaps ima- 
gining that during his abſence they 


had diſpatched him. The whole at- 


8 0 fair, however, being explained to him, 
== he acquieſced i in what had been done, 
and they agreed to conceal the action 
from their father, by dipping the coat 
I ” of many colours in blood, and thus 
meading him to conclude, that ſome 


= wild beaſt had torn his ſon to pieces, 


| The artifice ſucceeded; and, by the 


help of that concealment and diſſimu- 


lation which villainy is generally ob- 


liged to practice in order to carry on 
its deſigns, they perſuaded their fa- 
ther that Joſeph, his beloved ſon, was 
dead. In deviſing and executing this 


deception, they might probably in- 


tend to take ſome revenge upon their 


| father for his unreaſonable partiality | 
in favour of the child of his old age. 


But, 
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n 
But, whatever was their intention, it 
is moſt certain that he paid dear for 
this inſtance of weakneſs; continuing 
for a long ſeaſon to mourn for his ſon 
with unabating and inconſolable grief: 
« He refuſed to be comforted, and 
ſaid, 5 will go down into the grave 
_ unto my ſon mourning.” —This whole 
ſtory teacheth us the folly of parental 
Z partiality, more feelingly than the 
moſt laboured reaſonings of philoſo- 
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phy could have done; and ought 10 WM 


be a warning to all parents, not to 


diſtinguiſh one child from the reſt by if 5 


© a coat of many colours,” 


Luer us now follow Joſeph into Egypt, 
and obſerve the virtues which render- 
ed him beloved and reſpected even in 


the humble ſtate of ſervitude, and 


gradually prepared the way; for his ad- 5 
vancement. 


HAvINxd 
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= Havino been ec from the 
1 : Fe by Potiphar, an officer in 
Päunharaoh's guards, his amiable man- 
ers ſoon attracted his maſter's notice, 
and gained him the ſtation of a meni- 
al ſervant in Potiphar s family. Here 
he experienced the value of thoſe vir- 
ZZ tuous and religious principles, which 
3 had been early ſown, and had taken. 5 
deep root, in his heart. From his 
father's houſe he brought treaſures, 
which even in a ſtate of ſlavery he 
could call his own, and which pro- 
cured for him what gold and ſilver 
could not have purchaſed the favour 
ol heaven. The Lord was with Jo- : 
ſeph, and he was a proſperous man.” 
Ihe fidelity with which he conſtantly 
diſcharged his duty, and the attention 
which he always diſcovered to his maſ- 
ter's intereſt, obtained, by degrees, 
ſuch a ſhare of his eſteem, that at laſt 
J he promoted him to offices of the 
BO | higheſt 
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| higheſt Homowr ; in his family, and PO 7 
ing an unlimited confidence in his : 
5 judgment and integrity, entruſted him 
with the ſole management of his do- 
meſtic affairs. _ «© He made him over- 1 . 
ſeer over his houſe; and all that he 
lad he put into his hand; and he knew 
ie aught he had, ſave the bread 
| which he did cat.” And that he had E | 
0 reaſon to repent of his confidence = 
in this upright youth, the 8 8 ſuffi- — 
| ciently ſhows. =; 


Tuts part of the ſtory affords ſer- 9 
vants a ſtriking pattern for their imi- YL 5 
tation; and may inftru& them, that a 
diligent performance of the duties of 
their ſtation, a faithful regard to the 
intereſts of thoſe whom they ſerve, and w 
fuch a ſteady principle of honeſty, as f 
no expeRation of gain, or certainty of 
concealment, can overcome, are qua- 
Utiies which will always intitle them to 


reſpect, 


j reſpect, a Sener ak cheir K. i 
ration eaſy and d advantageous. More 4 


ö 1 of ſervitude, to hope, that by a ſteady 
courſe of upright behaviour they may 
at length riſe ſuperior to their difficul- 
ties. And laſtly, it ſhould teach maſ- 
ters to pay attention to the moral con- 
duct of their ſervants, and to diſtin- 
guiſh ſuch as diſcover an uncommon 
mare of merit by peculiar and ſubſtan· 
Gal tokens of regard. 


2 Tx ur next part of Joſeph's hiſtory 
C exhibits him in a light which reflects 

jy immortal honour upon his memory, | 
and is full of the moſt important and 
$ uſeful inſtruction. To the licentious 
1 part of the world, a young man reſiſt- 
: ing the ſolicitations of beauty may ap- 
pear 


1% — n. 


= an object of ridicule; 1 and many, 5 
who would not refuſe to pay the tri- 
bute of praiſe which is due to ſuch 

virtue, may perhaps, through exceſ- 
five refinement, imagine that it might : 
more properly be an object of pri- : 
vate admiration, than be made a to- 


pic of public declamation and pa- 


negyric. But a character which 
is intrinſically reſpectable and high- 
ly meritorious, cannot be made ri- 
diculous by the ſcorn and laughter 


of fools, and ought not to be con- 


cealed from public view to humour 


5 che ſeruples of falſe delicacy. 


' BznoLD then and admire the virtue 


of this young man! Aſſaulted by eve- 
ry temptation which could be ſuppoſ- 
ed capable of ſeducing him; enticed 
by the powerful attractions of beauty, 
and by repeated and importunate ſo- 
licitations ; ; allured by the proſpect of 


in 


. 8 
5 


0 s KE N Un 7; 
: pain from the frroar and zee of 
his ſeducer; impelled by the fear of 


her reſentment; ſee him reſolutely 


withſtanding all theſe motives, and 


in oppoſition to their combined forcc 


preſerving his virtue uncorrupted. 
What were the principles which ena- 
| bled him to gain this glorious con- 
queſt— which raiſed him ſuperior to 
the allurements of pleaſure and intereſt, 


and inſpired him with reſolution to 
= meet the diſdain of mortified pride and 


diſappointed paſſion? Was it natural 
3 inſenſibility? or was it that affectation 

of indifference to pleafure which later 

times have termed Stoiciſm? No! 
= The principles which actuated this 
E virtuous youth were of a much more 
_ exalted and generous kind: they 
were, honour — gratitude — religion. 
He diſdained to prove himſelf unwor- 
thy of the confidence his maſter had 

placed in him, by baſely invading 
3 . one 
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one of his moſt facred: rights: : he was 


too ſenſible of the obligations which 
is maſter's kindneſs had laid upon 


him, to be capable of requiting it 


by giving a fatal wound to his peace, : 
and robbing him of the only treaſure : 
which he had kept from him: he had 


too much reverence for the authority 
of the Supreme Judge, to venture 


upon fo eſſential a violation of the 7 
great laws of juſtice and equity: he 


therefore repelled the ſolicitations of 


his ſeducer by ſaying, © Behold, my | 
' maſter knoweth not what is with me 


5 in the houſe, and he hath committed 
all that he hath to my hand; there 
is none greater in this houſe than I; 


neither hath he kept back any thing 


trom me but thee, becauſe thou art 
his wife: how then can I do this great 
8 and ſin againſt God?“ 


| Can we, my brethren, conceive a 


Character 
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character more truly reſpectable, and 
worthy of imitation, than that which 
is here preſented to our view? What 
are the principal qualities in moral 


actions, from which we determine 
their value, and the degree of reſpect 


which they deſerve? Are they not 
chiefly theſe two the deſign with 
which they are performed, and the 
vigour and ſtrength of mind which 
is exerted in octiberaing them? If 
a man acts from the moſt. elevated 
views, and purſues the nobleſt ends 
with a ſteadineſs and firmneſs of re- 


ſolution which nothing can ſhake, 


our moral feelings lead us to pro- 


nounce him in the higheſt degree 
' worthy of reſpect. —Such was the cha- 


racter of f Joſeph, 


1 by this teſt, what ſhare 


of reſpect will be due to the charac- 
ters of chat, who, while they boaſt 


E 2 of 
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if their honour and courage, 8 
cuſtom themſelves to ridicule and de- 
ſpiſe ſuch virtue as that of Joſeph's? 
Is it not their avowed principle that 
pleaſure, in their ſenſe of the term, 
is the ſupreme good, and that every 
thing elſe ought to be purſued only 
in ſubordination to this great object; 
that is in other words, that every 
man ſhould at all events procure for 
himſelf the higheſt degree of ani- 
mal gratification in his power, how 
much ſoever it may interfere with the 
happineſs of others, the obligations of 
religion, or even the 3 intereſts 
of his own nature? Theſe men can 
therefore certainly have no claim to 
reſpect, on account of their princi- 
ples and motives of action. Nor are 
they more reſpectable for the vigour 
and firmneſs of their minds: : for their 
whole life is nothing more than a 
continued courſe of weak complian- 
ces 


* 0 'S- E PE mW. 
ces with 10 impulſes of appetite; 7? 


by which their powers are gradually 
enervated, till at length they become 


incapable of thofe mental exertions 


which higher purſuits would require. 


Lux us not, then, ſuffer ourſelves to 
be ſeduced by falſe appearances, or the 
influence of cuſtom, into an opinion 
that there is any thing worthy of ad- 

miration or reſpect in the character of 
a man of pleaſure, or any thing deſerv- 
ing of ridicule or contempt in that 
of a man of virtue. If we judge of 
actions by their motives and ten- 
dencies, we mult fee, that to invade 
the property of another, or deſtroy his 
happineſs, is as much a violation of 

the laws of morality and religion, 
when the immediate end is to procure 
ourſelves pleaſure, as when it is to put 
ourſelves f in poſſeſſion of wealth; and 
-B 3. con- 
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confonently chat the man who invades 
his neighbour's bed, or who by the 
arts of ſeduction deſpoils a female 
mind of its virtue, and a female cha- 
racter of its reputation, is at leaſt 
cqually criminal, with the man wo 
preys upon the public by the arts of 
fraud, or lives by theft and plunder. 
On the other hand, it will be evi- 
dent, that, to reſiſt a temptation to 
criminal indulgence, that is ro ſuch 
- indulgence as. involves in it an inju- 
rious attack upon the property or hap- 
pineſs of others, is not leſs laudable, 
than to decline opportunities of ac- 
quiring wealth by iniquitous means. 
Licentious purſuits are not the leſs cri- 
minal, becauſe they aſſume the ſoft a- 
pellation of pleaſure; nor is ſteady 
virtue the leſs reſpectable, becauſe ; * 
is ſometimes ſtigmatiſed by the name 
= of f preciſeneſs. ED 
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Lr us then abſtain from licenti- 
ous pleaſure with deter enn reſolu- 
tion, regardleſs of the contempt 
which its deluded votaries may caſt 
upon us: and let us adhere to the 
path of virtue as the only road to 
real reſpect and* ſubſtantial honour. 
Nor let us entertain the moſt diſtant 
ſuſpicion that virtue ſhall ever go 
without its reward. If in any parti- 
cular inſtances it ſhould ſubject us to 
_ ridicule and reproach; if, through 5 
the malice of thoſe whom our virtue 
has offended, it ſhould for a time in- 
volve us in difficulties; let us not 
g deſpond. Though Joſeph was caſt 
into priſon by the artifices and falſe- 
hoods of his diſappointed and enraged 
ſeducer, through the priſon (as the 
ſequel will ſhow) lay the road to his 
future advancement. And the gene- 
ral tendencies of things, as well as 


E4 Hi the 
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| the doctrine of revelation, authoriſe IM 
us to fay, © Verily, there is a reward Þ 
for the righteous ; there is a God who 
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: | A* HE SAID, IT AM Joszn YOUR 
5 1 | BROTHER, | WHOM | YE SOLD INTO 
5 „ Ecver : Now THEREFORE BE NOT 
© GRIEVED NOR ANGRY WITH YOUR- 
. | - SELVES, THAT YE SOLD ME HITHER,. 
FOR GoD DID SEND: ME BEFORE. Lou, 
70 PRESERVE LIFE, 


HE ale reaſon Shs mr 
are ſo frequently diſſatisfied with 
their condition, and diſpoſed to com- 


E 8 * | 


plain of the ways of providence, is, 
that they judge from preſent appear- 
ances and immediate effects, with --.- 
out being at the pains to conſider the * 
remoter tendencies, or having the pa- 
tience to wait for the final iſſues, of 
events. If ſtorms ariſe, or any of 
the more terrible operations of nature 
take place, the merchant whoſe- pro- 
perty ſinks beneath the troubled waves, 
or the huſbandman the produce of 
Whoſe field is conſumed by the fires 
of heaven, murmurs at his ill fortune, 


and thinks it hard that induſtry 


ſhould be unable to command ſucceſs. 
Under the anguiſh of acute diſeaſes, 
the reſtleſs ſufferer, alike unmindful 
of paſt enjoyments and future proſ- 
pects, and judging of the condition 
of human nature wholly from his pre- 
| ſent feelings, pronounces life a grie- 


vous burden, and wiſhes for leave to 


lay it down. The ſudden loſs of ſome 
1 valued 8 


3 
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valued poſſeſſion or ſome beloved. 
friend, or a diſappointment in the 
execution of ſome favourite ſcheme, 
mall ſpread ſuch a gloom over every 
object around us, that we fhall be- 
come incapable of reliſhing the bleſ- 
| fings which yet remain, and ſhall be 
- ready in the fretfulneſs of deſponden- 
cy to adopt the language of Je 
8 All theſe — are . me.” 


ans if we. would ſuffer our 
ſelves to view the events which befal 
us in the calm light of philoſophy 
and religion, we ſhould ſoon be con- 
vinced that the moſt dreadful appear- 
ances in the natural world, are a ne- 
ceſſary part of that general plan, by 
which the order Wh beauty of the 
univerſe are preſerved; that ſore de- 
gree of ſuffering is requiſite to give us 
a higher reliſh of happineſs; and that 
our beſt affections and nobleſt virtues 
£7 4 6 


are 
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are cultivated ad ſtrengthened | in the 


- ſchool of adverſity. If we conſult our 
con experience, or obſerve that of 
| Others, we ſhall find that events which 
had at firſt the moſt unfavourable aſ- 
ped, and ſeemed to give juſt occa- 
ſion for diſcontent and complaint, 
have in the iſſue been productive of 
moſt important advantages. That 
which happened in the hiſtory of 
Joſeph i is by no means ſo unuſual, as 


the gloomy philoſopher or the diſap- 
pointed man of the world may ima- 


0 gine, that 45 what We think to be 


evil, God means for good.” 44 


15 was PE loch juſt and ld 


views of nature and providence, and 


_ trom a conſciouſneſs of his innocence 
and integrity, that Joſeph derived 


his chief ſupports while he was con- 
Fed in the king's priſon in Egypt. 


- He had the fatisfaction to reflect, that 
5 | neither 
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neither in the land of Canaan, nor in 
the houſe of Potiphar, had he com- 
mitted any offence which merited the 
treatment he had received: he there. 
fore hoped, that the Almighty Guar- 
dian of innocence would at length 
reſcue him out of the hands of his 
oppreſſors. Being in the ſame priſon _ 
with one of the king's ſervants who 


was ſoon to be releaſed, he hoped to 


be able through his intereſt to obtain 
| his enlargement: he therefore ſaid 


to him, © Think on me when it ſhall 


be well with thee, and ſhew kindneſs 

I pray thee unto me, and make men- 
tion of me unto Pharaoh, and bring 
me out of this houſe; for indeed I 
was ſtolen away out of the land of the 

| Hebrews, and here alſo have I done 
nothing that they ſhould put me into 

the dungeon. Reaſonable, how- 


ever, as Joſeph's requeſt was, and 


7 all the kindneſs ne 


had 
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had on to the king's ſervant. in 
8 priſon, he had the mortification to 
find, that upon his advancement he 


no longer remembered the afflictions 


of his fellow priſoner: : © Yet did not 
the chief butler remember e 


, but date him.“ 


DꝛrszR TED by all the world, Joſeph 


had now no reſource but in the God 
of his fathers. In him he ſtill chear- 
fully confided ; and he ſoon found, 


that © it is better to truſt in the Lord 
than to put confidence in man.” The 
ſupernatural power of interpreting 
dreams with which he was endued, 
and which he had diſcovered in pri- 
ſon, introduced him to the preſence and 


notice of Pharaoh: and on account 


of the extraordinary ſagacity which 


he diſplayed, he was on a ſudden 
raiſed from the diſgraceful abode of 


malefactors to the firſt place of ho- - 
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nour and truſt under Pharaoh. Thus 
in one proſperous moment all his af- : 
flictions were ended, and his virtues i 
A received a an 1 reward. 


Tur fame virtues which had guid- 


ed and ſupported this young man 
while he was in the humble condition 

of a ſhepherd and a ſervant, adorned 
and elevated his character when he 
was called to fill a ſuperior ſtation in 
the court of Egypt, and to act as 
prime miniſter to the abſolute monarch 

: of an extenſive empire. - 


Bur, waving the. confiention of | 


bis actions as a ſtateſman, _ as leſs 


adapted to ſuggeſt moral inſtruftion, 
let us view him in the relations of a 


brother and a fon, and follow him 
through the intereſting and pathetic 
ſcenes which the remaining part of 


8 bis oy exlybirs. 


Thy 


4 0 8 E * H. 
Tun famine which Joſeph had fore- 


told reaching the country in which 


Jacob dwelt, and the wiſe precautions 
which the king of Egypt had taken 
to prevent its deſtructive effects hav- 


ing been reported abroad, Jacob de- 


'termined to ſend his ſons into Egypt 


to buy corn. On this errand all ex. 


cept Benjamin, went up to the court 


of Pharaoh. They ſoon gained acceſs 


to the prime miniſter, Who himſelf 


ſuperintended the ſale of corn from 


the public granaries. The appear- 


ance of Zaph-Nath-Paaneah the prin- 
cijpal officer under the king of Egypt, 
was fo entirely different from that of 


the afflicted and injured youth whom 


they had ſold to the Iſhmaelites, that 
it was impoſſible for them to diſcover 


that the perſon was the ſame. 


Joszen, at the inſtant that he ſaw 
his brethren. before him, obſerving 


that 
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had given of themſelves, by brings» 


ing up their younger brother along 
with them, and in the mean time 
ſhould leave one of their number bound 
in priſon as a pledge for their return. 


it | 
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that he was hace to them, re- 
ſolved to keep them for a while in 
ignorance, that he might have an 
opportunity of diſcovering their pre- 
ſent diſpoſitions, and particularly of 
trying the ſtrength of their affection 
for their father and their brethren. 
To carry on this deſign, he aſſumed 
a ſternneſs of aſpect, and ſeverity of 
language, that ill accorded with the 
tender emotions which this interview 
had occaſioned. He reproached them 
with coming into Egypt as ſpies, and 
required that before they ſhould be 
permitted to carry a ſecond ſupply of 
corn into Canaan, they ſhould prove 
the truth of the account which they 


Tus demand, which included in 
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it Ao many - afflicting circumſtances, 
involved them in the utmoſt perplex- 
ity and diſtreſs. In the hour of cala- 
mity, is natural for the guilty to 
upbraid themſelves, and aſcribe their 
ſufferings to their crimes. The horrid 
plot which they had formerly deviſed 
_ againſt their brother's life, and their 
cruelty in turning a deaf ear to his 
cries and abandoning him to all the 
| wretchedneſs of ſlavery, now roſe. Up: 
before their imaginations in their 
true colours. Their conſciences ac- 
cuſed them; and they ſaid one to 
another, in their own language; We 
are verily guilty concerning our bro- 
ther, in that we ſaw the anguiſh of 
his foul when he beſought us, and 
we would not hear, therefore is this 
diſtreſs come upon us.” Joſeph was ſo 
touched with this ſcene that he was 

_ obliged to turn aſide and weep. 
Ds Determined, however, to execute his 


5 5 deſig ign, 
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15 Wi he ſoon reſumed his counter- 
feited ſeverity, and perſiſted ; in requir- 


ing them to bring * cheir e 


brother. 


Warn Jacob heard the hard con- 
ditions on which they were to expect 
the continuance of the neceſſary ſup- 
plies of food, he was beyond meaſure 
afflicted and refuſed to comply. At 
length however, finding that no other 
reſource remained, he conſented, and 2 
with a heart full of grief ſaid, © If it 
muſt be ſo now, take your brother, | 
and ariſe, go again unto the man; 
and God Almighty give you mercy 
before the man, that he may fend 
away your other brother and Benja- 
min: if I be bereaved of my children, 
lam bereaved.” 


ON their ſecond arrival in Egypt, 
| the governor . they had . | 
his 


1 15 


"bs an received. them with great 


| kindneſs and fo far indulged the natu- 
ral feelings of his heart as to enquire | 


affectionately concerning their father, 


and give the young ſtranger a cordial 


welcome. © He aſked them of their 
welfare, and faid, Is your father well ? 


the old man of whom ye ſpake, is he 
yet alive? And they anſwered, thy 
ſervant our father i is in good health, 
he is yet alive; and they bowed down 
their heads, and made obeiſance.“ ; 
And ſeeing Benjamin his mother's ſon 
he ſaid, © Is this your younger bro- 
ther, of whom ye ſpake unto me? 
and he ſaid, God be gracious unto 
The ſcene now became 
too intereſting to be ſupported with- 
out the natural relief of tears: that 
he might not therefore prevent the 


_ thee my ſon.” 


complete execution of his purpoſe 
by a premature diſcovery, he retired 
Into his chamber and wept there. 


AFTER f 
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ArrzR having received ſeveral to- 
1 kens of kindneſs from the governor, 
| they ſer out with freſh ſupplies of 
corn on their journey homewards: 
but Joſeph, who now became impa- 
tient to diſcover himſelf to his bre- 
thren, made uſe of an artifice to re- 
Cal them, and to give him an oppor- 
= tunity of revealing the important ſe- 
= cret. Having ordered the ſilver cup 
= out of which he drank to be private- | 
? Iy conveyed. into Benjamin's ſack of 
corn, he called them back, charged 
them with the theft, and required that 
the perſon in whoſe ſack it ſhould be 
found ſhould be his ſervant. When 
the cup was found with Benjamin, 
all his brethren were exceedingly af- 
flicted for their father; and Judah, 
in a moſt pathetic ſpeech, acquainted 
the governor with all the particulars 
of the caſe, and intreated that he him- 
. 5 ſelf 
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ſelf might be vermicred to remain as 


Do. bondman inſtead of Benjamin. 4 
Joskyn was now ſufficiently con- 
vinced that his brethren retained a du- 
tiful and affectionate regard for their 


father, that mutual harmony ſubſiſt- 


ed among themſelves, and that they 


ſincerely repented of their former be- 

haviour towards kim. It was enough: = 
his generous heart deſired no more. 
Unwilling to give them pain for a : 


ſingle moment longer than was neceſ- 
ſary to diſcover their preſent diſpoſi- 
tions; unable, after what had paſt, 
to diſguiſe his feelings, and ſuppreſs 
the ſtrong emotions that ſtruggled 


within him; commanding the atten- 
dants to withdraw—a flood of tears 
burſt from his eyes—and he ſaid un- 


to his brethren—< I am Joſeph. Doth 
my father yet live—And his brethren 
could not anſwer him. And Joſeph 


ſaid 


faid unto his brethren, come near to 
me I pray you; and they came near; 
and he ſaid, I am Joſeph your bro- 
ther, whom ye ſold into Egypt: now 
therefore be not grieved nor angry 


with yourſelves, that ye ſold me hi- 


ther; for God did ſend me before you 


to perſerve life,” © 


| Bzrorz we proceed with the narra- 
tive, let us pauſe to admire the ten- 


der, generous and noble ſpirit which 


© Joſeph diſcovered through the whole 


of this intereſting ſcene. His ſud- 


den and extraordinary advancement 


had not fo far elated his ſpirit, as to 
render him capable of looking down 
with contempt upon his brethren ; 


abſence had not worn out the impreſ- 


& fions, which natural relation and early 
connections had made; nor had even 


the malicious barbarity of his brethren, 


in chat ſcene of his life which was too 
= 5 diſtreſs- 
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g diſtreſsful ever to be forgotten, been 


able to tear aſunder the bonds of na- 


ture. Though they had injured him 
beyond reparation; though he had 
ſuffered ſuch indignities and cruelties 


as might have been ſufficient to have 
juſtified the warmeſt reſentment; he 


ſtill remembered that the perſons who 

had treated him in this manner were 
his brethren ; he {till felt the power- 8 7 
ful attractions of natural affection 3 7 
and, finding them diſpoſed to receive 
and capable of enjoying his friendſhip, 

: he uf his utmoſt endeavours to eſta- 
bliſh a mutual and loſting attachment, 


He did not ſatisfy himſelf with cold- 


ly affuring them that he had forgiven | 


them ; he reſtored them to a place in 


his heart; treated them with every 
external mark of kindneſs ; and con- 


tinued through the remainder of his 
life to render them the moſt impor- 
tant and generous ſervices, 


| SUCH : 
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Sven generoſity as Wi, it is much 


Laſier to admire than to imitate. 


When we are called upon to make 


the application, and to exhibit in our 


own conduct ſimilar examples of a 


forgiving temper, we are too apt to 
imagine that there is ſome eſſential 


peculiarity in our circumſtances, which 
may ſerve as a reaſonable apology for 


| indulging our reſentments. Though 
the injury we have ſuffered may bear 
no proportion to that which Joſeph 


knew how to forgive; though no at- 
tempt has been made upon our life, 


our liberty, or our property; though 


perhaps the offence that has been 


committed amounts to nothing more 
than an angry word, a cenſorious re- 
flection, a bold contradiftion of our 


opinion, or merely a violation of the 


rules of good breeding and politeneſs ; 
yet we find means to perſuade our- 
ſelves that the culprit has no claim to. 


5 for Sive- 


forgiveneſs, and that to perſiſt in our 
reſentment againſt him is innocent 


and even laudable. The true reaſon 


of this is, that we do not in reality 
poſſeſs ſo much of the genuine ſpirit 
of benevolence and piety as we may : 


perhaps perſuade others, and our- 


ſelves, to imagine. How much ſo- 


ever men may declaim upon the ex- 
cellence of charity, and boaſt of their 


philanthropy, they are in reality deſti- 


tute of this divine principle, if it 


hath not taught them the leſſons of 


forbearance and forgiveneſs : 2 for 
charity ſuffereth long; is not eaſily 


provoked; beareth all things; en- 


dureth all things.” 


Nor is cello to reſentment 


and revenge conſiſtent with a becom- 
ing regard to the Supreme Power; 
for the genuine principles of religion 
would teach us, that even che Pafll 
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ons and vices of men, oder the di- 


rection of the wiſe governor of the 


world, contribute towards the gene- | 


ral order and happineſs; and would 
enable us to bear with the infirmities 


of our brethren, with a humble re- 
lance on that Providence which can 
bring harmony out of diſcord, good 


out of evil. It was on theſe princi- 


ples that Joſeph reaſoned, when he 


ſaid to his brethren, 706 Ye thought 
evil againſt me, but God meant it 
unto good. Y 


TrrRs is yet another part of Jo- 
ſeph's hiſtory, which places his cha- 
racter in a peculiarly amiable point 


of view, and ſuggeſts the moſt uſeful 


_ inſtructions; namely, his behaviour 


towards his father and his brethren, 
after he had made himſelf known to 
them. Far from being aſhamed of 
his deſcent from an obſcure Canaanite, 


F 2 and 
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and his relation to a family of ſhep- 
herds, he rejoiced in the opportunity 
which his rank and authority gave 
him, of making the laſt days of his 

aged parent eaiy and comfortable, and 
granting his whole family an agreea- 
ble ſettlement in Egypt. Had he 
been governed by that fooliſh vanity, 
which in weak and depraved minds 
is often the effect of ſudden elevation, 
he woyld gladly have availed himfelt 
of the diſguiſe which his new ſtation 
afforded him, and continued unknown 


to his brethren : he would rather have 
choſen to ſuppreſs the efforts. of na- 


tural affection on their unexpected 
appearance before him, than to diſ- 
grace himſelf by acknowledging ſuch 
poor and obſcure relations: or if, in 
the ſtruggle between pride and natu- 
ral affection, the latter had ſo far pre- 
vailed, as to induce him to afford 


them ſupport and aſſiſtance, he would 
hae 
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hive thought the obligations of the 
| filial and Fee relations ſufficiencly 
diſcharged, by privately granting 
them ſupplies in their own country. 


Bur Joſeph was too wiſe, and too 
good, to ſuffer any portion of this 


contemptible ſpecies of pride to find 


a place in his heart. The firſt ideas 
which occurred to his mind, after the 
tender emotions which attended the 


diſcovery of himſelf to his brethren 


had ſubſided, were — not. How 
ſhall I avoid the diſgrace which this 


diſcovery will bring upon me? In 
what manner ſhall I diſpoſe of theſe 


poor ſhepherds, to eſcape the ridicule 
and contempt of the courtiers, and the 


king my maſter?“ — but How ſhall 


I I moſt effectually employ my power 
and influence in the ſervice of my 


family?“ His meſſage to his father 


by his brethren was this, God hath 


5 mace 
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made me lord of all Egypt; come 


don unto me, tarry not, and thou 


ſhall dwell in the land of Goſhen; 


and thou ſhall be near me, thou, and 
thy children, and thy children's chil- 
dren, and thy flocks, and thy herds, 
and all that thou haſt, and there will 

I nouriſh thee, leſt thou and thy houſe- | 


* hold and all that thou haſt come to 


- poverty.” a Joſeph was perſuaded that 
a life of paſtoral ſimplicity would be 
much more agreeable to his father 


and brethren, who had always follow- 


ed the occupation of ſhepherds, than 
the artificial elegancies and ceremo- 
nies of the court; he therefore fixed 
their reſidence in one of the moſt 


fertile and pleaſant provinces of Egypt, 
the land of Goſhen. 


When Jacob N the welcome 


news that his ſon Joſeph was {till 


: living, and the kind meſſage Which 
( hs 
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he had commiſſioned his brethren to 
deliver, his heart fainted for joy; 
and on his revival he exclaimed, It 
18 enough ! my ſon Joſeph is yet 
alive! I will go and ſee him before 
die.“ He immediately executed his 


purpoſe, and met with the moſt af- 


fectionate reception from his ſon. 
" Joſeph made ready his chariot, and 
went up to meet his father, and DEC>- 
ſented himſelf unto him, and he fell 


upon his neck, and wept on his neck 


A good. while.” 


Taz firſt ks interview being 


over, Joſeph, neither: aſhamed of his 


relations, nor afraid that their occu- 
| pation, which was efteemed diſho- 
nourable by the Egyptians, ſhould 
expoſe them to difficulties, or ſubject 
himſelf to obloquy, introduced his 
father and his brethren into the pre- 
ſence of the king. As if proud of his 


F 4 connection 
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| 


cotton: with the. venerable old 
man, © he brought i in Jacob his fa- 
: ther, and ſer him before Pharaoh.” N55 
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[ar thoſe who wet much the 


ſlaves of vanity, as to be capable of 
deſpiſing their poor relations and aged 


parents, read this 8 of the hiſtory 


of re and bluſh. 


Tuxkr is fo eh contemptible 


ly in being aſhamed to own a father 
or brother, becauſe fortune has not 
raiſed him to the ſame point of diſ- 


tinction, or decked him with the 
ſame ornaments, with ourſelves; that, 


without any other evidence, we may 
: certainly pronounce the underſtanding 
of the man who is capable of ſuch con- 
duct weak and defective. And this 
behaviour withal implies ſo much in- 
_ gratitude and inſenſibility, that we 
need not heſitate to determine, that 


ſuch a man 15, in a great meaſure at 
„ at, 
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ee e e my 
la; a ſtranger to the nobler and 


more generous virtues, and under 


the dominion of baſe and ſordid paſ- 
ſions. If there be a perſon in the 
world entitled to our reſpectful atten- 
tion, our affectionate eſteem, and our 
active ſervices, it muſt ſurely be the 
tender and faithful parent, who has 
been the protector of our infant years, 
and the guide of our youth. 8 
any accidental diſtinctions we may 
have acquired, cancel our debt of 
gratitude, for the aſſiduous attentions 
and unceaſing anxieties of a fond mo- 
ther, or for the early and unwearied 
endeavours of a kind father to render 
us wiſe, virtuous and happy? Rather, 
ought not every increaſe of our for- 
tune and conſequence, to furniſh us 
with an additional motive, as it af- 
fords us new opportunities, to con- 
tribute to the eaſe and happineſs of 
dur parents in their advancing years? 
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i Can any thing be more renate than 
the reaſoning of the Son of Sirach on 


this head ? 


1 — » Howe . firkor: n thy 


whole heart, and forget not the ſor- 
rows of thy mother; for how canſt thou 


recompenſe them the things that they = 


have done for thee? * 
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Axp Moss was LEARNED IN ALL 
THE WISDOM OF THE EGYPTIAN, 
AND WAS MIGHTY IN WORDS 'AND 

33 


8 HERE are few characters pre- 
1 ſerved in ancient hiſtory more 
_ diſtinguiſhed and illuſtrious than that 
of Moſes. But it derives a great part 5 
e VV 
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of; its luſtre from events and actions, 
which are too far removed from the 
uſual occurrences of life, and too 
much elevated above the common 


ſtandard, to be capable of an eaſy ap- 
plication to the purpoſes of moral in- 
ſtruction. In the life of Moſes, the 


- os philoſopher will meet with many cu- 


rious ſubjects of ſpeculation, the ſtateſ- 


man with many intereſting particulars 
relative to policy and government, 


and the divine with many important 
incidents reſpecting the hiſtory of re- 
ligion, which the moraliſt, who con- 


a fiders characters ſolely with' the view 
of deducing from them uſeful leſſons 


for the conduct of life, will be obliged 


to paſs by without notice. In this 
limited view of the actions and cha- 
racter of this great man, we ſhall 


however find them worthy of our ſe- 
rious attention, and capable of ſug- 
geſting many important reflections. | 


Tas 
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Tur ine der/ circumſtances 


which attended the birth and early e- 


ducation of Moſes, are too intereſting 


and inſtructive to be overlooked, 


Ar that. time, the Iſraelites were 
groaning under the yoke of Egyptian 
bondage. The preſent king, who | 
knew not Joſeph, Jealous of their in- 
creaſing numbers and ſtrength, and 
fearful leſt they ſhould in ſome future 


time enter into alliance with the ene- 


mies of Egypt, determined to harraſs 
and afflict, and as much as poſſible 


to cruſh them. „He made their lives 
bitter with hard bondage in all man- : 
ner of ſervice, and ſet over them taſk- 


maſters to afflict them with their 
burdens.” This rigorous treatment 


however, did not produce the effect 


which the king defired. Inftead of 
being weakened and diminiſhed by 


the hardſhips which 8 they ſuffered, «the. 
more 
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more he aicted chem the more they 


_ multiplied.” Obſerving this, he now 
reſolved to add cruelty to oppreſſion ; 
and effectually to remove every ground 
of fear from this quarter, he formed 
and executed a plan for the total ex- 


|  tirpation of their race. He iſſued an 


edit, That every male child born 


of the Iſraelites ſhould be caſt into : : 
= the river,” 


5 'Ye who know the tender fenthtjons 
and warm attachments of parental af- 
fection, imagine, —for ye alone can 
imagine — the conſternation and hor- 
ror with which this barbarous edict 
muſt have been received. Imagine 
the glow of honeſt indignation which 
would be kindled in every father's 
| breaſt; conceive what agonizing | 
0 pangs would tear the mother's heart, 
while the ſentence of death was 
pronounced upon the dear helpleſs 
| infant 


M 0 8 E 8. BK 

i infinc- yet nerds: Surely the moſt - 
refined. philoſophy will pardon the 
| equivocation, by which the Egyptian 

' midwives evaded the king's order: 
ſurely the moſt zealous adyocate for 

| implicit obedience to regal authority, 

will not cenſure thoſe parents who, 

as far as they were able, diſobeyed a 
command which. violated the firſt law 
of nature, counteracted the moſt pow- 
ful inſtin& of humanity, and oppoſed 
me ſovereign authority of heaven, 
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Tur mother of Mates, chooling to | 
obey nature and God rather than 
man, hid her ſon three months. 
And when ſhe found it impoſſible to 
conceal him longer, as the laſt expe - 
dient for his ſafety, ſhe put him into an 
ark of bull-ruſhes properly ſecured 
againſt the water, and laid him among 
| the ruſhes by the river ſide, near the 
Place where the king's daughter and 
5 5 NN 
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„ attendants uſually came to bathe, 
Then leaving the child, doubtleſs with 
| diſtreſſing anxiety, but not without 
hope that ſome fortunate incident 


might occur, ſhe ſtationed her daugh- 


ter not far from the Place to obſerve No 


the iſſue. 


: "Saks after, the young princeſs, 
Pharaoh's daughter, came with her at- 
. tendants to the river ſide. She imme 

diately caſt her eye upon the ark lying 

among the ruſhes, and, curious to 

| know the contents, ſent one of her 
| maidens to fetch it. The mother, 
to preſerve the child as long as ſne 
could, had covered it up with care 
in its ruſhy cradle, which without 
ſome friendly hand to fave it, muſt 
ſhortly have been its grave. The 
princeſs removed the covering and 

found—a child. © And behold the 

babe wept,” The cries of infants 
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find eaſy acceſs to the female heart, 
Though the helpleſs innocent knew 
not its danger nor was able to beg 
for protection; its piteous tears ſpoke 
to the feelings of the young princeſs 
with an eloquence which no prejudi- 
ces of education, no pride of rank, 


no motives of intereſt or prudence, 


” could withſtand, 


| Wan fon ee that it belonged 
to one of the Hebrews. It was a 
child of ſuch mean and ignoble birth, 


as might ſeem beneath the notice of 


a royal princeſs. It ſprung from a race 
of ſtrangers, who had no natural claim 
to protection and favour in Egypt. 
It came under the ſentence of her 
father's edict againſt the male children 
ol the Iſraelites. To attempt its re- 
ſcue might therefore be conſtrued in- 
to an act of diſobedience to him, 
7 and rebellion againſt the government, | 


and 
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and might expoſe ber to private re- 


ſentment and public cenſure. Any 


of theſe circumſtances may be bo. 
| 8 poſed to have ariſen in how mind | 
upon the diſcovery of the child; and 


to a prejudiced and bigotted under- 


ſtanding, a cowardly and timorous 


ſpirit, or a ſelfiſh and unfeeling heart, 


might have furniſhed an apology for 
leaving the helpleſs infant to per iſh. 
But, either ſhe was ſo wholly loſt in 


the emotions of pity which the inci- 


dent excited as to be inattentive to 
every other conſideration, or (which 


is more probable) the principles of 
generoſity and compaſſion had ſuch 
a commanding power within her, as 
to overbalance every inferior motive. 
ce She had eee on 1 the child.” 


His ſiſter, who ſtood near, ob- - 


| ſerving the favourable notice which 
the princeſs 400K of her infant bro- 


ther, 
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PIO ventured! to peak a wort: in his 
| behalf, and offered to go and call 
one of the Hebrew women to nurſe 
the child for her. The princeſs liſten- 
ed to the propoſal, which accorded 
with her benevolent intentions, and 
ſent her to ſeek for a nurſe. The meſ- 
= ſenger, who was at no loſs to whom 
to apply, ran and called the child's 
mother. With what pleaſure the 
mother received and obeyed the ſum- 5 
mons, which baniſhed all her fears 
and placed herſelf and her ſon under 
the protection of the king's daughter, 
may be better conceived than expreſſed. 
Doubtleſs with a joyful heart and eager 
ſteps ſhe came to the place; but pro- 
bably ſuppreſſed the emotions which 
agitated her mind, that ſhe might 
- conceal from the princeſs the circum- 


ſtance of her being the mother of the 
child. The princeſs, with all the dig- 


atx and * which became hey ; 


e * 0 * 3 


5 ak ind with all hs e Bon 
and ſweetneſs which female tender- 
neſs could inſpire, took the child in 
her arms, and delivered it to the 


mother, ſaying, 5575 Take this child, 


and nurſe it for me, and 1 will give 


: Tee oy wages. ; 


Gaines never appears ſo truly 
reſpectable, as when employed in acts 
of mercy. The daughter of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt never ſhane with half 
ſuch attractive charms, when decked | 
With every ornament which the wealth 
and taſte of Egypt could ſupply, and 
ſurrounded with all the ſplendors off 


5 her father's court, as at the moment 
when ſhe uttered theſe words. 


35 Tar mother 1 home her love- 
77 charge in triumph, and fairhfully 
executed the pleaſing taſk aſſigned her. 
Nor did the princeſs afterwards 1 . 
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of her Anda or deſert the child 
whoſe life ſhe had ſaved. When he 
grew up ſhe adopted him as her fon, 

introduced him to the court of Egypt, 
and obtained for him the favour of 


the king. It was through her boun- 


ty that he was nurſed in his infancy, 


and inſtructed in his childhood and 


youth, and that he afterwards became 
« learned in all the wiſdom of the 
Egyptians, and e in words and | 
5 deeds.” 


"Tas ſpecies of charity which the 


Egyptian princeſs exhibited on this f 


coccaſion, is well deſerving of imitati- 


on. The care of children who are 
left in a forlorn and deſtitute conditi- 
on, or whoſe parents are unable to - 
provide for their ſupport and educa- 
tion, is an act of kindneſs dicta- 


ted by the principles of humanity, : 
” and productive of great benefits to 


ſociety. 


13 M Os E s. 


ſociety. Whether theſe acts of cha- 
| rity are performed i In private by indi- | 


viduals, or publicly in inſtitutions 


eſtabliſhed for the purpoſe, if they be 


conducted with a tolerable ſhare of 


diſcretion, they cannot fail of being 
in a high degree beneficial. As ye 
have therefore opportunity, let the 


helpleſs infant, or the deſerted orphan, 


become objects of your charitable no- 
tice. © Be thou as a father to the fa- 
therleſs, and thou ſhalt be as the fon 


of the Moſt High.” . 


hc not to loſe ſight at the prin- 


cipal character which it is the deſign 


of this diſcourſe to exhibit—let us 
paſs from the infancy of Moſes, to 


the time in which he firſt makes his 
appearance in the ſacred hiſtory as the 
deliverer of Iſrael. 


Moszs after having for many years 
reſided 
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reſided in the court of Egypt, obſerved 


with concern the oppreſſed ſtate of 


his brethren the Iſraelites; and re- 


taining a warm attachment to his na- 
tion, he formed the generous deſign 
of viſiting them in their ſtate of bond- 


age, probably with a view to find 


out ſome means for their relief. In 
order to accompliſh his purpoſe, he 
voluntarily reſigned his connection 
with the Egyptian court, and took 


up his reſidence among his poor and 
deſpiſed countrymen. Neither the 


charms of wealth and power or the 


enticements of pleaſure on the one 


hand, nor the dread of Pharaoh's re- 
ſentment and the certain expectation 


of poverty, diſtreſs, and contempt on 

the other, were ſufficient to overcome 
the generous principles which at- 
tached him to his countrymen, or 
divert him from his reſolution to exert 


himſelf in their favour. Relying on 


the 5 
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the aoodneh of bis chalk, and on che 
affiſtance and bleſſing of the God of 
his fathers, and firmly perſuaded that 

he ſhould be able, under his direction, 


to effect his purpoſe, he went forth 


and joined himſelf to his brethren. 
This is the part of his character for 
which he is ſo highly and juſtly cele- 
brated by the author of the epiſtle to 
the Hebrews. © By faith Moſes, when 
he was come to years refuſed to be 
called the ſon of Pharaoh's daughter ; 
chooſing rather to ſuffer affliction with 
the people of God, than to aer the 


85 e of ſin for a ſeaſon.” 


Tun ig ing tit in the 


character of this great man, which 
was diſplayed not only in the preſent 


| inſtance, but through all the tranſac- 


tions of his future life, and to which 


at their ſource all his other virtues | 
may be traced, was a generous, dif 
intereſted 


NM O 8 E of 121 : 


| intereſted Silo attention to the 
Intereſts of his brethren. And indeed 
it may be obſerved as a general max- 


im, that the real merit of any charac- 


ter is always in proportion to the 
degree in which the ſocial principles 
prevail over the ſelfiſh. The man 
who diſcovers by the whole courſe of 


his actions, that he lives for himſelf 
alone, and who makes no ſcruple of 


5 ſacrificing the intereſts of others to his 


own, is always beheld with contempt; 
while he who conſults the eaſe, con- 


venience and happineſs of all around 
him, and chearfully foregoes his own 


private indulgence or advantage to 
procure more important benefits for 
others, concerning whom it may be 


ſaid that «“ he ſeeketh not his own 


profit but the profit of many,” is an 


object of general eſteem and admira- | 
tion. 


8 1 


m MOSES. 


Ir is of little Singende in de- 
rermining the degree of moral worth 
in any character, to take into the ac- 


count the ſituation in which a man 
— placed, or the ſphere in which he 
acts. The principles which have the 
chief ſway in his mind, and are the 
| leading ſprings of his actions, are 
in the firſt place to be regarded. 


And a man may diſcover as much 


benevolence and generoſity of ſpirit 
in an obſcure ſtation, or in the retire- 


ments of domeſtic life, as could be 


diſplayed in performing the moſt pub- 
lic and diſtinguiſhing part on the 
great theatre of the world. Whether 


your rank in life, and the connections 


in which you are placed, give you an 


opportunity of ſerving your country 

by the wiſdom of council or the va- 
Jour of arms, or by performing offices 
inſtituted for the benefit of the com- 
munity or whether your contracted 


circum- | 
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MOSES mn; 


circumſtances and Bae ation on- 


iy permit you to contribute to the 
public good, by a chearful ſubmiſſion 
to lawful authority, and a diligent 


and conſcientious diſcharge of the 


: private duties of life; vou have, in 


either caſe, ſufficient opportunities of 


manifeſting thoſe diſpoſitions, which | 
_ chiefly diſtinguiſh one man from ano- 
ther, and which will intitle you to 


honour and eſteem. Cheriſh the be- 
nevolent and generous affections ; 


live for others as well as for your- 
ſelf; and whether you be high or 
low, rich or poor, your character ſhall 


be reſpected while you live, and poſ- 


terity will ſay concerning you, what 
the fon of Sirach ſays concerning 
Moſes, „He was beloved of God 


and men, and his memorial is bleſſed,” 


WIERE the benevolent principle i E 
predominant, it will dictate a thou- 


e fand 
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fand ol af kindneſs, which d 
never have fallen in the way of the 
ſelfiſn man: it will point out innu- 
merable opportunities of obliging and 

ſerving others in the common inci- 
dents of life; and will be as induſ- 
trious in ſeeking, and as ready to em- 
brace ſuch opportunities, as to difplay 
itſelf before the world in the more 


ſplendid ſcenes of public action. The 


ſame generous ſpirit which firſt brought 
Moſes from the Egyptian court to the 
tents of the Ifraelites, and led him to 
form the great deſign of their deli- 
verance, directed his behaviour in an 
adventure which he met with on his 
entrance into the country of Midian 5 
after he had left Egypt. 


" Airs down by the fide of a well 
to refreſh himſelf, it happened that 
there came up to the well the daugh- 


ters of a neighbouring ſhepherd to 
ray 


" 
4 
8 

55 
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draw water for their father's flock. : 
In this country, where water was. 
ſcarce, it was the cuſtom, that thoſe. 
ſhepherds who firſt got poſſeſſion of 


a well might claim it as their own 


for that time. Notwithſtanding this, 


certain ſhepherds who came immedi- 
ately afterwards to the ſame place, 
attempted to deprive the young fe- 


males of their right and drive them 


away. Moſes had too much native 


generoſity, and had been too well 
_ inſtructed in the rules of good breed- 


ing, not to perceive the injuſtice and 


rudeneſs of this behaviour, or to be 


capable of- remaining inactive on ſuch. 


an occaſion, “ He ſtood up, and 


helped them, and watered their flocks.” 
How happily his civility was reward- 
ed, the ſequel of the ſtory ſhows : 


« When they came to Reuel their 
father, he ſaid, How is it that ye 


come ſo ſoon to day? and they ſaid, 
. . yy An 
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An Egyptian delivered us out of the 


hand of the ſhepherds, and alſo drew 
water enough for us, and watered the 
flock. And he ſaid unto his daugh- : 
ters, And where is he? Why is it that 
ye have left the man? Call him that 


he may eat bread. And Moſes was 


content to dwell with the man, and 
be gave Moſes Zipporah his daugh- 


Tris ſtory, at the ſame time 


that it gives us a beautiful ſpecimen 
of the ſimplicity of ancient manners, 
exhibits. an inſtructive pattern of that 
courtely and civility, which are the 
natural offspring of an humane and 
- generous Mgr. 


Tax ſame ſpirit which governed 


Moſes when in Egypt, and while he 
dwelt in the land of Midian, after- 


wards inſpired him with reſolution 


to undertake the arduous office to 
which he was appointed by the Lord; 


M os E Ky 


and diſplayed itſelf through all the 
intereſting ſcenes which paſſed after 


he became the ſaviour and the law- 


_ giver of Iſrael, 


Penne their long paſſage througlk 
the wilderneſs, neither the toils and 


hardſhips of the way, nor even the 


diſcontent and ingratitude of the peo- 
ple, could abate the ardor of his af- 


fection for his countrymen, or diſheart- 


en him in his endeavours to ſerve 5 


| them, 


IT was. a ſtriking inſtance of his 
generoſity and public ſpirit, that when 


ſome of his friends informed him that 


two men in the camp propheſied, and 
through their zeal for his honour 


_ requeſted him to forbid them, he re- 
plied, “ Envieſt thou for my fake ? 


Would God that all the Lord's peo - 


ple were prophets, and that the. Lord 


G 4. wou Id. 


i „ e 


would put his ſpirit upon them.” 


Every idea of perſonal honour or diſ- 
tinction vaniſhed, when brought into 
competition with the good of his 


countrymen: and he could chear- 
fully ſee others diſtinguiſhed by the 
ſame powers with himſelf, if by this 


means the general intereſt might be 0 


- oe 


AcTuaTED by ſuch patriotic prin- 
eiples himſelf, he could not bear to 
ſee a ſelfiſh and cowardly ſpirit in 


others. Hence it was, that when he 


found two of the tribes diſpoſed to 


make a ſettlement before they arrived 
at the country deſtined for them, and 
leave their brethren to encounter the 


hardſhips of war, he rebuked them 


in this animated language; © Shall 


your brethren go to war? and ſhall ye 


fit here? Wherefore diſcourage ye 


the heart of the children of Iſrael, from 


going 


3 * i 
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going over into the land which the 


Lord hath given them?“ 


To the ſame noble principle we are 


to aſcribe that part of his character, 
for which he has been ſo highly ce- 
: lebrated, his meekneſs. It was be- 


cauſe his love to his countrymen Was 


: ſteady and invincible, that he endu- 


red all their complaints and reproach- 


es with ſuch perſevering calmneſs, 
as to obtain this character, © that he 


was very meek above all the men that 


dwelt upon the face of the earth.“ 


When the people inſulted him with 


their murmurings, ſaying, Would 


to God we had died in Egypt, for ye 


have brought us forth. into this wil- 
derneſs to kill this whole aſſembly” 
with hunger ;” his mild reply was: 


What are we that ye murmur againſt 


us? Your murmurings are not . 
vs, but againſt the Lord,” And 
G5; __ when 


20 M o * E 8. 1 
_ when the Lord had puniſhed Miriam 


for her contemptuous treatment of 


Moſes, far from triumphing in her 


puniſhment, he pitied her diſtreſs, 


and prayed unto the Lord, ſaying, 


- « Heal her now, O God, I beſeech 
85 thee.” How friking the reſemblance 


between this prayer and that of Jeſus 


for his enemies, «Father, forgive them, 


: _ EY TO. not what they do!“ 


Pi ROM this example of meekneſ, 
let us learn to cultivate that cha- 
rity which is © not eaſily provoked, 


which ſuffereth long, and is kind.” 


To enable us to practiſe the virtue 
of meekneſs, it 1s neither neceſſary 
that we ſhould be poſſeſſed of diſtin- 


guiſhed abilities, nor placed in an 
exalted ſtation. Every relation, ever) 
ſituation in life affords us ſufficiert 
opportunities for the exerciſe of this i 
e, In every family, little inci- 
dents 


8 


| dents will ſometimes occur, to diſ- 


turb domeſtic tranquillity. In the 


moſt common tranſactions of life, 


opinions will ſometimes claſh; con- 


trary inclinations will ariſe; real or 
imaginary intereſts will interfere; and 
fretfulneſs and peeviſhneſs will create 
vexation, and provoke contention, 
without any ſufficient ground. In the 
more important concerns of civil po- 
licy or religion, different and even 


oppoſite ſyſtems will be adopted; - 


parties will be formed; on both ſides 
_ vague declamation, and perhaps bit- 


ter invective, will be ſubſtituted in 
the room of cool reaſoning and ſolid 


argument; and angry debates and 


ferce contentions will enſue. In the 
preſent ſtate of human nature, wez 


need not therefore be at a loſs for 
occaſions to exerciſe a meek and 


gentle temper. And if we be proper- 


ly under the influence of the princi- 


8 6 - ee | 
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ple of benevolence, we ſhall never 
want the inclination. This inward 
monitor will teach us to make the 
ſame candid allowances for the miſ- 
takes, prejudices, and humours of 
others, which we expect others to 
make for our own : it will prompt us 
to endure with much patience and 
good humour, that petulance and 
ſpleen, which we are able to impute 
to any other cauſe than malignity of diſ- 
poſition: it will even enable us to 


ſuffer deſigned affronts and real inju- 


ries without loſing the command of 
ourſelves, or indulging the deſire of 
revenge; and to obey that divine pre- 


cept of our holy religion, «Be not 


overcome of evil, but overcome evil 


| with good. 2 
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= Tarmy WAS A MAN IN ' THE LAND OF. 
5 Uz, WHOSE NAME WAS Jos, AND 
= THAT MAN WAS PERFECT: AND up- 
RIGHT, AND ONE THAT FEARED GOD 
AND ESCHEWED EVIL, 1 5 


JT iS not t eaſy to determine whether 
chere be greater virtue, in preſerv- 


ing our innocence at + eg 4 
reſpectable and uſeful character in 1 
. Proſperity and affluence, or in ſuſtain. — *+ 
ing the burdens of adverſity witha = 
: patient and chearful mind. If it 3 = 
true, that not only natural fortitude, = 
but moral and religious principles 
thoroughly eſtabliſhed and vigorouſly 

_ exerciſed, are neceſſary to enable a 
man to endure diſappointments, bo- 

i dily pain and other calamities, with- 

out ſinking into deſpondency, or be- 

coming a prey to the reſtleſs paſſions 
of fretfulneſs and diſcontent; it is not 5 
leſs true, that nothing but a juſt ſenſſe 
of the obligations of morality add 
religion, and a deliberate and ſteady . 
determination to prefer innocence o ß 
character and peace of mind to every | 
thing elſe, can be ſufficient to ſecure 
a man againſt the allurements of vici- 
ous pleaſure, the ſnares of ambition, 
and all the aſſaults wich his virtue 
8 „ malt 
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. 
muſt ſuffer in a ſeaſon of proſperity. 
Good principles and habits are our 
only ſecurity in any condition of hu- 
man life; and if we are poſſeſſed of 


| theſe, we are prepared for every event 
Wbiche can befal us. . 


ea may then juſtly pronounce that 
man's virtue ſincere and ſteady, whom 
neither the ſmiles of fortune can ſe- 
duce, nor her frowns deter, from the 
practice of his duty; who preſerves 
his manners unblemiſhed and his 
heart uncorrupted, alike in proſpe- 


rity and in adverſity, | Such is the 


character which is at this time to be 
preſented to our view. In the moſt 
remote extremes of fortune, when he 


was ſurrounded with every enticement 


to vice, and when he was oppreſſed 
by every calamity which could be 
ſuppoſed to overpower his Vito 


of ed n perfect and upright man.“ 


15 
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In every condition of our lives, Whe⸗ 


ther we be rich or poor, proſperous 


or afflicted, we have therefore in Job 


a pattern worthy of our attentive re- 

3 gard and careful imitation ; 5 pattern 
Which will teach us, better than all 
the precepts of philoſophy, „ both 
how to be abaſed, and how to abound.” 


Fon the particulars of Job's cha- 
racter in the years of his proſperity, 
we muſt have recourſe to the account 
which he gives of himſelf, in the 
| honeſt apology for his paſt life, which 
was extorted from him by the unge 


nerous inſinuations and cruel accula- 
| tions of * friends. 


7 "Tan riches which he poſſeſſed, 
though they raiſed him above his bre- 
thren in rank and conſequence, did 


not elate his heart with pride; they 


neither inſpired him with deceitful 
5 expecta- 
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8 expektations of advantages which they 


are incapable of beſtowing, nor led 


him to entertain extravagant ideas 
of his own conſequence, and treat 
others leſs diſtinguiſned than himſelf 
with contempt. He did not make 
gold his hope, nor ſay unto fine gold, 
thou art my confidence; he rejoiced 
not becauſe his wealth was great, and 


becauſe his hand had gotten much.“ 


Free from pride, he was alſo a ſtran- 
ger to its natural offspring revenge, 
and never indulged himſelf in male- 
volent wiſhes againſt his enemies, or 
in a ſpiteful triumph over their mis- 
fortunes. © He rejoiced not at the 
deſtruction of him that hated him, 


nor ſuffered his mouth to fin, by 


wiſhing a curſe to his ſoul.” He 


employed not his power in acts of op- 


preſſion and ſeverity, nor ever refuſed. 
to diſtribute impartial juſtice among 
the weak and defenceleſs, and even 


among. 
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among the loweſt of his dependents; 
for religion had taught him that all 
men are on a level in the ſight of their 
Maker, and that wealth and power 
will be no ſecurity againſt his diſplea- 
ſure, in the day when the unrighteous 
and the oppreſſor ſhall ſtand before 
his dual e * He e not the 


eyes of the widow to fail; he deſpiſed 


not the cauſe of his man ſervant, or 


of his maid ſervant, when they con- 


tended with him; for he ſaid within 
himſelf, What then ſhall I do, when 


God riſeth up? And when he viſiteth, 


what ſhall I anſwer him? Did not he 
that made me in the womb make 
him? Did not one faſhion. us in the 
womb : 855 : 


lx the exerciſe of that authority 


which his wealth or his ſtation in 


ſociety gave him, he preſerved an 
8 inviolable 


x 


inviolable regard to truth and juſtice. 
« He put on righteouſneſs and it 
cloathed him, and "Tis judgment was 
as à robe and A diadem.” He em- 
ployed his abundance for the bene- 
fit of his brethren, exerciſing hoſpi- 
5 tality to ſtrangers, ſupplying the wants 
of the poor, and taking the fatherleſs 
and widow and ſuch as were oppreſ- 
ſed under his protection. e 
ſtranger did not lodge in the ſtreet, | 
but he opened his doors to the tra- 
veller: he did not eat his morſe 
himſelf alone, but the fatherleſs and 
widow did eat thereof with him.” 
„Did not I weep,” ſays he, © for 
him that was in trouble, and was not 
my ſoul grieved for the poor? I de- 
livered the poor that cried, and the 
fatherleſs, and him that had none to 
help him; the bleſſing of him that 
was ready to periſh came upon me, 
and : cauſed the widow” 8 heart to ſing 
for 


| for? joy: I was a ther to the poor, 


and the cauſe which I waned not 5 5 


ſearched _ 


5 Turan were the virtues which a- 


dorned the character of Job in the 
days of his proſperity. Let thoſe who 
are bleſſed with abundance, i in imitati- 


on of his example, « not be high-mind- 


ed, nor truſt in Uncertain | riches, 
but in the living God, who giveth 
richly all things to enjoy; ; let them 
do good, be rich in good works, 
ready to diſtribute, willing to com- 


| mu nicate.“ 


Tus hiſtory of Job ſuggeſts two 


very powerful motives, to engage 


thoſe who are in affluent circumſtan- 
ces to practiſe the virtues of proſpe- 


rity; that it will procure them honour 
and reſpect while their proſperous days 
Continue; and that it will furniſh them 
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with the beſt ſupport, if in the courſe 
of human affairs, poverty and afflicti- 
on ſhould hereafter be their portion. 


| MopzraTION, integrity, genero- 


fity, and the reſt of that lovely train 
of virtues which are the principal or- 
naments of an exalted ſtation, and 
give the higheſt value to a plentiful 


fortune, were doubtleſs the chief 


ground of the diſtinftion which Job 
obtained among his countrymen. K 
was on account of his wiſdom and 
goodneſs more than his wealth, that 
« when he went out unto the city, 
the young men who ſaw him retired, 
and the aged aroſe and ſtood up; that 
men gave ear unto him, and waited, 


and kept ſilence at his counſel ; that 
when the ear heard him, it bleſſed 


him, and that when the eye ſaw him, 
it gave witnels unto him.” Real 
eltcem and honour, are bs to be 


obtained 


„„ 10 * 


obtained by intellectual and Wend 


accompliſhments. Authority may 


_ create fear; an ability to confer fa- 
vours may command a ſervile atten- 


tion; a ſplendid appearance may at- 


tract the gaze of vulgar admiration; 
and ceremonious civility and artful 


5 adulation may Wait upon ſuperior 


rank: but the rich and powerful 5 
are then only ſincerely reſpected, when _ 


they diſcover a ſuperior underſtanding, 


manly views, and laudable purpoſes 


in the uſe and application of their 


wealth; they are then only heartily | 
beloved, when they ſoften the ſplen- 


dors of their ſtation by condeſcenſion 
and humility, and diſtribute the ſu- 
perfluities of their wealth, with a 
qudicious but liberal hang, in acts of 
beneficence. 


Tr a wiſe and virtuous uſe of 
pear is the belt preparation for 
adverſit Po 
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To give us a juſt idea of the nature 
and degree of Job's afflictions, it will 
be neceſſary that we take a brief ſur- 
vey of the happy condition in which 


he lived before his calamities fell up- 


on him. It had pleaſed the Almigh- 
ty to reward his uprightneſs and piety 
with remarkable ſucceſs in his af- 
fairs. And to extend and perpetuate 
his enjoyments, God had bleſſed him 
with a numerous and flouriſhing fa- 
mily: © he had ſeven ſons and three 
daughters.” Theſe he had doubtleſs 
_ educated with all the tender anxie- 
ties of parental affection: and he had 


now 


J O. R. 11 
adverſity, the remaining part of the 
kiſtory of Job, in which we are to 
follow him through a long ſeries of 
misfortunes and afllictions, and to 
obſerve the ſources from whence he 


derived conſolation under them, will 
fuſficiently prove. 


\ 


p £0 6 B. 
now the ſatisfaction of ſeeing ſeveral 
of them ſettled in diſtinct families; 
for the hiſtory relates, that it was a 
cuſtom among them, to meet by 
turns in each other's houſes for ſocial 
entertainment. 


I was at . Joakim, hen ke en- 
joyed all the happineſs which a plen- 
tiful fortune, a flouriſhing family, 

and honour and reſpect among his 

countrymen could afford; when in 

his own expreſſive language, © the 
Almighty was yet with him, when 

his children were about him, when 

the rock poured him out rivers of . 

oil, when his root was ſpread ont by 

the waters, and the dew lay all night 
upon his branches, when he ſaid, 13 
hall multiply my days as the and;“ 

it was at this ſeaſon that he was on a 
5 ſudden oppreſſed wy. a weight of at- 
D Aiction | 
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fiction which might ſeem too heavy 


for human ſtrength to ſupport. 


Ix one fatal day he received the 


diſtreſſing tidings, that part of his 
ſubſtance was deſtroyed by rapine and 
violence that what had eſcaped the 
hands of robbers was conſumed by 
: lightning — and that while his chil- 
dren were enjoying the feſtal hour, 
a violent hurricane had overturned 


the houſe in which they were aſſem- 


| bled, and buried them in its ruins. 

His flocks and herds — his ſervants— 
his children, were all—all cut off at 
once, —not one of the dear ſupports 
of his houſe was left to comfort him 
under the loſs of the reſt. The whole 

weight of his woe fell upon him in a 


moment: he had no intimation of 
the approaching ſtorm—no time al- 


lowed him to prepare for the alarm- 
ing 3 icene : . when he looked for joy 
H | then 
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then came ſorrbw. Theſe externa! 
| calamities were ſucceeded. by a Pain- 
ful and loathſome diſeaſe in his own 
body, fo that © he was made to poſ- 
ſeſs months of vanity, and weariſome 
nights were appointed to him.” 
Laſtly, to fill up the meaſure gf his 
afflictions, his familiar friends, who 
might have been expected to have 
poured the baim of conſolation into 
his wounded. tpirit, were eſtranged 
from him, and © they whom he 1; wed 
were turned againſt him.“ They in- 
ſinuated the moſt unfriendly ſuſpicions 
concerning his former character, and 
aſcribed his calamities to ſome con- 
cealed crimes, for which the Almigh- 
ty had ſeen fit to inflict upon him 
ſuch heavy puniſhments, © They 
| heaped their reproaches upon him, 
and perſecuted him with cruel words.“ 
Even the wife of his boſom, inftead 
ol ſoothing his forrows with the gen- 
5 b "ok 


. 
: tle accents of tenderneſs, would fain 5 
have urged him on to the laſt extre- 
mities of impious diſcontent and de- 
ſpair; ſhe ſaid unto him, © Doſt thou 


ſtill retain thine integrity? _ Curſe = 
ea DL, 


How did Job ſupport this accumu- 
| lated load of calamity? The narra- 
tion informs us, that after the meſſen- 
gers had acquainted him with the 
misfortunes which had befallen his 

_ poſſeſſions, - and the death of his chil- 
dren, © he rent his mantle, and ſhav- 
ed his head, and fell down upon the 
ground.” He felt all the ſorrow 

bi , eee on ſuch an occaſi- 
on; and he expreſſed his grief by the 
1 which were uſual among his 
e | 


„He could not but 12 fach thing wares 
That were 905 precious to him ;* 


Ha e 


N 
And is did not withhold: the tear 


which nature taught him to ſhed, on 


the reflection that they were now no 


more. But he proceeded no farther: 


he murmured not at the appointments 
of heaven: he upbraided not the 
Almighty with having requited him 
evil for all his obedience and fidelity: 
he renounced not religion as an un- 


profitable thing; nor did he, in the 


madneſs of deſpair, caſt back his life 
into the hands of his Maker as a gift 


not worth his acceptance. Heavy, a 


ſudden, and numerous as his calami- 


ties were, Job ſinned. not, neither 
charged God fooliſhly, He wor- 
Thipped God, and ſaid, Naked came 


1 out of my mother's womb, and 
naked ſhall I return thither: The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 


away ; bleſſed be the name of the 


Lord. = 
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To his wife's paſſionate exclama- 
tion, his calm and pious reply was, 
c Thou ſpeakeſt as one of the fooliſh 
women ſpeaketh: What? ſhall we re- 
ceive good at the hand of God, and 
- hall we not receive evil?” And though - 
_ afterwards his grievous bodily ſuf- 
ferings, and above all the unkindneſs 
and ſeverity of his friends, ſometimes 
drew from him bitter complaints, 
he never charged his Maker with in- N 
juſtice, or repented that he had 
ſerved God. Under all his aff ictions, 
he referred himſelf to the righteouſ- 
neſs and mercy of his Maker, and 
ſupported himſelf with the perſuaſion, 
that he would at laſt vindicate his 
innocence. Conſcious that © theſe 
things had not befallen him for any 
iniquity in his hands ;” able to make 
his appeal to heaven, and fay, 17 5 
knoweſt that J am not wicked;” in 
the loweſt depths of ſorrow he could 
H 35 derive | 


150 On 


_ derive ſupport and leon Bom” 
| religion : My friends ſcorn me, but 


mine eye poureth out tears unto God: 


| behold my witneſs is in heaven, and 
my record is on high: my foot hath. 
held his ſteps; his way have I kept 


and not declined, neither have I gone 
| back from the commandments of his 


lips: he knoweth the way that . 2 
take; when he hath tried me, I ſhall 


come forth as gold. Though he day 
| Mes yet will I truſt 1 in him.“ 


« Maxx the cf: man, and . 


hold the upright;” for even in the 25 


ſorrows of that man there is peace | 


Is the hiſtory of this perfect 0 ? 
upright man, we have a moſt affect- 
ing proof of the inſtability of all earth- 
ly poſſeſſions ; and at the ſame time 
a moſt inſtructive leſſon, to direct us 


in preparing for every viciſftude of 


life. St 55 
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| Yov. are at preſent perhaps in a 


ſituation, which exempts you from 
the burdens and afflictions which 5. 
thers ſuffer, and affords you every . 
2 enjoyme!.r thot is in any degreg effen- 
tial to the happineſs of life; and you 
fllatter yourſeives that many years of 
_ eaſe and proſperity yet lie before you: 
but © boaſt not yourſelf of to-morrow, - 
for you know not what a day may 
4 bring forth,” | LS 


25 Tra ebase which your own 


4 induſtry or that of your anceſtors has 
collected, and from which you pro- 
miſe yourſelf plentiful ſupplies for the 
relief of your wants, and the gratifi- 
cation of your deſires, is liable to be 
deſtroyed by the unſucceſsfulneſs of 
your future undertakings, by the 
aſſaults of fraud or violence, or by 


| ſudden and unavoidable misfortunes. 


Ha. Tnovon 
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; ter ſupport and cotplation from 
religion: My friends ſcorn me, but 
mine eye poureth out tears unto God: | 
_ behold my witneſs is in heaven, and 
my record is on high: my foot hath 
held his ſteps; his way have I kept 
and not declined, neither have I gone 
back from the commandments of his 
lips: he knoweth the way that 1 


take; when he hath tried me, I ſhall 


come forth as gold. Though he tay 5 
e yet will [ truſt i in him.” : 


ce Manx the =P man, and he- 
hold the upright ;” for even in the 
ſorrows of that man there is peace 3 


Is the nh of this perfeR and 
upright man, we have a moſt affect- 
ing proof of the inſtability of all earth- 
ly poſſeſſions ; and at the ſame time 
a moſt inſtructive leſſon, to direct us 
in preparing for every viciſitude of 


lite. TT 
| vou 


N — forth,” 


i r ene hich; your own 
: induftry or that of your anceſtors has 


collected, and from which you pro- 
miſe yourſelf plentiful ſupplies for the 
relief of your wants, and the gratifi- 


cation of your deſires, is liable to be 
deſtroyed by the unſucceſsfulneſs of 


your future undertakings, by the 


_ aſſaults of fraud or violence, or by 
: ſudden and unavoidable misfortunes. 
1 4 Tnovon : 
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| You. are at . perhaps in a 
3 which exemnts you from 
the burdens and afflictions Which 0 
thers ſuffer, and affords you every 
enjoyme nt chet is in any degree eſſen- 
tial to the happineſs of life; and you 
| fatter yourſeives that many years of 
eaſe and profperity yet lie before you: 
but © boalt not yourſelf of to-morrow, 
for you know not what a ad may 
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Troven you now enjoy vigorous 5 
health and chearful ſpirits, and may 
apprehend that in your conſtitution 
nature has laid a ſure foundation for 
their long continuance, and that your 
ſobriety and diſcretion are additional 
ſecurities for the uninterrupted enjoy- 
ment of this fundamental bleſſing; 
it is poſſible that the ſeeds of ſome _ 
painful and deſtructive diſeaſe may be 
at this inſtant lurking in your veins ; 
that, by ſome event apparently acci- 
dental and wholly unforeſeen, or by 
general cauſes which you are fo far 
from being able to remove that it is 


beyond your ſkill to explain, the 
whole animal machine may be thrown 


into diſorder, the operations of nature 
may become irregular, and pain and 
ſickneſs may take poſſeſſion of your 
frame, and bid defiance to the ſkill 
of the phyſician. and the power of 


| medicine. 
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1 you are now + furrontided by faith- 


ful friends, whole preſence | enlivens 
your hours, whoſe counſel directs your 


ſteps, and whoſe kindneſs and affec- 


tion is a perpetual cordial to your 
ſpirits; or if you now enjoy the ſin- 
cere pleaſures of parental love, while | 
you ſee your offspring gradually un- 
folding the powers of reaſon, while 
they twine about your hearts by .a | 
thouſand nameleſs endearments, while 
you delight yourſelves with flattering 
expectations concerning their future 
character and ſitustion in life, and 
promiſe yourſelf that they will reap 


the fruits of your labours and riſe up 


to call you bleſſed; preſume not with 


too much confidence on the continu- 


ance of theſe bleſſings. Let the 


mournful experience of others remind 


you, that your deareſt friends and 
even your beloved offspring are mor- 


tal. "Think it not ſtrange if at ſome 


3 unex- 


I T o B. 


unexpetted hae; diſcaſe 4 death * 
Mould rob you of theſe ineſtimable 
treaſures, and leave you nothing but 
the bitter remembrance that you once 


5 eb them. . 


To h n as theſe the 
frail: children of mortality are conti- 
_ .nually liable: and the more numerous 

are our preſent earthly poſſeſſions, to 
the greater variety of loſſes and af- 
flictions we are expoſed. This is the 
natural and unavoidable lot of man. 


But let us not repine at our conditi- 


on, or think it hard, that «man that 


is born of a woman is of few days and 
full of trouble.” For the great Father 


of men, who hath allotted us our ſeve- 
ral portions of good and ill, hath not 
left us without conſolation in the dark- 
eſt ſeaſon of adverſity. By the moral 
principles which he hath implanted 
within us, and the powers of reflection 
with 
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Kis INTEY be hath 0 us, he kak 
furniſhed us with inexhauſtible ſources 
of comfort within ourſelves, when 
external ſprings of enjoyment are 


dried up. The good man, who has 
faithfully performed the duties of his 


ſtation and accompliſhed the great 


5 ends of life while his day of proſperi- 
ty continued, is prepared to meet. 
the moſt ſudden and diſtreſſing reverſe 
of fortune, not indeed without pain- 

ful emotions, but without deſponden- 

cy and diſcontent: for he has a trea- 
ſure lodged 1 in his heart, of which no 
misfortune can ever deprive him, and 
which will be an inexhauſtible fund 


of peaceful reflections and pleaſing 


hopes. Conſcious integrity will be 
as an anchor to his ſoul, ſure and 


teadlaſt“ e 


Wat Which gives the Principal 


value to this mental treaſure is, that 
H 6 N it 


F 
5 
4 o 
F 
F 
* 

L 
e 

7 
5 
þ 
! 
= 
; $ 

* 

3 
"TH 
4 e 
#3% 
17 

i 
36 
EF 
"= 
. 
15 
8 

3 
= 
8 
3 ; 
1 
WE: 
ry 
| lh 
1 
+ 

1 
W 


br Ld 


ns - F 0 B. 


it entitles us to os confililons- of 
religion, and enables us to look up to 5 
the great Governor of the world with 
an humble confidence in his mercy. If 
we can reflect that, far from having abu- 
ſed the talents with which we have been 

entruſted, we have ſincerely and dili- 

gently employed them in the cultiva- 

tion and improvement of our own 
minds, and in the ſervice of our fel- 
| low creatures; we may affure ourſelves 


that our ſufferings are not inflicted 
upon us as puniſhments for our ſins, 
but appointed by unerring wiſdom 
and perfect goodneſs for our real ad- 
vantage. A conſciouſneſs of upright | 


Intentions, and the remembrance of a 
virtuous life, will give us authority to 


apply the general principles of religi- 


on to our own ſupport, under the par- 
ticular calamities which befal us; and 


; to make that great and good Being who 


governs the world our retreat and 


refuge, 


r 
FFF 
e LING: 2 FEA N 


57 ͤ > TER RTE ARA ES 9 
8 3 WS Bs. Oey 5 
5 2108 N 
* Ot III FP 1 » * 
5 RE ded : 5 : ; DET, 
N * 


T7 * B. 197 


| refuge, under. every painful thought, 5 
and in every hour of diſtreſs, 


3 "War then 2 but that we 
prepare ourſelves for all the calami- 
ties which may hereafter befal us, by 
reſolutely preſerving our innocence, 
and faithfully obeying the dictates of 
| our conſcience, and the laws of God, 
in every condition and relation of life? 
Let us deliberately form, and ſtead- 

faſtly adhere to the reſolution of Job; 
“ All the while my breath is in me, 
and the ſpirit of God is in my noſtrils; 
my lips ſhall not ſpeak wickedneſs, nor 
my tongue utter deceit: till I die 
I will not remove my integrity from 
me: my righteouſneſs I hold faſt, and 


will not let it g0; my heart ſhall not 
reproach me ſo long as I live.” 
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MONG the many bad effects of 
controverſy, this is one, that 
charac- | 
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15 characters, which are ſuppoſed to be 
connected with the queſtion in diſpute, 
are liable to be miſrepreſented _ by 
zealots on either fide; ſo that between 
the extravagant encomiums of the 
panegyriſt, and the ridicule and 
obloquy of the ſatiriſt, it is extreme- 
1y difficult for the impartial enquirer 


to diſcover the truth. T his hath been 


remarkably the caſe with "mm __— 
1 the character of David. 5 


Sox ingenuity and wit, and no 
ſmall ſhare of ſeverity and ill- nature, 
not to add miſrepreſentation and abuſe, 
have been employed by the opponents 
of revelation, to ſink the character of 


David into univerſal contempt. And 


much learning and critical ſkill have 
been diſplayed by the advocates for 


chriſtianity, in their apologies for this 
favourite character. But both parties 


OF have ſpared themſelves much 
 unneceſ- 
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F 
unneceſſary labour: for the determi- 
nation of the degrees of moral me- 
rit or demerit in the character of 
David is by no means of eſſential con- 
ſequence in the great queſtion con- 
cerning revelation. David i 1s indeed, 
8 ſcripture, ſtiled « the man after 
God's own. heart, who ſhould fulfil 
all his will;“ but all that can be fair- 
ly inferred from hence is, that he was 
one whom the Almighty judged to 
be a proper perſon to rule over Iſrael, 
_and particularly that he was qualified 
and diſpoſed to carry on the great de- 
ſign of preſerving the worſhip of the 
one true God among the Iſraelites, 
while the neighbouring nations were 
wholly given to idolatry. The hiſtory 
of David's reign ſufficiently ſhows, 
that in this ſenſe he was indeed a man 
after God's own heart; and it is as 
unneceſſary as it would be fruitleſs, 
— to attempt to accommodate all the 
actions 
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5 actions of his life to any ether inter- 
os e of the words. 


Wr are chen at full Ubatty to ex- 
amine the character of David with 


impartiality ; ; and need to be under 


no apprehenſion of injuring the cauſe 


of religion, if while we admire its vir- 


tues we freely cenſure its defects and 
blemiſhes, and paint the heinous 
crimes which diſgraced it in their true 
colours. The latter are no leſs adapt- 
ed to afford us moral inſtruction than 
the former; and moral inſtruction 1 


the mae end of Feen 


In aho dale aa of David's life, we 
meet with an illuſtrious inſtance of 
true courage. While he was yet but 
a youth, and unſkilled in martial ex- 
erciſes, he undertook to meet a cham- 


pion of the Philiſtines, who had given 


2 n challenge to the men of A- 
f | rael, 
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FTE 45d engage Hin in ſingle combat: 
and, without any other weapon than : 
a ſling and a ſtone, © he ſmote the Phi- 
liſtine and flew him.” 
exploit he was ſupported, not by na- 
tural fortitude alone, but by religious 
principles, which will always be found 
the moſt ſecure and ſteady baſis of an 
| heroic character. When he went fort! 
againſt the Philiſtine, he ſaid, « Thou 
. comet: to me with a ſword, and with 
a ſpear, and with a ſhield ; but I 


In this brave 


come to thee in the name of the Lord 
of hoſts, the God of the armies of I. 
rael.“ 


Sven principles as theſe are entirely 
diſcarded out of the ſyſtem of modern 


heroiſm. The champions of the pre- 


ſent day give and accept the challenge, 
not like the ancient heroes of Greece 
and Rome, to ſave their country, or 
obtain for themſelves immortal re- 


nown ;. 
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non; nor like this young hero, to == 
; ſupport the honour of the God of his 
fathers; but— to decide ſome diſputed 
_ queſtion; to give or obtain ſatisfacti- 
on for ſome affront, generally trifling, 
often imaginary ; or to ſettle ſome 
point of honour, for the determining 
of which no proviſion is made in courts 
of law or equity. Thus is that bold 
and martial ſpirit, in which our anceſ- 
tors vied with the greateſt names of 
antiquity, - debaſed, and vaniſhed into 
the mere phantom of falſe honour, 


Wirz an heroic ſpirit we find uni- 
ted, in the character of David, no 
ſmall ſhare of diſcretion and prudence 
La union rarely to be met with in 
young perſons. In ſituations which 

required great circumſpection; at firſt 
while he was a favourite with his ma- 
ſter Saul, king of Iſrael; and after- 

+ yards when he was the object of his 

envy | 


II 


. 1 i 


envy as malice, he maintained ſuch 
_ a ſteady propriety of conduct, as pro- 
cured him general eſteem. « David 
| behaved himſelf wiſely in all his ways, 
ſo that his name was much ſet by. ” | 


Ir was doubtleſs on account of theſe 
and other ſhining and amiable quali- 
ties, that Jonathan, the ſon of Saul, 
attached himſelf warmly to David, 
and maintained an intimate and affec- 

tionate friendſhip with him as long as 
he lived. The ſoul of Jonathan was 
knit with the ſoul of David, and Jo- 
nathan loved him as his own ſoul.” 
His friendſhip was not of that ſuper- 
ficial kind, which glitters to the eye, 
and amuſes the ear, without finding 
its way to the heart; nor was it of ſo. 
flimſy a texture, as to be torn in 
pieces by the firſt blaſt of adverſe for- 
tune. It rendered him anxious for the 
fatery of his friend, and urged him to 


hazard 


165 D. A. WILD 


hazard his: on in, ls defence. 


Though David's enemy was Jona- 


than's own father, and the king of 
Iſrael, who would doubtleſs be highly | 
_ offended by every attempt to juſtify 
or ſcreen him, and who had it in his 


power to inflict ſevere puniſhment 


wherever he pleaſed; yet Jonathan 
not only ventured to neglect his fa- 


ther's cruel command to kill David, 


but informed him of his danger, and 


employed his intereſt with Saul to ob- 


tain a reconciliation, And when he 
found that all his efforts for this pur- 


poſe only procured a ſhort reſpite for 
his friend, but produced no change in 
his father's diſpoſitions ; becauſe he 


was convinced that envy and jealouſy 


were the foundation of his implacable 
averſion to David, and ſaw that no- 


thing but his death would fatisfy him; 


| he contrived means for his friend's eſ- 


—_— and having comforted him in 
his 
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his hazardous ſituation by this kind 
aſſurance, © Whatever thy foul defi- 

reth I will do for thee,” he took an 
_ affectionate leave of him, and return 
ed to his father 8 houſe. 


Tur the friendſhip was mutual, 
and that David long retained a grate- 
ful remembrance of the generous ſer- 
vices which his friend had rendered 
him, is ſufficiently evident from the 
grief which he expreſſed on receiving 
the news of his death, and the bitter 
lamentation which he uttered on che 


occaſion. © How are the miglity fal- 


len in the midſt of the battle! O Jo- 
nathan, thou wait ſlain in thy high 
places! I am diſtreſſed for thce, my 
brother Jonathan; very pleaſant Har 
thou been unto me: thy love to me 
was wonderful, paſſing the love of 
women! How are the mighty fallen, 
and the weapons of war periſhed!” 


Fam 


r 2 3 "> * n 8 1 CAR 99 r 1 dis at; 
; 1 = _ Y 4 — = 2 8 wp ; pm. aw <> —_ 2 : * pe er 
3 KEE» Ham 22 — 3 : LL, DONT > Dir oe en phone r 2 
3 of n 1 1 2 E "2, Fang —— * - a , N. o » - — — _ — 
8 c n 2 => arr or . r r * = f 3 O 
„ SEM toaſt a. PETE ry Wa „ 9 2 9 
7 eee 2. ee 83 — 2 OE a nd fe porn a -_ ' E «- ; = 8 
ada — CS . 


j i + — 
42 5 
2225***%*%ũ. ũ K- 


Ss EA 
o —ů — SO 1 — 


— 


Fe — —ͤ—•—⁶w 


1 DAVID. 


From this inſtince of ſincere and | 
perrrianent friendſhip, we may learn 
to correct and improve our ideas on 
this important ſubject. It is really 
ſurpriſing to obſerve, how few ingre- 
dients are at preſent required to make 
up this cordial of life—on what eaſy 


terms the appellation of a friend is ob- 


| tained or beſtowed. If one man treats 
you with civility in the common in- 
tercourſes of life, and addreſſes you 
with the cuſtomary forms of attention 85 
and politeneſs; and eſpecially if he 
mingles with his complaiſance a ſmall 


portion of flattery — he is your friend. 


If another makes you his companion, 


and entertains you with the luxuries 


of his table; if he invites you to be a 

ſpectator of the magnificence or ele- 
gance which he diſplays in his manner 
of living; to fill up the train of his ad- 


mirers while he ſets himſelf forth as a 
man n of taſte, learning, or humour; or 
perhaps 
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Fan to ſupply his own 1 defects, 
and furniſh his gueſts with that en- 


tertainment which his own uncultiva- 


ted underſtanding and ſhallow capa- 


city is unable to provide—he is your 
friend. If your ſuperior has occaſion 
for your ſervices, a condeſcending 
ſmile, a little flattery judiciouſly ad- 


miniſtred, and a few profeſſions of 
attention to your intereſts, ſhall per- 


| haps be ſufficient to captivate your 


heart, and to give you a full aſſu- 
rance that you enjoy the honour of 


his friendſhip. But let us not be de- 


ceived by, appearances, | nor delude 
ourſelves by the mere ſound of words ; 


for © there is a friend who is only a 
5 friend i in name.“ Before we pronounce 
a man to be a friend indeed, we 


ſhould be well aſſured that he has a 


heart ſuſceptible of tender and he | 
rous feelings, and that he is capable 


5 of 


of a ſubſtantial and difinter 
eſted acts of kindnes, 0 ö 


Concxnb iNG the : 5 you call your 
friend—tell me, Will he weep with 
you in the hour of your diſtreſs ? 
Will he faithfully reprove you to your 
face, for actions for which others are 
ridiculing or cenſuring you behind 
your back? Will he dare to ſtand 
forth in your defence, when detracti- 
on 1s ſecretly aiming its deadly wea- 
pons at your reputation? Will he 
acknowledge you with the fame cor- 
diality, and behave to you with the 
ſame friendly attention, in the com- 
pany of your ſuperiors in rank and 
fortune, as when the claims of pride 
or vanity do not interfere with 
thoſe of friendſhip? If misfortunes 
and loſſes ſhould oblige you to re- 
tire into a walk of life, in which 
you cannnot appear with the ſame diſ- 

tinction, 
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1 or entertain your friends 
with the ſame liberality as formerly, 5 
will he ſtill think himſelf happy in 
your ſociety, and, inſtead of gradu- | 
ally withdrawing himſelf from an 
_ unprofitable connection, take plea- 
ſure in profeſſing himſelf your friend, 
and chearfully aſſiſt you to ſupport 
the burden of your afflictions? When 
ſickneſs ſhall call you to retire from 
the gay and buſy ſcenes of the world, 
will he follow you into your gloomy 
retreat, liſten with attention to your 
c tale of ſymptoms,” and miniſter the 
| balm of conſolation to your fainting 
ſpirit? And laſtly, when death ſhall 
burſt aſunder every earthly tie, will 
he ſhed a tear upon your grave, and 
lodge the dear remembrance of your 
mutual friendſhip in his heart, as a 
_ treaſure never to be reſigned? The 
man who will not do all this, may 
de your companion your flatterer 
12 "7 your 
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; your ſeducer—but, believe me, he 0 


bs not your F riend. 


Aa abi part of the cha- 
racter of David is the forbearing and 
55 forgiving temper, which he exerciſed 


in repeated inſtances towards Saul. 


Though from the firſt moment when 
Saul diſcovered that David was a fa- E 
vourite with the people, he entertain- 

ed the moſt determined and malicious 1 

ſpirit of revenge againſt him; ; though 


he made repeated attempts upon his 


| life, and purſued . him from place to 
Place, <« as one doth hunt a partridge iy 


in the mountains ;” yet when an op- 
portunity was preſented to David of 
taking away the life of his enemy, 


he ſuffered him to eſcape, and only 
cut off the ſkirt of his robe; nay, ſuch 


was the tenderneſs of his mind, that 
he even repented of this: “ David's 


heart ſmote him becauſe he had cut 


| off 


1 
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off Saul's ſkirt,” And ako, whom 


another occaſion offered itſelf of put- 


ting an end by violence to that en- 


mity, which he found it impoſſible 5 
to overcome by gentleneſs and for- 


bearance; he ſtill perſevered in his 
reſolution, not to ſtretch forth his 
- and” againſt the Lord's Anointed. . 
Finding Saul afleep in the field, © he 
took the ſpear and the cruſe of water 
that ſtood by his | an and depart- 
ed. 


On: och treatment as this, it 1s. 


: impoſſible even for malice itſelf not 
to feel ſome relentings. Saul felt and 
acknowledged his own weakneſs, and 


the ſuperior merit of David's charac- 


ter. *-Thou art more righteous than 
= for thou haſt rewarded me good, 


whereas I have rewarded thee evil.“ 


Still however the malignant paſſions 
W over reaſon and humanity 3 


13 aud 
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and Saul comnycd- to perſecute = 
David, till at length he was obliged 
to take up his reſidence in a diſtant 
country. But though David's attempt 
to melt down the reſentment of his 
adverſary by kindneſs proved unſuc- 
ceſsful, he had nevertheleſs the ſatis-„„H 
faction to reflect, that he was more 
tighteous than Saul, his enemy him- 
ſelf being judge; and he doubtleſs 
felt more pleaſure from the recollec- 
tion of his forbearance, than the moſt 


complete gratification of his reſent- 
ment could have afforded him. 


To little minds. revenge may be 


ſweet; but great and generous ſpirits 
feel a conſciouſneſs of dignity and 
merit in rendering good for evil, 
with which the pleaſure of revenge 
cannot deſerve to be compared. They 
| know by experience the truth of the 
maxim, © That by taking revenge a 


22 


over diſtinguiſhed by the moſt eleva- 
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man is br even ch A enemy; . 


but in paſſing it over, he is his ſu- 
| octane 8 


Tas character of David was more- 


ted and ardent piety. Through the 


| ſeveral ſcenes of his life he maintain- 
ed a regard to the providence of God, 
acknowledged the loving kindneſs 
of the Lord in all the proſperous 
events which occurred, and in all his 
afflictions made the Lord his refuge, 
and the Moſt High his conſolation. 
He cheriſhed and ſtrengthened his 
pious affections, by a devout perform- 
ance of religious duties; and employ- 
ed the influence of his example, no 
leſs than his authority, to preſerve 
the worſhip of the one true God un- 
corrupted, in the midſt of the ido- 
latries which were practiſed among 


the neighbouring nations. To pro- 
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| mote the genuine ſpirit of. piety both : 
in himſelf and others, on every proper . 


occaſion public or private he compo- 


ſed a ſacred ode or pſalm; in which it 
| hath been juſtly obſerved, that „the 
boldeſt figures of eaſtern poetry are 
united with a ſimplicity which makes 
them intelligible to the common ear: 
the ſublimeſt ideas are given of the 
Deity; he is ſpoken of with the deep- RE 
_ eſt reverence, and yet with all the 


| warmth and pathos of 5 . 
= tude and alfection. 


Wurrurn we obnlider. the piety : 
of David as an habitual temper of 
mind, or as a warm emotion of the 
heart occaſionally expreſſed in folemn 
acts of worſhip, it is highly deſerving 
of imitation. For a ſettled habit of 
piety is at once the moſt E powerful and 


* Mrs Barbauld' s Ef on the Devotional Taſte, | 


. univerſal 
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ier aries of a virtuous a. 
racter, and the ſureſt ground of tran- 
quillity amidſt the viciſſitudes of life: 
and the cultivation and exerciſe of the 
_ devout affections is a fource of refined 
and ſublime pleaſures, which will al- 
ways be highly valued by thoſe who 
S have experienced them. 


Mir: thus largely inſiſted on 
the amiable and reſpectable parts of 
David's character, our deſign obliges 
us to reverſe the picture, and take 
ſome notice of his crimes. And here, 
we ſhall paſs over ſeveral actions 
which, though not capable of a ſatis- 
. factory vindication, are barely men- 
tioned in general terms by the ſacred 
| hiſtorian, to leave room for a more 
| particular attention to a fact which 
is circumſtantially related, and from 
which the moſt uſeful reflections. ma | 
be deduced. 


„ To 


78 D A * 1 D. 


' Taz fact was this, David, W 
on a ſudden enamoured with Bath- 
 theba, the wife of Uriah, who was 
at that time with the army at. the 
ſiege of Rabbah; in defiance of all 

the laws of honour and religion, and 
every virtuous and generous. princi- 
S ple, accompliſhed his purpoſe, And, 
. finding that it would be impoſſible 

| to conceal this illicit amour without 
| recalling Uriah, he ordered him to 
1 teu home. Uriah, however, after ; 
nis return refuſing to viſit his family, : 
David was diſappointed in his deſign, ; 
and was obliged to ſeek for ſome o- 
i ther expedient to prevent a public 
diſcovery of his crime. The expedi- 
ent he adopted was in itſelf ſill more 
criminal, than the action! it was intend- 
ed to conceal: it was nothing leſs 
than a deliberate plot againſt the life 
of Uriah; whom he expreſsly com- 
manded Joab to place in the forefront = 
„ | 115 8 
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5 of the hotteſt battle, and then to retire. 
from him that he might be ſmitten 
and die. Joab executed the com- 
miſſion with fidelity and diſpatch: 

Driah fell; and Bathſheba after a 
ſhort interval became the wife of 
David. - 


Abvurany, and murder, are crimes x; 
of to heinous a nature to admit of 


an apology. And in the preſent caſe, 
even thoſe circumſtances which ſome- 
times afford an extenuation of the 
guilt, are not to be found. In both 
inſtances, the crimes were commit- 
ted, not from the inſtantaneous im- 
pulſe of appetite, but with delibera- 
tion and contrivance. David enquired 
after the woman and ſent meſſengers 
to bring her to his houſe; and he 
employed ſtudied artifice to accom- 
5 N her bauch death. m 
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How powerfolly doth this « exam- = 
ple of the fatal conſequences of licen- 
tious paſſions ſpeak to our hearts this 
 leffon, «Let him who thinketh he 
ſtandeth take heed left he fall?” If 
once the avenues to the heart are left 
Without the guards of difcretion and 
reſolution, and unlawful deſires are 
permitted to riot in the ſoul, it is im- 
poſſible to ſay what extravagancigs of 
folly and madneſs, of baſeneſs and 
villainy, may enſue. 
the confuſion of importunate appetites, | 
how ſhall the „ till ſmall voice” of 
reaſon be heard? When once a man 
ſuffers himſelf to be born down the 


ſtream of impetuous paſſions, where 


is the power that ſhall ſtop him in 
his courſe, and ſay, Hitherto ſhalt 
chou go, but no further?“ At ſuch a 
the principles of honour 


moment, 


appear idle and viſionary, and the ob- 
ligations | of religion are forgotten. 
Com- 0 


In the midſt of 
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e of a doubtful nature pre- 
_ pare the way for others confeſſedly 
criminal; and one crime creates 
new and powerful motives for com- 
- mitting another. We have then no 
1 ſecurity againſt ſinking 1 into the loweſt _ 
_ depths of vice, but in c abſtaining 
- from the e of evil. 5 


To the guilty mind there is no al- 


ternative but repentance, or — con- 
demnation. It was happy for David, 
and reflects honour upon his memory, 
that he repented. The manner in 
which he Was brought to repentance 
deſerves particular notice. His faith- 
ful ſervant, the prophet Nathan, re- 

| lated to him this beautiful parable. 
There were two men in one city, 


the one rich the other poor. The 
rich man had exceeding many flocks 


and herds; but the poor man had 


nothing fave one little ewe-lamb, 


which 5 
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135 which he had brought and: lth... TED 
ed up; and it grew up together with 
him, and with his children; it did 
eat of his own meat, and drank of 
his own cup, and lay in his boſom, 
and was unto him as a daughter. And 
there came a traveller unto the rich 
man, and he ſpared to take of his 

_ own flock, and of his own herd, to 


dreſs for the way-faring man that was 


come unto. him, but took the poor 

man s lamb, and dreſſed it for the © 
man that was come to him.” David 
heard the ſtory with reſentment, and 

threatened to puniſh the offender: 


but — ſuch is the power of ſelf-decep- 
tion—he was not aware of the intend- 
ed reſemblance, till Nathan made the 
application by ſaying — Thou art 
the man.“ Then indeed his heart 


ſmote him, and he ſaid unto Nathan, 


« T have ſinned againſt the” Lord.” 


And Nathan replied, *I he Lord 


alſo 


3 
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alſo hath put away thy un; thou ſhalt 
not die: howbeit, becauſe by this 
deed thou haſt given great occaſion 
to the enemies of the Lord to blaſ- 


pheme, the child alſo that is born 5 


unto thee ſhall furely d die.” 


Tur latter part of this ale Gag 


geſts an idea of great importance, 
which is not perhaps generally at- 
tended to. Though David's ſin was 
forgiven, he was not wholly exempt- 


ed from puniſhment : « The child 


that is born unto. thee ſhall furely 
die.“ In this caſe the puniſhment 
Was inflicted by the immediate hand 
of heaven: but it is equally true 


in all caſes whatever, that vice, even 


when repented of, cannot paſs wholly 
unpuniſned. Men ſeem to appre- 
hend, that if they repent of their ſins 


and thus eſcape the final condemna- 
tion of the wicked, . are in the 
ſame 


en 
ſame condition as if they had never 
offended: and to this it is probably 
to be aſcribed, that they perſevere 


in their vices with ſo much tranquil- 


lity; flattering themſelves that, by 
_ repenting at ſome diſtant period, they 


mall be in the fame ſtate with thoſe | 


ho have led the moſt innocent and 
virtuous lives, with this. material ad- 
vantage, that they ſhall have enjoy- 
ed the pleaſures of ſin, and at the 
ſame time ſecured to themſelves the 
rewards of virtue. But, let no man 
ſuppoſe, that in the conſtitution eſta- 
bliſhed by unerring wiſdom and recti- 
tude, ſuch encouragement can be 
given to the practice of vice. The 
truth is, that puniſhment is of two 
kinds, poſitive and natural; the one 
depending on the immediate pleafure 
of the Supreme Governor, the other 
reſulting from the neceſſary relations 
of things and tendencies of actions, 
„„ ni From 
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1 the former, the penitent is ex- 


empted through the favour of his 


Maker; from the latter, nothing but 


an entire change i in the general con- 
ſtitution of nature could releaſe him. 


He muſt neceſſarily ſuffer the pain at- 5 
tending the conſciouſneſs of guilt, and 5 


can never review the whole of his paſt 


life with the ſame ſatisfaction as if 
it had been uniformly virtuous. He 
has ſpent a large portion of his life 
without experiencing many pleaſures, 
which had he followed the dictates 
of reaſon and religion he might have 


enjoyed. At the time of his repent- 
ance, he! is neceſſarily, in the moral 


ſtate of his mind, much below the 


ſtandard to which he would have at- 


| tained had he always ſteadily adhered 


to the path of virtue. In his bodily 
_ conſtitution, in the diſpoſitions and 
habits of his mind, and in his external 
_ circumſtances, he may long continue 
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; to experience the unhappy effects of 15 

his vices. And laſtly, he muſt un- 

avoidably ſtand in a lower degree of 
eſtimation with the wiſe and good 
among his fellow creatures, and with 
the Supreme Judge of merit, than if 
he had always employed himſelf in 
laudable purſuits and virtuous actions. 
Each of theſe circumſtances may _ 
juſtly be conſidered as ſo many diſtin 


puniſhments of vice, from which even 


the penitent himſelf cannot be excuſed, : 
Let no man then defer repentance 
from an expectation that he ſhall be 
on the whole a gainer by his vices ; 


for it is an eternal truth, that“ What- _ 


ever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo. 
reap,” . e 
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B WX SHALL NOT FIND ANY OCCASION: 
AGAINST THIS DANIEL, EXCEPT WE 


FIND IT AGAINST HIM CONCERNING 
THE LAW OF HIS Gov. 


＋ is by no means neceſſary, | in or- 


J der to render a character worthy of 
our attentive contemplation, and ca- 


: | Pable 
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dable of affording us uſeful moral ; in- 
ſtruction, that it ſhould have been 
formed in the common walks of life, 
and placed in circumſtances and ſitu- 
ations ſimilar to our own. If the vir- 
tues it exhibits be ſuch as it is in our || 
power to practiſe, though they be diſ- 
played in an extraordinary manner, and 
by a ſeries of actions which lie out of the 
ſphere of the generality of mankind, 
they may nevertheleſs be ſurveyed 
with advantage, and may not impro- 
perly be held up to our view as pat- 
| terns for our imitation. For in acti- 
1 ons which we cannot exactly copy, 
| there may be a ſublimity and perfecti- 
on of virtue, the bare contemplation 
of which will refine and elevate our 
ideas of moral excellence, warm our 
hearts with virtuous emotions, and 
: {ſtrengthen the principles and habits of 
goodneſs in our minds. And uncom- 
mon ſituations and. extraor ordinary acti- 
| ons 
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ons have this peculiar advantage, that, : 
by their novelty and grandeur, they | 
tend to engage the attention and in- 

_ tereſt the feelings in a higher degree 
than is to be expected from the ordi- 

| nary occurrences of life, and by natu- 
ral conſequence may be ſuppoſed to 
| make a deeper and more laſting 1 im- 
= . upon che heart. 


Or chele ie 1 ſhall in this 
diſcourſe preſent before you the great 
lines of a life, which, though pecu- 
liarly circumſtanced and full of mar- 
vellous incidents, is nevertheleſs wor- 

thy of high admiration, and capable 
of ſuggeſting! important leſſons of mo- 
. 


Pani, a Jew by birth, 00 in- 
ſtructed from his earlieſt years in the 
principles of true religion, after Ju- 

7 dea had fallen into the hands of Ne- 
4 Z . ' buchadnezzar, 


% DANIEL 


buchadnezzar, was ſummoned with 
ſeveral other Jewiſh youths to the 


court of Babylon, to fill up the train 


of the king's ſervants. In this ſitua- 


tion he diſcovered inflexible integri- 


ty, and ſuperior abilities. His great 
wiſdom, and particularly the ſuperna- 
_ tural power with which he was endu- 
ed of interpreting dreams, ſoon at- 
tracted the notice of the king - who 
receiving that information from Da- 
niel which he had in vain ſought for 


from his own wiſe men, rewarded him 


with royal preſents, and exalted him 
to a place of the firſt diſtinRtion 1 in his 


court, 


Bor Dasiel appears to have had ; a 
much higher object in view in the ex- 
erciſe of his extraordinary abilities, 
than merely to obtain wealth and ho- 


nous for himſelf; he employed them 


in the ſervice of religion, and to eſta- 
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bliſb the knowledge and fear of the 


one true God among a people wholly 
given to idolatry. This faithful ſer- 


_ vant of God, in addreſſing the king 


of Babylon, labours to inculcate juſt 


and exalted ideas of the ſupreme De- 
ity, and hereby to undermine the 
foundations of idolatry and falſe reli- 
5 gion. He inſtructs Nebuchadnezzar 
to acknowledge the one true God as 
the ſource of all power. Thou, O 

king, art a king of kings: for the 
God of heaven hath given thee a king- 

dom, power, and ſtrength and glory. 

he Moſt High ruleth in the king- 


dom of men, and giveth it to whom 


ſoever he will.” And the efficacy of 
his inſtructions, in conjunction with 


his wonderful power of interpreting 


dreams and the great events which 
followed, is manifeſt in Nebuchadnez- 


zar's public declaration of reverence 
for the moſt High: « Of a truth it 


is 
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. that your God i is a God of Gods, 
and a Lord of kings. How great are 
his ſigns! and how mighty are his won- 
ders! his kingdom is an everlaſting 
kingdom, and his dominion is from 
generation to generation. All the inha- 
bitants of the earth are reputed as no- 
thing ; ; he doth according to his will 
in the armies of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth; and none 
can ſtay his hand, or ſay unto him, what 
daoſt thou? I Nebuchadnezzar, praiſe 
and extol and honour the King of 
Heaven, all whoſe works are much, Oh. 
and his ways judgment, and thoſe that 
walk in pride, he 1 18 able: to abaſe,” 


How 1 the criumphs of true 5 
85 religion over idolatry, in ſuch a teſti- 
mony to the honour of the Lord of 
heaven and earth, from the lips of a 
' monarch, who not long before had 


ſet up a golden image, and required 
the 
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the people to worſhip. it; ad who 


had faid, in the haughtineſs of his 


ſpirit, cc Is not this great Babylon n 
I have built for the houſe of the king- 

dom, by the might of my power, and 
bor the honour of my majeſty?” 


Ir Daniel e great firmneſs 
of mind in his ſteady adherence to 
religion, and in his endeavours to 
propagate | the faith and worſhip of 
the true God in an idolatrous court, 
he was no leſs determined and cou- 
rageous in his adherence to the cauſe 
of virtue; boldly venturing, per- 
haps at the hazard of his life, to ad- 
moniſh his ſovereign, and to preach 
unto him, in plain and faithful lan- 
guage, the doctrine of repentance. 
« O king, let my counſel be accept- 
able unto thee; and break off thy 
ſins by righteouſneſs, and thine ini- 
quities by thewing mercy to the poor, 

n if 


„ n e 


Fit may be a lengthening of thy t tran- 


Wurn will the ſervants of princes 
Learn from an example like this, to 
ſpeak the truth in the ear of majeſty, 
and to change the fawnings of adula- 
tion, for the honeſt ſimplicity of whole- 
Toons advice and faithful reproof * 


Taz zeal and kdelity of Daniel are 


5 till farther diſplayed in his behavi- 
our to Nebuchadnezzar's ſucceſſor, 


Belſhazzar, when he was ſummoned 


before him to explain the hand writ- 
ing upon the wall. This prince; for- 
getting the puniſhment which his 


father's pride and impiety had brought 
upon him, returned to all the idola- 
tries of his anceſtors; and to exprels his 
contempt for the God of heaven whom 


the Jews worſhipped, he made ule | 
of the facred veſſels belonging to his 
temple 


E- 
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temple at 4: public feaſt, 1 the 
midſt of the mirth and prophaneneſs 
of this feſtival, a miraculous image 
on a ſudden preſented itſelf before bis 
eyes: © there came forth fingers of 
a man's hand, and wrote over againſt 
the candleſtick upon the plaiſter of the 
king's palace: and the king faw the 
part of the hand chat wrote. — Then 
the king's countenance was changed, 
8 and his "thoughts troubled him, ſo 4 
| the joints of his loins were looſed, 
= and his knees ſmote one againſt the 
” other.” —Wherefore this alarm? Why 
| thould the king expect from that 
heaven-directed Land” words of ter- 
bor, rather than words of peace? 
© His conſcience ſuggeſted the reaſon. 
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5 On the inſtant, upbraiding him with 
15 his vices, it affixed a meaning to the 
m myſterious characters, which chilled 
ite his ſoul, and unnerved his frame. 
” His knees ſmote one againſt another, 
J | 
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Peta his thoughts troubled Mm 
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Tur the king might be alibved l = 


from his painful Kifpetife, the wiſe 


men were called together to explain 


the writing: but without ſucceſs till 
at length Daniel, the ſeryant of the God 
of heaven, undertook to diſcloſe the 


important ſecret. Appearing in the 


pPreſence of the king, not with the 
ſervility of adulation uſually practiſed 8 
by thoſe who live upon the ſmiles of 
princes, but with an independent and -- 
manly ſpirit, and with dignity be- 
coming his character and the weight 
of his embaſſy; he ſaid, Let thy 
gifts be to thyſelf, and give thy re- 
- SEO to another; yet I will read the 


writing to the king, and make known 


to him the interpretation.” Then 
calling to his remembrance the par- 


ticulars of his father's diſgrace and 
NS | puniſh- 
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puniſhment, he adds ; « And thou 
his ſon, O Belſhazzar, haſt not hum 
bled thine heart though thou knew- 
eſt all this, but haſt lifted up thyſelf 
againſt the Lord of heaven; and thou 
haaſt praiſed the gods of ſilver and gold, 
ol braſs, iron, wood and ſtone, which 
fee not, nor hear, nor know : but the 
God in whoſe hand thy breath is, and 
| whoſe are all thy ways, haſt thou not 
glorified.” After this ſolemn reproof, 
he declared unto him the ſignification 
of the writing, and | pronounced the 
mediate diſſolution of his kingdom. 


n part of ths hiſtory of Da- 
niel may teach princes, that when _ 


religion is baniſhed from their court, 
the ſureſt baſis of their power and 
_ greatneſs is taken away: it may in- 
ſtruct courtiers, that if impiety ſhould 
at any time be countenanced by 
: the general Practice of the great, or 
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even ee ae royal ſanction,” it is 
the part of a good man boldly to cen- 


ſure the vices even of his ſuperiors, 


and with determined reſolution to em- 


ploy his influence and example in ſup- 
port of virtue and religion: and laſtly, 

it may ſuggeſt a leſſon of general uſe 

to perſons in every rank of life, not to 
fear the faces of men, but on ever 
proper occaſion openly to declare their 
abhorrence of irreligion and * | 


; neſs, 


Civilirr and noliteneſs degenerate | 
into weak timidity, and betray a cri- 
minal indifference to the moſt i impor- 
tant objects, when they prevent a man 


from entering his proteſt againſt pre- 


vailing vices. It is owing to this cul- 


pable complaiſance, that licentiouſneſs 


and impiety ſo often appear with 


dauntleſs front in the preſence of mo- 
0G virtue. Would men of real prin- 


ciple 
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ple and unaffected piety throw off 
that falſe delicacy, which often leads 


them to ſuppreſs the honeſt emotions 
of their hearts; inſtead of careſſing 


and flattering men whom they cannot 
but deſpiſe, would they aſſert the 
dignity of virtue by treating the vo- 


taries of vice with the contempt which | 


they merit, the licentious tongue 


would be ſtopped, guilt would hang 


down its head abaſhed, and villainy | 
_ retire from the public eye, to perpe- 
trate its deeds of darkneſs in ſecret. 


If there be forms of good- breeding 


which ſcreen the impious and the pro- 


lligate from ignominy; if in any caſes 


it be thought inconſiſtent with the 
laws of politeneſs to check the ſallies 
of licentiouſneſs, or reſent the inſults 


which prophaneneſs offers to the ſacred 


name of religion; ſuch cuſtoms are 


wholly inconſiſtent with real order and 


decorum no leſs than with religious 
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ae and ought. to be renoun- 
ced with diſdain by all who are not 
willing to facrifice every generous 
virtue and facred obligation to com- 
- plaiſance. It is a law of religion, which 8 
| ought never to be forgotten by men 
"add chriſtians; T how ſhalt in any 
wiſe rebuke thy brother, and not 
tolfer fin upon him.“ 


5 Wait 4 inflexible honeſty and 
faithful ſervices met with a better re- 
ward, than ſuch merit often finds in 

. the courts of princes. He was placed 

in a poſt of diſtinction and truſt not 
only by Belſhazzar, but by his con- 
queror Darius the Mede; who, for 
the beſt reaſon in the world — becauſe 
ee he ſaw that an excellent ſpirit was 
in him”—appointed Daniel to be the 
firſt of three miniſters, whom he choſe 

to ſuperintend the governors of pro- 

vinces; and at ** formed a de- 
„gn 
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fign of enctatilag him with the bole 
. of . affairs. 5 


A FAVOURITE, ine be his real 


merit, muſt expect enemies: envy 
and jealouſy, ambition and avarice, 
will combine their ſtrength to caſt 
him down from his eminence, even 
though he has been indebted to his 
virtues alone for his exaltation. Dani- 
els colleagues, and the inferior go- 
vernors,' unable to bear the luſtre of 
his ſuperior merit, and impatient to 
fhare the honours and rewards which 
had been fo liberally beſtowed upon 
this foreigner, determined to watch 
for an opportunity of bringing him 
into diſgrace with his fovereign. 
But ſo ſtrictiy upright and faithful 
was he in the tranſaction of public 


buſineſs, ſo perfectly innocent and 


irreproachable in his whole behavi- 
our, that even the keen eye of malice 
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could diſcover no ground of cenſure 
or complaint. They could find none 
occaſion againſt Daniel concerning the 
kingdom; forafmuch as he was faith= 
ful, neither was there any error or 
fault found in him.“ e 


PDzrzRMI NED, however, at all 
events to overthrow his riſing great- 
neſs, when they found it impoſſible | 
to charge him with any crime, they 

formed the malicious deſign of em- 
ploying his very virtues as inſtru- 
ments of his ruin. Having long 
| obſerved his ſteady attachment to the 
religion of the Jews, and his honeſt _ 
zeal for the honour of his God, they | 
concluded that here, if any where, 
the weapons of their malice would 
find him vulnerable. They ſaid one 
| to another, We ſhall not find any 
| occaſion againſt this Daniel, except. 
|| | wer find it againſt him concerning the 
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law of his God.” Accordingly, to 
accompliſh their malignant purpoſe, 
they propoſed to the king that a de- 
cree ſhould be paſſed, « that whocver 
| ſhould aſk a petition | of any god or 
man for thirty days, fave of the king 
alone, ſhould be caſt into the den 
of lions.“ The propoſal was too 
Z flattering to be refuſed by an ambiti- 
; | ous eaſtern monarch. Darius, with- 
3 cout regarding the impiety, injuſtice, 
# and cruelty which were implied in 
E the decree— without perceiving the ; 
|” plot which his flatterers had laid a- 
gainſt the life of his faithful fervant 


2 5 ee the wee and the 
: decree. 
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3 It had been e with Dagiel, 
1 to pay his daily homage to the God 
of heaven, in an open and public 
bi: manner in his houſe. This decree 
= therefore, as his enemies intended, 
FE WS ſubjected 
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ſubjected him to the diſtrefing Alder 


native, either to abandon his religi- 
ous principles and forſake the God 
of his fathers, or to ſuffer a barba- 


| rous and ſhocking death. In this 


fituation, had Daniel regarded the 


dictates of worldly policy, after the 
manner of hypocrites in every age 


making religion the convenient in- 


ſtrument of his ambitious or lucra- 


tive views, he would have peaceably 
acquieſced in the orders of the court, 
| paid the expected homage to his ſo- 
vereign, and defeated the deſigns of 
his enemies. Or had he liſtened to 
the whiſpers of timidity and cowar- 
dice, he would have retired from 
the public eye, and forming ſome. 


pretence for not appearing before the 


by king, would have contented himſelf 
with worſhipping his God in ſecret. 


Bur Daniel was too ſincere and zea- 
lous a ſervant of the moſt High God, 
V to 


towards Jeruſalem, he kneeled upon 
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to be capable of deferting his cauſe 
in the hour of danger. To pay di- 
vine honours to a mortal like him- 
ſelf, was impious png which 
his ſoul abhorred: to decline the 
worſhip of the God of xy in the 
public manner to which he had been 


accuſtomed, through fear of threat- 
ned puniſhment, was a cowardly de- 


ſertion of his religious principles, to 
which he diſdained to fubmit, and ; 
aà contemptuous affront to the great. 
object of his devotion, of which he 
durſt not be guilty. Unſeduced by 
the ſolicitations of intereſt, and un- 
terrified by the immediate proſpect 
of death, he determined without he- 
ſitation to adhere ſteadfaſtly to his 
religious profeſſion. As ſoon as he 
knew that the writing was ſigned, 


* he went into his houſe, and his 
window being open in his chamber 


26 D A N I E LE 
his knees three times a TOY and 


_ prayed and gave thanks before his 
Sod as | he did aforetime.” . . 


| To the eels and prophane 

an action like this will probably ap- 

Pear ſo highly ridiculous and abſurd, 
as not to be accounted for without 

ſuppoſing it the effect of inſanity. | 
And poſſibly the prudent men of the 
world, who are contented with juſt 
ſo much religion as is conſiſtent 
with every ſcheme of ambition, a- 
| varice, or pleaſure, may conſider 
ſuch actions as the extravagances of 
virtue, proper to be gazed at with 
_ admiration, and celebrated with ap- 
plauſe, rather than to be ſet forth 
as patterns for general imitation. 

But the. true friends of religion will 

always diſcern and acknowledge a 
dignity and ſanctity in characters of 
this kind, which entitle them to 
1 the 
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b the higheſt veneration ; ; and i in V fin 
lar ſituations will eſteem it their glo- 


iy to reſemble them. 


Ir is on "that it is poſſible 


for men to be unneceſſarily tenaci- 


ous of trifles in opinion or practice, 


0 and even to fall a ſacrifice to blind 


zeal and weak ſcrupuloſity. But * 


would be unreaſonable indeed to in- 
fer from hence, that all zeal is the 
effect of i 1gnorance, and that every 


facrifice to conſcience is a proof of 


weakneſs. of underſtanding. If re- 
ligion and virtue are any thing, they 


are doubtleſs the moſt important con- 


cerns in the world: when other in- 
tereſts interfere with theſe, a wiſe. 
man cannot therefore be at a loſs 
which ought to be preferred; and a 


good man will not heſitate in his 


choice. Without a ſteady determi- 
N en, whenever our ſituation ſhall 


require 
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require it, that we will ſacrifice eaſe, 
profit, honour, and even life itſelf 
to principle, and that we will ſecure | 
the approbation of our own minds, and 
the favour of Heaven, whatever they 
may coſt us; all pretenſions to a vir- 
tuous and religious character are 
Inge and deluſive. 


Every man therefore ought in the 
firſt place to mark out with accuracy 
the line of duty which belongs to his 
condition and character; carefully diſ- 
tinguiſhing ſuch actions as are to him 
indifferent, and ſuch as are of indif- 


penſable obligation ; 3 that he may S | | : 


ther on the one hand, perplex himſelf 
with needleſs ſcruples, nor on the o- 
ther, trifle with things of effential im- 
portance. And having done this, he 
ſhould deliberately form, and habitu- 
ally maintain a determined purpoſe, . 


in every Gituation uniformly to follow _ 
the 


8 


5 A 28 


the ſerious judgment and conviction 
of his own mind, unmoved by the 
proſpect of preſent pleaſure or gain, 
or by the fear of temporary inconve- 5 
nience or fuffering. 


Non let any man who i is fincere ins | 
| fach reſolutions, be apprehenſive teſt 
he ſhould on the whole be a loſer by 
his! integrity. In the uſual courſe of 
things, he may aſſure himſelf that it 


will at preſent be productive of rich 
and valuable fruits. And, although it 


be poſſible, that notwithſtanding the 


moſt ſteady and active virtue, he may 


be afflicted and oppreſſed; nay, al- 


though, in ſome caſes, even his virtue 
itſelf may involve him in difficulties, 
and ſubje&t him to ſevere and cruel 


treatment; ſtill, let him not deſpair of 
ſeeing this moſt important account at. 


laſt balanced, to his entire ſatisfaction. 
Dax1EL, 
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Damier, the virtuous, the pious ; 
Daniel, was caſt into the lion's den, 
It was his virtue which created him 
enemies; it was his virtue which gave 
ſucceſs to their cruel devices againſs 7 
him j but it was his virtue too, which 

| faved him from the jaws of the lions. 
Sitting calm and collected in the midſt 7 
of devouring beaſts, and looking up | 
with orateful joy to the God of his 
falvation, he faid. to Darius, « My | 
God hath ſent his angel, and hath ſhut | 
the lions mouths, that they have not 
hurt me; for as much as before him 
innocency was found in me, and be- 


fore thee, O king, have I done no 
hurt. 55 
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AND imagine not that, becauſe ſuch 
extraordinary interpoſitions of Heaven 
are not at preſent to be expected, your 
virtue is on that account unſeen and 

| and unprotected, or will go without 
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its. wud. Your virtue may y poſibly 


in ſome caſes ſubject you to ridicule 


and reproach; it may keep you out of 
ſome of the moſt promiſing paths to 
preferment or wealth; it may deprive 


pyou of a large portion of your worldly 


poſſeſſions ; it may expoſe you to per- 


= fecution with all its formidable train 


of attendants, poverty, impriſonment, 
torture and death. Let, —be not diſ- 
mayed. The virtuous man has that 
within, which can ſuſtain him under 5 
the ſevereſt ſhock of alfliction, render 
him impenetrable to the ſharpeſt darts 
olf malice, and enable him © to look 
at threatning death, and not turn 
pale.” The virtuous man hath an 
Almighty Patron, who will not ſuffer 
his enemies finally to triumph over 
him; a Faithful Guardian, who will 


protect him in the hour of dark- 


neſs, guide him through the vale of 
: death, and hereafter 88 bring forth his 
| right- 


righteouſneſs as the light, and his 
judgment as the noon-day.” It is the 
animating doctrine of chriſtianity, 
“The ſufferings of this preſent life 
are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which ſhall be revealed. This 
hope, chriſtians, ye have as an an- 
chor to the ſoul, ſure and ſteadfaſt. 
Be ye therefore patient; eſtabliſh 
your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh. Bleſſed are they 
Which are perſecuted for righteouſneſs 
fake, for theirs is. * kingdom of 


heaven,” 


SER. 


O N THE 


CHARACTER OF 


8 * p | E T 1 R. 


aq 
A 
: . 
oh ON 
_ 
„ 
3 
* 
pol 
714 3 
* 5 
BN: 
% pl 
5 
2 
* . 
Xx 
1H > 4 
2 
1 
8 
55 = 
'$ 
8 
3 
- 
Be! 
Is; 
Af 
1 
7 
LOA 
. 
* 
* 4 
* * . 
kd 
8 85 
* 
. 
. 
2 
ws 
3 
5+ 69 
20 
Tout, 
— 
73 
5 5 
Pets, 
x = 
Ty « 
5 4: 
785 
. . 
3 
Nr 
2 
oo 
Pe 7 
E 
: NY 
* 
nl 


PeTER SAID UNTO. HIM, THOUGH I 
SHOULD DIE WITH THEE, YET WILL 
I NOT DENY THEE. | 
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HERE are ſome characters, 
which though perfectly inoffen- 

ſive and formed on the moſt exact 
rules of prudence, are yet ſo entirely 
deſtitute 


be PEDEK 


_ deſtitute of enlargedand generous prin- 


ciples, and barren of great and ſhining | 

actions, that if they eſcape our cen- 

| ſure, they have no power to command 
dur eſteem or captivate our affections. 


On the other hand, there are charac- 


ters ſhaded with many defects, and 


perhaps ſtained with many faults, in 


which nevertheleſs there is ſuch a pre- 


valence of amiable and worthy quali- 
ties, that we are naturally biaſſed in 
their favour, and feel ourſelves incli- 


ned to extenuate their errors, and ap- 
plaud their virtues. How far this 
judgment will agree with the impar- 
tial deciſions of reaſon, it may not be 
_ eaſy to determine. But perhaps there 
are few perſons, unleſs they be them- 


ſelves ſtrangers to the genuine emoti- 
ons of virtue, or have been long ac- 
. cuſtomed to correct and ſubdue their 

feelings by the abſtract reaſonings of 
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PETE 4. 
concerning whom nothing better could 

be faid than that his character is free 
from reproach, to one in whom occa- 
ſional irregularities and faults are 


blended with generous purpoſes, and 


actions wghly UN of Agr 


1s is to a chirntier of this kind, that 
Tam in this diſcourſe to ſolicit your 
attention. Peter, one of the compa- 
nions and apoſtles of our Saviour, 
| ſeems to have been animated by a 

warm affection for his maſter, and 
zeal for his cauſe; and yet to have had 

ſo little fortitude, or to have ſuffered 
falſe opinions and inferior motives to 


take ſuch hold upon his mind, as not 
to have been able to ſupport the cha- 


rafter of a diſciple of Chriſt with 
firmneſs and conſtancy, till long ex- 


perience, and the wiſe ; Aion of 


his Lord, had enlarged his ideas and 


ſettled his e 
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Donn the whole ETSY in which 


"Pore: accompanied his maſter, he 
diſcovered on every occaſion the fin- 
cerity and ardor of his attachment 
to him. He liſtened with attenti- 
on to his diſcourſes; he was always 


the foremoſt to acknowledge him as 


the Meſliah; he was active i in exe- | 
cuting- his orders, jealous for his ho- 


nour, and a anxious for his fafety. 


| Sven och | of qdelity . 
tion, would doubtleſs procure Peter 


no ſmall ſhare of our Saviour's regard. 
Sometimes, however, they were ex- 
preſſed in a manner, which diſcover- 


ed that he entertained falfe ideas of 
the character of the Meſſiah and the 
nature of his miſſion, and obliged 
his maſter to cenſure and reprove 


him. When Chriſt foretold his ſuf- 


ferings and death, Peter began to 
rebuke — . Be it far from 


thee 


3 
nes 
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SETTER © 


"ds Lond this: ſhall not be unto _ 
| thee; but he turned and ſaid unto. 
peter, Get thee from me, mine ene- 
my; thou art an offence to me; for 
thou favoureſt | not the things that | 
be of God, but the things that be 
of men.“ Chriſt probably rebuked 
5 Peter thus ſeverely, becauſe he ſaw, 
that his ſolicitude at this time aroſe 
more from. the apprehenſion of be- 
ing diſappointed | in his worldly views, 
than from concern for the ſufferin vs 
which his maſter was to endure. This 
conjecture is confirmed by the anx- 
ious enquiry which Peter makes, on 
another occaſion, concerning the re- : 
compence which the followers of Chriſt 


were to expect. Behold we have 


left all, and followed thee: what ſhall 
we have therefore? . 


From hence it is obvious to re- 


mark, that it is of great importance 
1 1 
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. forming a ſteady and cnkftenty © 
virtuous character, that the foun- _ 
dation be laid in rational ideas of 
things, and jult principles of action. : 
Without this, a man will be in con- 
tinvual danger of being led aſtray by 
falſe appearances of intereſt or duty, 
and will in many inſtances imagine 
himſelf acting 4 laudable and : meri- 
torious part, when he is in fact do- 


ing that which is unjuſt and criminal. 


Of this we have innumerable inſtances 
in the hiſtory of the Chriſtian Church; 


in which it appears that a blind 5 


zeal for the honour of God, the pu- 
rity of the chriſtian faith, and the = 
ſalvation of ſouls, hath often led men 


into the violation of the. firſt laws of 


Juſtice and humanity. 


Tux dangerous influence of falſe 


Principles, appears in Peter's treat- 
ment of a ſervant of the high prieſt, 


1 


| ar the time when Chriſt was betray- 
ed into the hands of his enemies. 


5 Peter, thinking this a proper oppor- 
tunity of ſewing his zeal for his 


maſter, drew his ſword, and ſmote 


off the ſervant's ear. He probably 
imagined, as chriſtians in ſucceeding 
ages have done, that the cauſe of 


Chriſt required the ſupport of violent 


meaſures; and that the excellence 
of the cauſe was ſufficient to juſtify 
any means employed in its defence. 


But Chriſt himſelf had other views 


of the nature of his kingdom, and 
expected his followers to ſupport it 
by other methods. Conſcious that 
his religion reſted on a foundation 
which no human power could deſtroy, 
he forbad his diſciples to draw the Word 
in his cauſe. Then ſaid Jeſus unto 
Peter, put up thy ſword into its 
place.” — Happy had it been for the 
| chriſtian world, if in obedience to 
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PETER 


; the B of Chriſt, and in imi- 
tation of his ſpirit, his followers had 


220 . 


never employed the arm of the civil 


power, or the weapons of military 
force, in defence of the chriſtian 
faith! 125 


"I {AG probably owing to the falſe 
conceptions which Peter entertained 
of the kingdom of Chriſt, no leſs 
than to the fickleneſs of his temper, f 
that he was guilty of that ſhameful act 
of infidelity and cowardice, which has 


left an indelible ſtain 00; his cha- 5 


racter. 5 


. . the time of our Saviour's 
laſt ſufferings and death drew near; 
foreſeeing that none of his diſciples 


Would have reſolution ſufficient open- 


ly to ayow. their adherence to him 

in this hour of trial, and particular- 
* that Peter would deſert him with 
5 Peculiar 


3 
B . 


pile MARE PR of e 
he ſaid, All ye ſhall be offended | 
becauſe of me this night.” Peter, 
from a confident perſuaſion of the 
: ſincerity and ſtability of his reſolu- 
tion, replied, Though all men 
ſhould be offended becauſe of thee, 
| yet will I never be offended—Though 5 

I ſhould die with thee yet will I not 
deny thee—I will lay down my life 
for thy fake.” To theſe bold decla- 
rations, Jeſus, who knew, better than 
Peter himſelf * what manner of ſpi- 
rit he was of, anſwered; “ Wilt thou 

©. tay down thy life for my ſake? Ve- 
rily I ſay unto thee, before the cock 
crow thou ſhalt deny me thrice.” | 
And the event agreed with the pre- 

a diction. 


1 


Ar the firſt appearance of the ene- 


mies of Chriſt, Peter remembring 
7 his Nabi,” determined to a 


3 E T ER 


: tinguiſh be in the defence of his 
maſter, and performed that act of 
raſhneſs and violence which has al- 


| ceiving Aa rebuke for the vehemence 


he was diſpleaſed to find that his ſpi- 


| ed, and gave up all for loſt—what- 
lowed his maſter afar off, 
the palace of the high prieſt, Peter, 


ſtole 


a ready been noticed. But upon e 
of his temper; whether it was that 


rited behaviour was not approved of 
L that he had ſpent his whole ſtock 
of fortitude 1 in one ſingle action — or 
that when he ſaw his maſter volun- 
tarily reſigning himſelf into the hands 
of his enemies, he deſpaired of the 
honours and rewards he had expect - 


ever was the cauſe, his ſpirit imme- 
diately began to droop, and he fol- 
Tur : ids leading Chriſt to 


deſirous to keep himſelf concealed 
and at the ſame time to ſee the iſſue, 


I 
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ſtole into the hall among the crowd. 


He was however ſoon diſcovered ; 


and one of the ſervants, obſerving 5 
him, ſaid, „ This man was alſo with 
him.“ — The character of a follower 
of Chriſt, was now become too diſ- 

graceful and dangerous to be open 

ly acknowledged: he thought it the 
wiſer and Ker way, to diſavow a 
E relation from which he now expect- 
ed fo little aqvantage; and accord- 
ingly replied, «I know him not.” 
The heſitation and confuſion with 
which this was ſpoken, probably at- 
tracted the notice of the company; 
for ſoon after another repeating the 
charge, ſaid to him, „Thou art al- 


ſo of them.” He had already de- 


nied the accuſation, and it was now _ 
too late to retreat. Diſregarding the 
a ſecret upbr aidings of his conſcience, 

he therefore determined to perſiſt, 
7 and replied with more confidence than 
VVV 1-4 Fo before, 
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before, * Man, I am not.” le. 
Charge was now brought againſt him 


: the third time; © Surely thou art 


one of them, for thou art a Galile- : 
an, and thy ſpeech bewrayeth mm.” 
Upon this, finding that all his aſſe- 
verations were not ſufficient to gain 
him credit, but that he ſtill was 
treated with contempt as a followes | 
of this deſpiſed teacher; his pride | 
; and reſentment prompted him again 
to repeat his falſe aſſertions with yet 


greater vehemence, and to ſupport 


them by prophane oaths. © He be- 
gan to curſe and to ſwear, ſaying, 
1 know not this man of whom ye 
| ſpeak,” Thus did Peter, an apoſtle 
of Chriſt, who had given repeated 
proofs of affectionate and zealous at- 
tachment to his maſter, in the ſea- 
0 ſon of trial forſake and deny him, 


Wars the foundation of a virtu- 


0 ous ater is "her in good ptinci 85 


= plesand diſpoſitions, and where the 


: heart is not hardened by ſettled habits N 
of vice, though i It may be in the 2 895 


ier of a ſudden and violent temptation 


to ſeduce a man far aſtray from the 
path of virtue, it will not be difficult 
to make him ſenſible of his error, 


and bring him back to his duty. At 
= the inſtant of Peter's denial of Chriſt, 
I one look from his maſter calmed 
WH his paſſions, ſtruck conviction into 
= his ſoul, and melted him into tears of 


ſorrow and repentance. © The Lord 


= turned and looked upon Peter.“ 


1 there is a language in the coun- 
tenance, this look would certainly 
ſpeak to the heart of Peter, with 
an energy of which words are whol- 
ly incapable. It would remind 
him of his fooliſh preſumption ; it 
wall give him the moſt painful 
e feeling 
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„„ 


* 


feeling. of his ee it would 
upbraid him with ſhameful diſinge- : 
nuity and ingratitude; it would at 
the ſame time expreſs ſo much 
3 pity and tenderneſs, as would give 
him the fulleſt aſſurance that his maſ- 
ter did not mean to caſt him off for 
| ever. The united emotions of ſhame, 
remorſe, and orateful affection, inſtan- 
taneouſly excited by this expreſſive 
look from Chriſt, were too powerful 
to be confined within his breaſt: he 
x could no longer ſupport the affecting 
ſcene “ he went out and wept. bit- 
| terly.” | 


_ Can we review this intereſting nar- 
rative, without learning a leſſon of cau- 
tion and diffidence? When our mo- 
ral feelings are lively, and our virtu- 

\ ous purpoſes ſtrong, we are ready to 

take it for granted that we ſhall al- 
ways have the fame perceptions of the 


importance 
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5 importance of right conduct, and the 
ſame bias in favour of virtue, as at 
preſent. We do not ſufficiently con- 
ſider the powerful influence of circum. = 
. ſtances and ſituations upon our feel- 
ings. We are not duly aware, that 
when, on the one hand, pleaſure in- 
vites us into the paths of licentiouſ- 
neſs, or on the other, danger threat- 
ens us with diſgrace, poverty, pain, 
or death, in the path of virtue; our 
paſſions then become advocates on the 
ſide of vice; and may poſſibly ſo far 
ſucceed, as to render us inattentive to 
the moſt important truths, or to per- 
7 vert our judgments, and lead us to 
1 falſe opinions and concluſions concern- 
ing our duty and intereft. Before 
3 we can be fully aſſured that our vir- 
tue is ſuch as will ſtand the ſhock 
of every temptation, we muſt be cer- 
8 tain that the principles on which ir 
$ reſts are ſo Juſt and rational, and ſo 
„„ fumly 
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firmly eſtabliſhed, that they. will ac- 


company us with all their command- 


a influence through wax] ſcene of 
„„ > 


© 9 was not till the death and re- 
: dn of Chriſt had convincec 
Peter, that all his expectations of an 
| earthly monarchy under the Meſſiah 
were chimerical, and fully confirmed 
his faith in the rewards of immortality, 
that he became firm and reſolute in 
his adherence to the cauſe of Chriſt. 
It was becauſe he was now fully per- 
| ſuaded, that Chriſt had the words 
of eternal life, that he was able to 
make this pathetic appeal to his Maſ- 
ter for the ſincerity of his zeal and af- 
fection, © Lord thou knoweſt all 


things, thou knoweſt that I love thee,” 


| and to confirm the truth of this decla- 
ration wi the whole tenor of his future 


BETORE 


e 


BrrokE the Jewiſh populace; and a 
ercat multitude of ſtrangers who were 
aſſembled at Jeruſalem on the day of 
Penticoſt, he boldly teſtified the truth == 
concerning Jeſus Chriſt ; teaching 
them, that © he was a man approved _ 
of God by miracles and wonders, and 
by his reſurrection from the dead; and 
preaching unto them in his name the 
forgiveneſs of ſins.” And when the 
attention of the Wultihele was. enga- i 
ged by a miracle which he had per- 
formed on a lame man; after having 
modeſtly diſclaimed all perſonal merit 
in the wonderful effect which had been 5 
produced, and aſcribed it wholly to 
the power of God; he took occaſion 
again to declare unto them the true 
character of Chriſt, and the nature anc 


| ends of his miſſion. 
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Tan prieſts and rulers of the people 5 
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ſo induſtriouſſy ſpread among the peo- 
ple, and ſupported by ſuch ſurpriſing 
powers, if not immediately ſuppreſ= _ 
ſed, would introduce a material change 
in the ſtate of religion, and might : 
probably iſſue in nothing leſs, than the 
entire ſubverſion of the preſent public 


forms and inſtitutions. The eccleſiaſ- 


tics, jealous of their privileges, and 


fearful left an innovation in matters of _ 


religion, might be attended with the 
diminution or total loſs of the honours 
and emoluments annexed to their of- 
fice; and the civil magiſtrates, appre- 
henſive that public diſorder and con- 
fuſion in the ſtate might ariſe from 
the introduction of a new ſyſtem of re- 
ligion, and perhaps too imagining it 
their duty to employ their authority 
in maintaining the religion of their fa- 
thers; determined to exert their ut- 
moſt power in ſuppreſſing theſe bold 
Innova ators. 5 They commanded Peter 
and 


FETELL ai 


and John not to ſpeak." at al, nor r teach, 
in the n name of Jeſus.” RO 


on Ju this manner hath prieſteraft and 
bigotry, 1 in all ages, invaded the ſacred 
rights of conſcience, and oppoſed the 
progreſs of truth. Even among chriſ- 
tians, Who at firſt ſuffered ſo ſeverely 
from a perſecuting ſpirit, this ſpirit 
hath almoſt - univerſally prevailed. 
That ſect of chriſtians which hath been 
ſo fortunate as to obtain the ſanction 
of the civil power, and by conſe- 
quence the emoluments of eſtabliſh- 
ment, hath generally treated the reſt 
as hereticks, and in order to preſerve 


the purity of the chriſtian faith, hath 


made uſe of violent meaſures to ſilence 
and ſuppreſs them. And although 
the preſent age is diſtinguiſhed by li- 
berality of ſentiment and freedom of 
inquiry, it muſt ſtill be owned, that 
5 there. are many reſtraints on the free 

ti inveſ- 
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= inveſtigation of truth, which have the 
ſanction of law, and many others, no ” 
leſs powerful, ariſing. from re 8 
and bigotry. i 


Is FREY inſtances, that a 
communication of opinions, which 
ſeems to be the natural means of ad- 

5 vancing knowledge, might ſubject a 
man to ſevere penalties; in others it 
might bring upon him a heavy load = 
odium and reſentment : for there are 
not a few pretenders to a liberal ſpirit, 
who make their own opinions the ut- 
moſt boundary of free enquiry, and 
are no leſs ſevere in their cenſure of 
- thoſe who venture one ſtep beyond 
their line, than the moſt rigid ar 


ters of ancient e | 


Sven Aifflcuicies as theſe are doubt- 

leſs great obſtructions to the progreſs 

of truth. For there are few who have 
| | ee 
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at fie fine time ſuch a full conviction | 
of the certainty and importance of 
their opinions, and ſuch a zeal for the ; 
intereſts of religion and the public 1 
5 good, as to be willing to expoſe them- 
Þ fide to the hardſhips and ſufferings 85 
. of perſecution, for the ſake of propa- 
gating _ \ te of 2 8 faith. 


= en if a man be i in his own 
5 mind fully convinced, that it will be 
bol eſſential importance to the happi- 
neſs of mankind, that he ſhould en- 
deavour to ſupport and extend that 
ſcheme of religion which he has em- 
braced ; and more eſpecially, if he has 
received an extraordinary commiſſion 
and authority from Heaven to become 
a teacher of religious truths to the 
world; in theſe caſes, he ought doubt- 
leſs to lay aſide every inferior con- 
ſideration of private eaſe, emolument, 
or even. ms" that he may ſerve 
| man- | 


! 
i 
| 
N 
f 
ſ 


Wed and fulfil the gracious pur- 
Poſes of Providence. 


Or chin ſpecies of heroiſm we have a 
moſt ſtriking inſtance in the conduct of 
the apoſtles Peter and John, who per- 
ſevered in preaching the doctrine of 
Chriſt in oppoſition to the expreſs pro- 
hibition of the Jewiſh prieſts and ru- 
lers, juſtifying their conduct to their 
governors by ſaying, „Whether it 
De right 1 in the ſight of God, to hear- 
ken to you more than unto God, 
judge ye — We * to NF" God 
rather than man.“ 


| IT is by den de that truth 


unfolds itſelf to the human mind. 
Peter did not become fully acquain- 


ted with the unlimited extent of the 


kingdom of Chriſt, but imagined that 
its bleſſings were to be confined to 


ae 
OT ed 


FILA 


the Jewiſh nation, till he was inſtruc- 


ted Ba: 


. 


1 
* 


| Pry by a viſion fm heaven; « that 
God alſo to the Gentiles had granted 
repentance unto life.“ The Jews had 
ſuch an idea of their own ſanctity, 
that they judged ; it * an unlawful thing 
for a man that was a Jew, to keep 
company with, or come unto one of 
another nation.” This prejudice Peter 
retained, till God ſhewed him, © that 
he ſhould not call any man common 
or unclean.” But there is no circum- 
ſtance in his life which reflects greater 
Z honour upon his character, than the 
readineſs with which he gave up theſe 
narrow - ſentiments, and opened his 
| heart to the Gentiles. No ſooner did 
he receive a commiſſion to preach the 
#Z goſpel to Cornelius, than he went to 
him „ without gainſaying, and un- 
1 7 _ folded to him the truth concermag 
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Srravcr and extravagant as the 
| Prejudice 
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prejudice of che Jews ie of their 
own nation may appear, it cannot be 
denied that there is much of the ſame 
contracted and bigoted ſpirit among 
chriſtians. How few- are capable of 
treating thoſe, whoſe religious princi- 
ples and profeſſion differ from their 
own, with the ſame friendlineſs and 
cordiality, as if they were brethren 
of their own ſect! Valuing ourſelves 
perhaps too highly on the purity of 
our own faith and worſhip, we pro- 
ceed by an eaſy ſtep to deſpiſe others. 
HFaſtily concluding, that their errors 
are the effect of culpable inattention, 
prejudice, or obſtinacy, we think them 
deſerving of our cenſure or contempt, 
Whereas we ought to remember, 
that others have the ſame right to 
cenſure us for not embracing their 
opinions, as we to cenſure them for 
rejecting ours; that difference in opi- 

8 nions is wn neceſſary effect of different 


ſitua ations 
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os ſituations and opportunities of men 


ation; that there are eſſential prin- 
ciples of religion and morality com- 
mon to all ſects, which are a ſuffici- 


ent foundation for a virtuous charac- 
ter; and that genuine integrity, and 
active uſeful virtue, are in fact to be 


found among men of all perſuaſions. 


Finally, we ſhould remember, that 


wherever real goodneſs of heart and 


life is found, with whatever peculia- 
rities of opinion or practice it may 
be accompanied, it will be acceptable 
to the LO Governor ole the world. 


e Or a truth L perceive that God 
is no reſpecter of perſons, but in eve- 
ry nation, he that feareth God and 
worketh righteouſneſs 15 accepted of 
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greater advantage, than when it 1 
ing human nature 
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1 CORINTHIANS, xl. I. 
I ALSO AM OF CHRIST. 
which Chriſt 
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by reflving and elevating the Prin. 
ciples of action. | 


Anoxo the | philoſophers of anci- 


ent Greece and Rome, in whoſe works 
we meet with the moſt valuable leſ- 
ſons of practical wiſdom as well as 
the utmoſt refinement of ſpeculation, 


we cannot but diſcover material de- 


fects and errors reſpecting the motives 
and ſprings of virtue. With ſome 
of them, the principal end of life was, 
to enjoy a kind of indolent tranquil- 3 
ity in retirement and eaſe ; and nei- | 
ther public happineſs nor private gra- 
tification were to be purſued, far- 
ther than was conſiſtent with this 


tranquil ſtate of mind. With others, 


the grand object ſeems to have been, 
to raiſe the human mind into an un- 
natural ſtate of independence on ex- 
ternal. objects, and to give. it a ſo- 


lian 
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5 litary happineſs within ſelf, for w g? hic 


nature never deſigned it. 


Tubes of them who paid moſt at- 
tention to moral propriety and ſit- 
neſs, and were the greateſt admi- 


the honourable in action, neglected to 
give a juſt degree of diſtinction and 
conſequence to the humane and ge- 
nerous virtues; and appear to have. 
been ſtrangers to that enlarged prin- 
ciple of benevolence, which hath for 
its object the general good, not of a 
W ſingle country or nation alone, but 
of the whole human race, and of the 
= unverkl ſyſtem of beings. 


„And though the doctrine of a future 

ſtate was much attended to by the 
philoſophers as a ſubject of ſpecu- 
lation and diſpute, and many of them 
15 ſeem to have reaſoned themſelves in- 
. M | to 


rers of the beautiful, the graceful and 


2 Pp A 9 5 
to 2 perſuaſion of its truth ; 1 It keg 
after all, even among theſe wiſe 


men to have been rather treated as 
a theoretical dogma, than as a mo- 


tive to virtue; and among the vul- 


8 gar, it was probably ſtill _ known : 
and NEE: 33 


Ir was nov till J 80 Chriſt appear- = 
ed in the world, that theſe important 
Principles, benevolence and a regard 


to a future ſtate, were properly taught 


and inculcated, and allowed to aſ- 

ſume their natural influence over the 
diſpoſitions and manners of men. 
The doctrine of univerſal charity is 
ſo fundamental a part of the. Chriſ- 
tian Inſtitutes, and was ſo much 
more particularly and ſtrongly re- 
commended by the Author of our 
Holy Religion, than. by any former 

inſtructor of mankind, that it might 
e be filed his c new com- 

mandment. 
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; mandment.” 
belief of a future Rate of final retri- 
. bution, | in which men will be reward- | 

y ed or puniſhed according to the gene- 
ral tenor of their actions in this life, 

15 and to direct men's attention to this 
important article of faith as a leading 


FX Bu 243 
"a to eſtabliſh. the 


principle of action and motive to vir- 


tue, appears evidently to have been 
the chief deſign of our r Saviour” s miſ- 
: Hon, | : 


Wits wha ſucceſs this defign was 


executed —how powerfully the doc- 
trine of Chriſt, ſupported by his won- 


derful works, and enforced by his per- 


fect example, operated to produce 
| 01 degrees of benevolence and vir- 


e, and form diſtinguiſhed and il- 


effi characters, ſufficiently appears 
in the life of the apoſtle Paul. 
haps diſintereſted active benevolence, 
and INF invincible fortitude, were 


Per- 


NM 2 never 


e e 


never more ne united, and more 
5 eminently diſplayed, in any character 
D excepting only that divine original, 
— Which this Was a copy. 


| "Ne ſooner did Pe 1 ate 4 reve- 
8 tation of the truth concerning Chriſt, 
and receive a commiſſion from hea- 
ven to become a preacher of his reli- 


gion among the Gentiles, than he em- 


5 ployed his zealous and active ſpirit in 


ſiupport of that cauſe, which he had 
before through ignorance and preju- 
dice vehemently oppoſed. The la- 
_ bonrs, fatigues and hardſhips, which 
neceſſarily attended the undertaking, 
did not diſhearten or terrify him. He 
travelled through moſt of the provinces 
in Leſſer Aſia, went to Cyprus and 
Crete, and ſeveral Illands on the bor- | 
ders of Aſia; twice paſſed over into 
- Greece, and viſited Corinth, Athens, 


eee and many other places; | 
| every 
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every where malling' converts — Chriſ- 


tianity, aud eſtabliſhing ſocieties of 
chriſtians, or churches, 5 in almoſt 


every city and town to w nich he 
came. At laſt he preached the goſ- 


pel at Rome alſo, and, as ſome think, 


travelled fo far wellward as into Spain. | 


ts theſe journeys, it is no: ealy 
to ſay which is molt to be admired, the 


ſucceſs of the cauſe, or the zeal and 


activity of the apoſite. Ik the former 


is a ſtrong proof of the divine power 


winch ſupported the religion of Chriſt, 


the latter no leſs clea ry wants 
the benevolence and piety which a- 


nimared the heart of Paul. That 
journies chad fo many different 


countries, undertaken with the de- 
ſign of introducing a new ſyſtem of 
relic gion, muſt have been attended 


with great ſatigue and hazard, can- 
not be queſtioned. And nothing can 


Pp "Mn 1 * 


be more 8 than that the a- 
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poſtle had no proſpect of lucrative 
advantage to counterbalance theſe dif- 
He amaſſed no wealth to 
himſelf; he levied no contributions 
upon the churches, except for the 


ficulties, - 


relief of their neceſſitous brethren. 
He was able to make this appeal 


to the church at Miletus, with whom - 
be had reſided three years, «] have 

coveted no man's filver, or gold, or 

yea, ye yourſelves know 


apparel : 
that theſe hands have miniſtered to 


my neceſſities, and to them that are 
To what then ſhall we 


with me.“ 
üimpute the activity and perſeverance 


ö With which : he executed the 9 PR 5 
of his Pp oftolic office, but to the „ 


dor of his zeal to promote the mo- 
ral and religious intereſts of man- 


kind? Can we read the hiſtory of : 
his travels, and not give full credit 


to the declaration which he makes 
concerning 


IS 
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a concerning his own principles and 
I ſeek not mine own profit, ; 

but the profit of: many, that they 
"might be faved | . 7 


ar can more pie and indu- 
: table marks of ſincerity be found, 
than in the glowing expreſſions of 
affectionate regard, which abound in 
the letters written by Paul to his 
chriſtian brethren, in the different ſo- 
cieties which , he had eſtabliſhed ? 2 
We do all things, dearly beloved, 5 
for your edifying— This alſo we wiſn 
even your perfection We give thanks | 
to God always for you, making men- 
tion of you in our Prayers, remem- 
bering without cealing your work of 
faith, and labour of love, and pati- 
ence of hope in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


— What is our hope, or joy, ar 


crown of rejoicing? Are. not even 
Ye i in the preſence of our Lord Jeſus 


M +. Chriſt, 


* 1 * 
Chriſt, at his be b<— will very | 
| gladly ſpend and be ſpent for you, 

though the more abundantly I love 
you, the leſs I be loved.“ Compare 


this language with the w hole tenor of 
the apoſtle's life, and then judge, 


whether it be the artificial and con- 


ſtrained offering of hypocriſy, or the 
natural overflowing of, a warm and ge- 
nerous heart. JJ jo LO OW 


WII what candernels of affektion 
does the apoſtle take his laſt farewel 
of his brethren in Miletus! After ap- 
pealing to them for the fidelity and 
diſintereſtedneſs of his ſervices among 
them, he tells them, as a circum- 
ſtance in which his own feelings were 
deeply intereſted, that this was to 
be his laſt interview with them — And 
now, behold I know that ye all, a- 
mong whom J have gone preaching 
the kin dor m of God, mall de my 
face 
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face no more.“ Then, leaving with 
them his apoſtolic advice and bene- 


diction, « he kneeled down and pray- 
ed with them all.” The affection 
Was mutual, and che parting inexprel- 
fibly tender — cc They all! wept fore, _— 
and fell on Paul's neck, and kiſſed 


him — ſorrowing moſt of all for the 
words which he ſpake, chat they = 
mould ice his face no more.” 


On the genuine principles of . 


benevolence, 2 nd folely with the de- 
ſign of accomp Viking more effec Qually „ 
the great ends of his office, the apoſtle 
: conformed to che e prejudices, and com- 
plied with the weakneſſes of his bre- 
thren. His favourite maxims were 
ſuch as theſe; that © thoſe who are 


ſtrong ought to bear the infirmities 


of. the weak,” and that « eyery one 


ſhould pleaie his neighbour, for his 


good, to edification.” Accordingly, 


M Lei he 


he ſcrupled not to comply. 
. ſays he, 1 became as a Jew, | 


E 
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he conſtantly avoided, A much as poſ- 
ſible, every occaſion of offence, and 


yielded to the opinions and praftices _ 


of others, as far as the principles of 
religion and the nature of his apoſto- _ 
He did 
not, indeed, in order to gratify the 
| bigotry of his Jewiſh brethren, in any 
inſtance deſert the principles of chriſ- 
tian liberty, in which he had inſtruct- 1 
ed the converts from heatheniſin; and : 


lic character would permit. 


he was highly diſpleaſed with Peter's 
timidity, in not daring to acknow- 


ledge the Gentile chriſtians in the 
But, where 
his conformity to the Moſaic ritual 
would ſtrengthen his influence and 
his uſefulneſs among the 
Jewiſh chriſtians, without giving of- 


| Preſence of the Jews. 
increaſe 
fence to the heathen converts, or lay- 


ing them under unneceſſary reſtraints, 


that 
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| that I might gain che Jews: * to ide 
that are under the law, as under the 
law, that I might gain them that are 
under the law: to them that are with- 
out law, as without law, that I might 
gain them that are without law : 10 
the weak became I as weak, that 1 
1 might gain the weak : £ 3 am made all © 
things to all men, that 1 might * 
all means ſave ſome.” CS 


Nor that he violated the ſacred 


obligations of morality, or practiſed 
pious frauds, from an apprehenſion 
that the importance of the end which 

he had in view, would excuſe and ſanc- 
tify any means which might be em- 
Ployed to accompliſh it; but that, 
with reſpect to things in themſelves 
: indifferent, he thought himſelf at 
| liberty, at different times and places 
to act in a different manner, as pru- 
dence 2 direct. It was on theſe 
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8 principles that he clinic his Popcl 


and companion Timothy; and that 
at Jeruſalem he purified himſelf in the 


temple. according to the Jewiſh cere- 
v4 monial. 


a Taten actions were by no means 


inconſiſtent with his character as the 

Apoſtle of the Gentiles. For, though 
he always taught the heathen converts 
that they were free from all obligati- 
on to obey the law of Moſes, and 
urged them to © ſtand faſt in the 
liberty where with Chriſt had made 


them free, it does not appear that 
he ever attempted the abolition of 


ceremonial. obſervances among the 
Jewiſh chriſtians, or indeed that they 
in fact ceaſed among them till the 


deſtruction of Jeruſalem. Paul cir- 


cumciſed Timothy, becauſe he was 
by deſcent on the mother's fide a 


Jem; and he did not require Titus 


80 
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10 be circumeiſed, becauſe he was a 
Gentile. He probably foreſaw that 


chriſtianity would in time ſuperſede 


the Jewiſh ritual: but ſince Jeſus 


Chriſt had himfelf conformed to it 


during his life, and had never expreſs- 

| ly declared its abolition, he thought _ 
it perfectly conſiſtent with his chriſti: 
an character, that as a Jew he ſhould. 

« walk orderly and keep the law.” 

And in the inſtance of his purification, ; 


he doubtleſs apprehended ſuch a con- 


formity peculiarly neceſſary, in order 
to obviate a prejudice which the Jewiſh 
_ chriſtians had entertained againſt him, 
from a falſe report which had been 
eirculated, © that he had taught the 


Jews to forſake Moſes, and not to 
circumciſe their children, or walk, 
after the cuſtoms.” 


Tas 1 of the character of Paul 


points out the proper medium, be- | 
tween 


« AQ, xv. 13. Gal, il. 5, 
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tween that 1 and obſtinate adhe- 


rence to our own opinion and humour, 


which would be inconſiſtent with the 


obligations of ſocial life, and obſtruct | 


our uſefulneſs in the world, and that 


mean and timid compliance with the 
deciſions and inclinations of others, 
which leaves a man no judgment, no 


principle, no character of his own. In 
all points in which integrity is evi- 
dently and immediately concerned — 
where we are fully perſuaded that we 


N cannot 7 reſign - ourſelves to the directi- 


on of others, without facrificing our 
innocence and peace of mind—the 
moſt reſolute inflexibility is the high- 
eſt virtue ; and even to waver and he- 
ſitate, is to be criminal. In caſes of 
an indifferent nature, where compli- 
ance can be attended with no ſerious 


inconvenience, either to ourſelves or 
others, ſingularity may generally be 
5 looked upon as indicating « conceit and 
affeCation, 
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affectation, or mbroſeneſs and. ul. na- 
ture; and compliance as the effect of 
that deſire of Pleaſing, which is the 5 
firſt ingredient in genuine politeneſs. 9 
But in caſes where, by an innocent 
conformity to the prejudices or cuſ- 


toms of thoſe around us, we may ſo 
far obtain their good opinion, as to 


increaſe the probability of our ſuc- 
ceeding in any attempts to render 
them important fervices; ſuch com- 
pliances, proceeding from motives of 
benevolence, derive no inconſiderable 
degree of merit from the end to which 
they are directed. 1 55 


4 


Concerning ſome kinds of confor- 


mity, it mult be evident to every man, ; 
that they are immoral and culpable: 
but with reſpect to others, different 


principles and views may lead one man 

to look upon that compliance as cri- 

minal, which another may think in- 
nocent 


EA: 0 * 


: nocen? 15 even b In all duch : 


175 doubtful caſes, while we are careful 


not to condemn others, merely becauſe 
their judgment and moral principles 
lead them to a conduct different from 
| that which we ſhould approve for our- 
FI, ſelves, let us follow the honeſt dic- 


tates of our own hearts, without re- 


gard to the cenſures of the world; re- 
membering, that whatever opinion o- 
thers may form of our underſtanding 2 

or integrity, if our own hearts con- 
demn us not, we have confidence to- 


wards God,” $ 


Pais > is no trait in the character 
of Paul more ſtriking, or worthy of at- 
tention, than the firm reſolution with 
which he perſevered in the execution 
of his office, and the intrepidity with 
which he encountered the difficulties 
and dangers that beſet him on every 


ide. When, at the inſtigation of cer- 
main ſoothſayers, who « ſaw that the 


e 


© 


nor de of their gain was gone, Paul 
was IE at Philippi; ſuch was 
the compoſure and chearfulneſs of his 
mind, that © at midnight he prayed 
and ſang praiſes unto God.” Amidſt 
the commotion raiſed in Epheſus by 
thoſe who reaped the harveſt of ſuper- 
ſtition, Who, becauſe their craft was 5 
in danger, cried aloud againſt the in- 
ſult which the teachers of theſe new 
doctrines were offering to the great 
goddeſs Diana, Paul would have ha- 
zarded his life among the crowd, had 


not his brechren prevented him. Fer 


Sex him brought aptifbner before Fe- 
lis, a Roman governor — char ged with 
the crimes of edition and hereſy — his 

_ accuſation ſupported by the pleadings _ 
of an artful, and probably corrupted o- 
rator the bigotted multitude collect- 
ed around him, ready to inſult him, 
and triumph iu in his co endemnation — 
not 
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not a "OP? to atteſt his innocence, or 


ſupport his ſpirits —In this ſituation 
behold him, ſuſtained by conſcious 
integrity and the goodneſs of his 
cauſe, making his defence with calm- 
neſs and fortitude, and challenging his 
enemies to declare * if they had found 


any evil doing in him.” In the pre- 
| ſence of Agrippa, hear him giving a 


narrative of the manner of his life, 


and of the extraordinary event which 
had converted him to Chriſtianity, 
with ſuch artleſsneſs and ſincerity, that 


Agrippa ſaid, © Almoſt thou perſuad- 


eſt me to be a chriſtian.“ Follow him 
through every ſcene of danger and ſuf- 
fering; and in the midſt of all, fee 
him preſerving his tranquility undiſ- 


turbed, and his fortitude unſhaken ; 
hear him ſaying, © None of theſe 
things move me; neither count I my 


life dear unto me, ſo that I may finiſh 


i courſe with } Joy, and the miniſtry 
Which 


. A” U . 259 
which 1 have received of the Lord 


Jeſus, . 


Ir you aſk, What was the princi- 


ple which animated the apoſtle in : 
| theſe conflicts, and raiſed him above 


the terrors of perſecution? ; anſwer, 


it was the hope of immortality. It 
was becauſe © he walked by faith, not 


by ſight,” and © rejoiced in hope 


of the glory of God,” that © neither 
tribulation, nor diſtreſs, nor famine, 


nor nakedneſs, nor peril, nor ſword,” 


could deter him from continuing 
« ſteadfaſt and immoveable in the 
work of the Lord.” In the imme- 
diate proſpect of martyrdom, | when 
he was © ready to be offered, and 


the time of his departure was at hand,” 


this bleſſed hope enabled him to ſay : 


I have fought a good fight; I have 
finiſhed my courſe; F have kept the 


faith : henceforth there is laid up for 


me 
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me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, will give 


: me at es 


"waa. my brethren, in the life 


of the apoſtle Paul, the divine ener- 


gy of chriſtian charity, and chriſti- 


an hope: and let theſe ſacred prin- 
ciples take full poſſeſſion of your ſouls, 
that they may give ſtrength and ſta- 


bility to your virtue, and elfectually 


guard you againſt every afſault of 


| temptation. 


IAN not, that be cauſe you do 
not meet, with the lame trials with 
the firſt chriſtians, you have no need 
of their principles to ſecure your in- 
tegrity. To be ſtrictly honeſt and 
juſt, amidſt a thouſand opportuni- 
ties of increaſing our wealth by un- 
lawful means To be uniformly ſo- 


ber, chaſte and temperate, while we _ 
"I plentifally OO” with the ma- 
terials 
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ER of licentious indulgence I. 0 
he generouſly active in the ſervice 
of mankind, and ready to every good 

work, while our own intereſt or our 
own gratification | are perpetually ſo- 


88 55 our attention; requires as 
much ſtrength of mind, and ſteadi- 
neſs of principle, as to keep the path 


of duty in the darkeſt ſeaſons of ad- 
verſity, - or the moſt. ſtormy days of. 
perſecution. In every condition and 
ſituation, you will find your beſt ſe- 


curity in the principles of religion 


and chriſtianity. 


Ir is only genuine benevolence, 
ſincere piety, and a fteadfaft faith in 


4 future ſtate, which Can effectually ; 
ſuſtain your virtue through all the 


trials of the preſent life, and prepare 
you for the uninterrupted happineſs 


provided for the e, in the life 


10 ne | 
SER- 


ON THE. 
CHA RACTER OF 


JESUS CHRIST. 


MATTHEW XI, 29. 
Learn OF ME. 


EHE ſeveral diſtin& charafters 
1 which the Author of our Holy 
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dent practical regards from his diſci- 


Religion ſuſtains, require correſpon- 


ples. Believing in him as a teacher of 
: — Rs N 
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ſacred truth, under the immediate di- 
rection and authority of Heaven; it is 
their duty to receive his doctrine as the 
unerring ſtandard of faith. Acknow- 
 ledging him the meſſenger of the di- 
vine will, appointed by the Almighty 


to declare unto mankind the eternal 
laws of virtue and religion; they are 
bound to make his precepts the con- 


ſtant rule of their conduct. Remem- 1 
bering the benevolent purpoſes which 


he W for the inſtruction and re- 


0 ; formation of mankind, and the labours : 
_ and ſufferings through which he chear- 
fully pailed in the execution of his 


deſign it is their duty to revere his 


memory, and contemplate the actions 


of his life with affectionate gratitude, 


Laſtly, conſidering his character as 


perfectly free from blame, and as a- 


dorned with every amiable and reſpect- 


able virtue; they ſhould carefully 
|  oblerye 


- 
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obſerve and imitate his moſt excellent . 


example. 


Ir Ii is in this latter point of View chat 


we are now to contemplate the great 
Saviour of the world—as exhibiting 


before us a pattern in every reſpect | 
worthy of our imitation. _ 


Ox this copious and inſtructive 


| theme, a great variety of intereſting 
_ particulars offer themſelves to our 
attention. To diſplay our Saviour's | 


wiſdom, I might diſtinctly examine 


his ſeveral diſcourſes recorded by the 
evangeliſts, remarking his juft and 
ſublime conceptions of the perfecti- 


ons and providence of God, his en- 


larged ideas concerning the nature of 


religion, his rational views of the pre- 


ſent condition and proper happineſs 
of man, and the purity and extent of 
his moral ſyſtem. To ſhew the ſtrength 


. 


JESUS « CHRIST. 


a 4 57 of his religious principles, 
J might repreſent him to you as ob- 
ſerving the inſtitutions of Moſes, and 

performing frequent acts of devotion 
in public and in private, and call 
you to attend him through the whole 
courſe of his public miniſtry, in which 


every miracle he performed, every 
diſcourſe he delivered, every trial he 
ſuffered, was an inſtance of obedience 
or reſignation to the will of his Father. 
Io0o manifeſt the extent and ardour of 
his benevolence, I might lead you to 


the ſurvey of all his active ſervices 


for the benefit of mankind, in which 
he healed all manner of diſeaſes a- 
mong the people, and employed his 


divine wiſdom and authority. in cor- 


recting error, and reproving vice, 


and in eſtabliſhing virtue and religi- 
| on in the world. 


Bor, without attempuing a perfect 
Aelineation 
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delineation of the character of Chriſt, : 
1 ſhall, in what follows, endeavour 5 
to give you an idea of ſome of its 
more ſtriking features, ſo far as this 
may be obtained by attending to ſome | 
of thoſe incidents of our Saviour's life, 


which are the moſt fruitful of moral in- 
ſtruction. 


Lzr vs, in the firſt place, direct our 
attention to the conference which Je- 
ſus held with the woman of Samaria, 


Our Saviour, travelling through Sa- 
maria in his way from Judea to Gali- 
lee, fat down by the ſide of a well 
to repoſe and refreſh himſelf, while 
his diſciples went into a neighbour- 
ing town to purchaſe proviſion. It 
happened, that a Samaritan woman 
came at this time to draw water. Je- 
ſus, always watchful for an opportu- 
nity of doing good, took occaſion . 
M2: Bern 


and prepared the way for a moſt in- 


265 -JESUS CHRIST. 


from the einein dine of the woman 8 
drawing water from the well, to give 
A figurative account of his own cha- 
racter, which engaged her attention, 


e 
e S FP 


tereſting and inſtructive diſcourſe on 
religious worſhip. The woman be- 
ing informed by our Saviour of ſome 
: particulars 1 in her life, with which ſhe 
knew it muſt have been impoſſible for 
him to be acquainted without ſuperna- 
tural powers, immediately concluded 


ä that } he was a Prophet. 


: 3 long bem es of warm 
diſpute between the Jews and Samari- 
tans, whetherJeruſalemor Mount Geri- 
ziim was the place appointed by Heaven 
for the performance of the more public 
and ſolemn acts of religion. The wo- 

man, curious to hear the judgment of 
a prophet concerning a point ſo much 
controverted, and in her apprehenſion WF _ 

— a 


* 


Fs e n JJ 
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- 0 much importance; and perhaps 3 


deſirous of receiving inſtruction 


i 905 Heaven to direct her own conduct 
in this particular, faid to our Saviour, 
Bo Our Fathers worſhipped in this 
5 mountain; and ye fay that i in. Jeruſa- 
lem is the place where men ought to 
worſhip.” She ſuppoſed that this wiſe 


man was. able to determine the contro- 


verſy, and probably expected that he 
would give a deciſive opinion, either in 

3 favour of the Jews, or the Samaritans ; F< 55 

but as ĩs generally the caſe with diſpu- 

| tants—had little fuſpicion, that it was 

| poſlible for any one to regard the queſ- 

tion in e as of ſmall importance. 


| Jesus Cuxnr, however, was too 
well acquainted with the true nature of. 
religion, to think it effential to-the ac- 
5 ceptableneſs of religious worſhip that 
it ſhould be preſented on any parti- 
| eular ſpot of ground: he knew that 
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the inſtitution which he was about to 
eſtabliſh in the world was not to be 
_ confined to any particular country or 
nation ; and it was one of his princi- 
pal objects, to turn men's attention 
trom the outward forms of religion, 
to the inward ſentiments of piety and 
devotion. He therefore inſtructed 
this Samaritan woman, and in her all 


thoſe to whom his doctrine on this 


head hath been communicated, that 


the principles and diſpoſitions of the 


mind alone, muſt determine the value 

of the homage which we pay to the 
Supreme Being, without regard to 
any external circumſtances whatſoever. 


.«Txsvs ſaid unto ew Watt, believe 


me, the hour cometh, when ye ſhall 
neither in this mountain nor yet at Je- 


ruſalem worſhip the Father —the hour 


cometh, and now 1s, when the true | 


- ee ſhall worſhip the Father in 
ſpirit 
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ſpirit and in truth; for the Father frek- 
eth ſuch to worſhip him: God is a 


ſpirit; and they that worſhip him, 


muſt worſhip him in Fins. and in 
truth. 5 


Tris explanation of the nature of 
religion, and the qualifications requi- 
red in religious worſhippers, is ſo full 
and explicit,, that it might ſeem 
ſcarcely poſſible for thoſe wWho profeſs 
to make the doctrine of Chriſt the rule 
of their faith and practice, to be more s 
attentive to the external modes of de- 
votion, than to the inward ſpirit of pi- 


ety. And yet we find this fundamen- 


tal error prevailing among chriſtians, . 
not only in thoſe dark ages in which 
ſuperſtition might naturally be expect- 


ed to riſe up as the offspring of igno- 


rance, but even in the preſent enlight- 


ened period. Inftances are not un- 


common, of perſons ſo ſcrupulouſly = 
N44 attached 
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attached to particular places ind forms | 
of worſhip, that they can hardly be 
perſuaded to acknowledge thoſe of a 


different perſuaſion as fellow chriſti- 5 
ans, and would think i it, in ſome ſort, 
a violation of the purity of their reli- 
gious profeſſion to unite with them in 
occaſional acts of worſhip. In every 
ſect, there are bigots to be found, who 
with the true ſpirit of Jews and Sama- - 
Titans, becauſe they cannot agree to 
| worſhip their Maker in the ſame place, ” 
or in the ſame words, chooſe as much 
as poſſible to avoid all intercourſe 
Whereas, a proper 
attention to the doctrine of Chriſt on 
this head, or to the nature and reaſon 


with each other. 


of the thing, would have taught them, 


that whatever real or ſuppoſed advan- 
tage one mode of religion may have 


above another, the only thing eſſenti- 
al to devotion is ſincerity; and that 


fincerity may be found in every form 


of 
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8 of religion, and among chriſtians of. 
ny rx ſect. 8 


LIB ERALITY of ſentiment, and ſu- 


periority to national prejudices, were 
no leſs apparent in the freedom with 
5 which Chriſt converſed with the wo- 
man of Samaria, than in the ſpirit and. 
tendency of his diſcourſe. A Jew; 
with all the partialities of his pag 
| about him, would have thought it 


diſgrace — perhaps a crime to hive Y 


converſed with a Samaritan. Ever a 
thoſe who accompanied Chriſt on his 
Journey, retained ſo much of this ſpirit, 
that upon their return from the city, 


« they marvelled that he talked with 


the woman.” But our Saviour's bene- _ 
volence was not confined within the 
narrow limits of a religious fect, or 


civil community. When he ſaw a fel- 
low creature in need of inſtruction or 


relief, he did not defer the offices or 


N _  charit: Y ps. 


JESUS CHRIST. 


= till he had ſatisfied himſelf 


concerning his religion or his country. 


| The humanity which he practiſed was 
generous and unconfined ; like that 


which he ſo pathetically recommended 
- to his diſciples, i in the beautiful parable 


| of the good Samaritan, 


LI all who profeſs to be followers of 


Chriſt, cc * and do likewiſe,” 


hs is a ns deforving of 
notice, that this valuable lecture of 
heavenly wiſdom was deduced from 
a common and apparently trifling 1 in- 
cident. The Samaritan woman came 
to draw water: our Saviour from 
hence took occaſion to offer unto her 2, 
religious inſtruction, under the i Image 
of living water. In this manner did 
Chriſt, whoſe © meat was to do the 
will of him that ſent him,” ſeize e- 


very e of inculcating ſome 


important : 
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important truth, or conveying ſome 
uſeful ſentiment, to the minds of thoſe 
around him. How much might con- 
verſation be improved, ner. ſucceſs- 
- fully might the education of children 
and youth be conducted, if the objects 
of nature, and the incidents which 
daily occur, were thus made uſe of 
as inſtruments of inſtruRtion ! ! 


We ſhould then, : to borrow the words 


f che Hoek 


Fint tongues in trees, books in the running 


brooks, 


Sermons i in ſtones, and good i in every thing, 


4 HE fame ad 2 views and ge 
nerous ſpirit, which directed our Sa- 


viour's conduct in the ſcene we have 
been conſidering, were diſplayed on 
another occaſion, when his diſciples 
reproved one who caſt out devils 
becauſe he was not of their company. 


9 8 5 « Maſter, 
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* Maſter, ſays John, we faw © one * 
ting out devils in thy name, and we 


forbad him becauſe he followeth not 
with us.“ OT 


Ir is in ahi! manner that branes | 
in all ages have reaſoned : on this 
ground the whole ſuperſtructure of 
religious oppreſſion and intolerance 
has been erected. Men have firſt 
taken it for granted, as the diſci- 5 
ples did, that none but thoſe Who 
belong to their own ſect can be true 
friends to religion, or at leaſt, that 
it is impoſſible for perſons ſo erro- 


neous in their opinions, to render any 


real ſervice to its intereſts: and they 
| have then eaſily perſuaded themſelves, 


that it was neceſſary, in order to 
preſerve the purity of the chriſtian 


faith and worſhip, that they ſhould 
py violent means to ſuppreſs and 
| filence 
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3 iene cc choſe who follow | not wich 
1 them.” 


Bur nothing ean be more di- 


E realy oppolite to the genius of chriſ- | 
tianity, or the temper. of its be- 
nevolent Author. than ſuch practices. 
He checked the intolerant ſpirit of 
7 John and his brethren, by ſaying, 
* Forbid him not; for he 0 is not 
againſt us, is on our part: hereby 
: inſtructing his followers i in future ages, 
to regard all thoſe who endeavour 
to promote the defign of his religion 


—the moral improvement of man- 


kind — under whatever denomination 


they rank themſelves, as friends to : 
chriſtianity. 


IT will not be thought ſurpriſing, ; 


that Chriſt ſhould embrace every op- 
portunity of diſcouraging a contract- 
cd and bigotted ſpirit in his diſciples, 


TESUS CHRIST. 


1 11 f it 56 conſidered, that che e 


effects of this ſpirit were daily ex- 
perienced, in the diſaffection which 


it had produced between the Jews 
and the Samaritans. Their alienati- 
on was carried to ſuch an height that 
the common intercourſes of civility, 
and even of hoſpitality, between the 
two countries were interrupted. Our 
Saviour, having occaſion to travel 
kchrough a part of Samaria, i in his way 
to Jeruſalem, ſent ſome of his diſ- 
ciples before him into a village to 
prepare refreſhment for him and his 
company. The inhabitants ſoon per- 
ceived that they were Jews, and re- 


fuſed to furniſh them with the neceſ- 
uy ſupplies. 


Tars violation of one of the firſt 


rights of humanity might ſeem to 
have merited ſome ſevere puniſh- 


ment, The diſciples James and John 
5 thought 


+ 
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thought ſo; and propoſed to cheir 
Maſter that they ſhould call for fire 


from heaven, to conſume theſe bi- 


gotted and inhoſpitable villagers. But 5 


Jeſus, who penetrated deeper into 


human nature than his companions, 
and knew the ſtrength of vulgar 


errors, diſapproved of the propo- 
ſal. He probably ſaw that the ob- 
jets of his diſciples reſentment were 
a poor illiterate people, who, impli- 
citly following the judgment of their 


ſpiritual guides, had facrificed their 
moral principles and feelings to reli- 
gious Prejudices ; and on this ac- 


count, though he could not entirely 
exculpate them, he looked upon them 


rather as objects of pity than indigna- 


tion. In his diſciples' eager propoſal 


of vengeance, he perceived more to 
cenſure than applaud; and though 
he doubtleſs allowed them all the me- 


rit of their zeal and affection for him, 
| | | IM . h e 


he was much diſpleaſed to diſcover 
in them, ſo much of that national en- 
mity which he had endeavoured to 
ſubdue, and ſuch a ſanguinary and 
perſecuting ſpirit. He therefore, with 
a calmneſs and dignity ſuitable to his 

character, © turned and rebuked them, 

ſaying, Ye know not what manner of 
7 885 ye are of.” Wh Led 


Ir due allowances were made for 
the unavoidable influence of education 
and authority, in forming the religious 
ſentiments of men, we ſhould perhaps 
be more ready to excuſe ſuch errors 

of conduct as are the natural conſe- 
quence of error in opinion; at leaſt 
we ſhould be more ſenſible of the ab- 
ſurdity of attempting to produce an 
. uniformity of judgment and practice, 
in matters of religion, by violent and 
coercive meaſures. Such meaſures 
have been uſually aſcribed, by thoſe 
„ 5 who 
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who have adopted them, to a lauda- 
ble zeal for the purity of the goſpel, 
the glory of God, and the ſalvation 

of men; but if the hiſtory of perſecu- : 
tion be fairly examined, it will, I 
believe, appear, that they have gene- 
rally been the effect of pride and con- 


ceit, a love of dommion, a thirſt af- 


der gan, or a till worle principle, 
: malevolence. £ 


'Trar an erroneous judgment alone, 


ought not to ſubject a man to cenſure 


and puniſhment among his fellow crea- 


tures, will perhaps, in the « preſent en- 


lightened age be generally allowed: 


but how far our candour and lenity 


7 ought to extend with reſpect to moral 
irregularities may admit of diſpute. 


It will be acknowledged, that vice 
is fo diſgraceful | to human nature, 


and fo injurious to ſociety, that it can- 


not be too much loaded with dium 
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and contempt. Ir is undoubtedly & 
debt which every good man owes to 


the cauſe of virtue, and to his own 


reputation, ſtrongly to expreſs his 

diſapprobation of the conduct of thoſe _ 
who trample upon the laws of order, 

and trifle with the obligations of mo- 


rality. But it ſeems perfectly con- 


 fiſtent with a juſt indignation againſt | 
vice, that while we condemn the of- 


£ fence we Ad Pity the offender, 15 


To's we refle& Kar we ms are ai 


and fallible creatures — that if we have 
been free from the vices we cenſure, 
we have perhaps been chargeable with 


others no leſs heinous — or however, 


that we probably owe our innocence, 
as much to our ſituation and connec- 


tions, as to the moral ſtrength. of our 


minds — we ſhall perhaps fee reaſon 

to treat thoſe who have been unfortu- 

nately ſeduced into the paths of vice, 
with 
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With greater 1 than they com- 


monly meet with from the world. The 
ſeverity with which the guilty are 


condemned, is doubtleſs often the ef- 


fect of an honeſt abhorrence of vice, 
and a ſuperior delicacy of moral feel- 
ing. But is there not room to ſuſpect, 


that it ſometimes proceeds from an 
expectation of being able hereby to 
purchaſe, at any caly rate, a character 
for extraordinary purity and ſtrictneſs | 
of manners; or from a deſign of di- 
verting the attention of the world a 


from our own faults, by directing it 
to thoſe of others ? : | 


1 | at leaſt, ſeems to have been 


the caſe with the Phariſees in the time 


of our Saviour. And his judgmene 
concerning their conduct in this reſ- 
pect, may be gathered from his apo- 
logy for the penitent woman, who 


offered him the molt expreſſive tokens 


DJ 


"a 
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of affectionate gratitude while he was 
fitting at meat in the houſe of a Pha- 
riſee; and ſtill more fully from his 
treatment of the adultreſs whom the 
Scribes and Phariſees brought to him, 
requeſting his den der, as the 
law of Moles preſcribed, ſhe ſhould 
be ſtoned. His anſwer to this en- 
ſnaring inquiry was, He that is wich- 
out fin among you, let him firſt caſt 
a ſtone at her. And while he ſtoop- 
ed down, and wrote on the ground, 
they which heard it, being convicted. 
by their own. conſciences, went out 
one by one; ; and Jeſus was left alone, 
and the woman ſtanding in the midſt. 
When, Jeſus had lift up himſelf, and 
ſaw none but the woman; he ſaid 
vnto her, Woman, where are theſe thy 
accuſers? Hath no man condemned 
thee ? . ſhe ſaid, no man, Lord. And 
Jeſus ſaid unto her, neither do I con- : 
amn thee; 2 and fin no more.. 
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1 cannot be ſuppoſed with the leaſt 


appearance of reaſon, that our Saviour 
meant by theſe inſtances of lenity to 
give encouragement to vice: his ex- 
hortation to the adultreſs, © go and 
iin no more,” and the whole tenor 
ol his life, which was © holy, harm- 


leſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from fin- 


ners, ſufficiently refute ſuch a ſup- | 


poſition. Thus much however may 


be inferred from theſe incidents i in the 


life of Chriſt, that he diſapproved of 


that rigorous treatment of the guilty, 


which, depriving them of all hope of 5 
being ever able to regain the eſteem 


5 20d... confidence of mankind, would 


tives to repentance, ET tempt them 
in deſpair to abandon themſelves to 


their vices; and that in his eſtimation, 
_ fincere repentance, manifeſted by a 


new courſe of life, as it is all the a- 


tonement which the Almighty expects 


from: * 
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from his offending creatures, ought 
to entitle a man to forgiveneſs, and 
reſtore him to favour, . his bre- 


| ihren. 


cc Br ye, therefore, ; merciful, even 
as your Father who is in heaven Is 
; merciful. w 
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Joan x11. 15. 


I Have GIVEN YOU AN EXAMPLE, 


ir and ambicicn have been the 


Thould provide an effectual remedy for 


&L occaſion of ſo much infelicity in 
= private life, and of ſuch dreadful pub- 
= lic calamities, that the man who 


ches 


JESUS CHRIST. 


theſe ORs would have his kigheft 
claim to the title of the friend and 
benefactor of mankind. There ſeems 
to be only two poſſible methods by 1 


which this end could be accompliſhed: 


either by placing all men in ſuch a 
tate of perfect equality, that no op- 
Portunities of indulging ambitious 
views ſhould remain ; or by bringing 
the minds of men under the influence 
of ſuch principles and maxims of con- 
duct, as would lay a conſtant and 
ö powerful reſtraint upon their deſires 
and purſuits. The deſign of laying 
„ alidde all diſtinctions of rank and pre- 
cedence, and reducing mankind to 
a level, by deſtroying private property, 
and caſting all the riches of individu- 
als into a common ſtock, how plau- 
ſible ſoever it might appear to the 
theoretical philoſopher, is found from 


experience to be chimerical and im- 


Practicable. Since then, it is impoſ- 
7 ible 
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5 ble to remove the external cauſes of : 
ambition, nothing remains but to 
attack the principle itſelf, and endea- 10 
vour to ſubdue and deſtroy it by the 
power of reaſon and religion. 5 5 


Ir was on this ground, 3 


Saviour erected his ſtandard againſt 
this enemy to the happineſs of man- 
kind. By directing the attention of 
his followers to things of a ſpiritual i 
nature, and inſtructing them to eſteem 
perfection in moral attainments as 
their higheſt glory, and to regard the 
rewards of immortality as their ulti- 
mate end, he endeavoured to give an 
elevation to their ſentiments and de- 
fires, which ſhould render them com- 
paratively indifferent to the objects 
of worldly ambition. And when he 
found that the general principles, 
which he inculcated upon his diſciples, 

were not ſufficient to counteract the 


8 pe 


influence 


Aude nee ©: th falſe opinions and 


groundleſs expectations, which they 8 


entertained concerning the Meſſlah's 
kingdom; he reproved them with the 
utmoſt plainneſs and fidelity, and in the 


5 ſtrongeſt terms prohibited all conten- 


tions for precedence, and recommend- 


s FR ed the exerciſe of mutual condeſcen- 


ſion. | 


: WIEN the mother of James and 
John, from a fooliſh ambition of pro- 

_ viding places of diſtinction for her ſons | 
under the Meſſiah, came to him, and 
reſpectfully bowing before him, ſaid, 

“Grant that theſe my two ſons may 

fit, the one on thy right hand, and the 
other on thy left, in thy kingdom ;” 

| Jeſus replied, © Ye know not what ye 
aſk ;” and ſaid to his diſciples, ( Who- 
ſoever will be great among you, let 


him be your miniſter; and whoſo- 


ever will be chief n you let him 


be 
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be your ſervant; * hereby inſtructing 


them, that they ought to conſider it 
as the higheſt point of diſtinction to 5 
excel in acts of condeſcenſion and 5 


5 kindneſs, 


e theſe exhorta- 
tions, ſo much of this ambitious and 
envious ſpirit ſtill remained among 
the diſciples of Chriſt, that he found 
it neceſſary to make uſe of every ex- 
pedient to ſuppreſs it. Hence we 


find him ſetting before them a little 


child, as a pattern for their inutation, 


and aſſuring them that without the 


modeſty and humility of children, 
| they would be unworthy of a place in 
1 kingdom. And becauſe he knew 
| that example ſpeaks with greater ener- 
gy than precept, he enforced all his 
inſtructions on this head, not only by 
the general courſe of his life, but by 
the 8 act of waſhing his 


0 2 aliciples ; 


— —ä— — 
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uw feet. At the cloſe of * 
inſtructive ceremony, he explained 


| his intention in performing it, and 


commanded them, in imitation of his 


example, to exerciſe humility and 
condeſcenſion towards each other. 
% Know ye what I have done unto 


fa you? ? Ye call me Maſter, and Lord; 


and ye fay well, for ſo Jam. If 3 


then, your Lord and Maſter, have 


waſhed your feet, ye ought alſo to 
waſh one another's feet: for 1 have 
given you an example, thar ye ſhould 25 
do as 1 have done to e 18 


Ho enbecoming_'are pride and 
haughtineſs, in thoſe who call them- 
ſelves followers of a Maſter, whoſe 
actions ſpoke this language, ©] earn 

of me, for I am meek and lowly in 
| heart!” Little regard indeed do they 
pay to his precepts little have they 
oe imbibed of his ſpirit who, while they 

; look 
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look up towards the ſuperior ranks 5 
of life with all the fretfulneſs of envy, 
_ overlook, deſpiſe, and e their 
inferiors. 


| 247 you foe a man agerly- graſping 
at honours which fe | not fairly with- | 
in his reach, practiſing the baſe arti- 
fices of diſſimulation to gain the fa- 
vour of the great, or purchaſing rank 
and conſequence at the expence of 
his integrity; — If you know a man, 
who, diſcontented with the ſtation 
which Providence hath allotted him, 
and determined at all events to make 
a figure in life, in order to provide 
_ himſelf with the means of gratifying 
his vanity and ambition, practiſes the 
arts of fraud and knavery in his com- 
mercial connections, or extorts with- 
out mercy the utmoſt farthing from 
his dependents ; who on the founda- 
tlon | of the property of others, adopts 
1 5 an 


Oz 
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an Pg and expenſive manner 
3 of living, which neither his fortune 
nor his reaſonable _ expectations of 
profit can ſupport ;—If you meet with 
a man, who, while he fawns upon his 


_ patrons among the great with deſpica- 


ble ſervility, is haughty and overbear- 
ing in his behaviour to his domeſtics 
and dependents, looks down with con- 
tempt upon the poor, turns a deaf ear 
to their complaints, and, as if it were 
painful to him to be reminded that 
he belongs to the ſame ſpecies, haſ- 
tens to drive them from his fight ;— 
where you find a man thus devoted 
to pride, yanity, or ambition, what- 
ever creed he receives, to whatever 
church he belongs, call him not a 
chriftian—for, if any man have not 
the . of Chriſt, he is none of 
"M7 5 


Lan us now proceed. to er che | 
0 ; 


1 
wp 
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5 cloſing period of our Saviour" 8 life, in 
which all his virtues ſhine forth in one 
bright conſtellation — in which every 
ſcene at once gives us the moſt exalt- 
eld idea of his character, and affords 8 
us the moſt Tv: infiraſtion, © IT 
| - Munn hs bee the cloud, which 
the jealouſy of the Jewiſh rulers and 
prieſts, and the bigotry of the popu- 
| lace had long been raiſing, ready to 
burſt over his head; when he ſaw that 
the only recompence he was to expect 
for all his labours of love, was a vio- 
lent and 1 ignominious death; in what 
manner did he ſupport the terrifying 
proſpect ? Did he brave his fate with 
the hardineſs of ſtoical apathy? or did 
he puſillanimouſly ſhrink under the 
apprehenſion of danger, and, de- 
ſpairing of ſupport from Heaven, de- 
| Afert the poſt of duty in the hour of 
5 trial? The natural ſenſibility and 
* 04 os tender- 
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tenderneſs of his ſpirit forbad he | 
former; the principles of religion 
and benevolence forbad the latter. 


5 He felt all the infelicity of his ſitua- 


tion, and from the view of the pain- 
ful ſcenes which were before him, 
c his ſoul was exceedingly ſorrowful:“ 
but he reſolutely ſuſtained the preſ- 
ſure of his afflictions, and ſubmitted 
patiently to a trial, from which his 
duty to his God, and his love to man- 
kind would not ſuffer him to be ex- 
cuſed. Father, faith he, if it be 
poſſible let this cup paſs away from 
me nevertheleſs, not as I will, but 
as thou wilt.“ - 


"I this manner, let us, my chriſti- 
an brethren, meet all the afflictions 
which the righteous Diſpoſer of events 
ſhall allot unto us: through all the 
changes of this mortal life, let the 
| en of our hearts always be, 

N | c Not 
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« Not our will, but thine, 0 God, 5 
be done.” 


TurkE cannot be a chic r 5 more 5 


vile and deteſtable, than that of one, 


who employs the confidence of friend- 
ſhip, to ſerve his own baſe purpoſes; 
— who ſcruples not to facrifice the re- 
Putation, property, or life of his friend, 
at the call of ambition or avarice. 
Such was the character of Judas. He 
had been admitted to the neareſt in- 
timacy with Chriſt, as one of his 
twelve ſelect companions and friends: 
he had enjoyed the benefit of his pri- 
vate inſtructions, as well as of his pub- 
lic diſcourſes: he had doubtleſs re- 
ceived many proofs of kindneſs from 
his maſter, and made many profeſſi- 
ons of attachment and fidelity to him. 
Vet — ſuch is the power of avarice in 
the heart which has once ſubmitted it- 
ſelf to its dominion — it was impoſſi- 
0 $- ä 
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| bs « even for the doctrine of Chriſt to 
make him honeſt and virtuous, or for 
his friendſhip and love to inſpire him 
with the genuine . of grati- . 
: ny.” |: FER 


Wars he followed Chriſt, | it was 
becauſe he was intruſted with the care 
of the common ſtock of the diſciples, 
and found means to make the truſt ad- 
vantageous to himſelf. And when 


. the Jewiſh prieſts and rulers offered 


him a ſum of money, to betray Chriſt 
into their hands, every conſideration 


oO honour, friendſhip, and humanity 


inſtantly vaniſhed, and he conſented 


to become a traitor. . Taking with 


him a ſufficient number of attendants, 

he came to the place to which he knew 
that Jeſus often retired with his diſci- 
ples; and having given his attendants 
notice that the perſon whom he ſhould 


* was he whom they were to ſeize, 
| be 
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he came up to Chaiſt, with all the ap- 


Pearance of dutiful and affectionate 
regard, and addreſſing him with the 


uſual ſalutation, Ko Hail, Maſter!” 
he kiſſed him. 


7 Sweat Sy 1 treachery might 5 


ſurely have juſtified ſome ſignal token 
of reſentment: but Chrift, who had 


long foreſeen and been prepared for 


this event, met the inſult with calm- || 


neſs; and only expreſſed his ſenſe of 
the injury done him by addreſſing the 


traitor in words, which, if he had any 
remains of ſenſibility, muſt pierce his 


ſoul; © Judas, betrayeſt thou the ſon : 
| of man n with a kiſs? 5 


coun e ainkin his. 


a proper occaſion for approving their 
zeal and fidelity to their maſter, and 


apprehending that the violent aſſault 


which was made upon him would Jol- 


— — — = 
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| tify any act of violence on their part, 
: propoſed to Chriſt, that they hoult - 


make uſe of the weapons of defence 


2 with which they were provided: and 
Peter, always the firſt in action, with- 
out waiting for his maſter's authority, 
drew his ſword and wounded one of 

the high prieſt's ſervants. Theſe vio- 
lent meaſures Chriſt wholly diſappro- 

ved; and having commanded Peter to 
to put up his ſword, and healed the 

ſervant's wound, he quietly reſigned ; 

| himſelf into the hands of his enemies: 

ſaying, with that pious reſignation of 

which he was fo perfect a pattern; 


ce The cup which my father hath given 
me, ſhall I not drink 1 it?” ; 


Warn a man is in circumſtances of 
danger or diſtreſs, in which his own in- 


tereſts might naturally be expected to 
| engage all his attention, it diſcovers 5 
5 =o common degree of benevolence, to 


be 


A; 


20 N 0 


be anxious for the ale ao: 1 = 
neſs of his friends. It therefore de- 
' ſerves particular notice, that at this 
moſt intereſting period, when death 
was approaching our Saviour with „ 
very circumſtance of terror, he diſco- 
vered the moſt benevolent attention to 
the welfare of his diſciples. At the 
inſtant that he gave himſelf up into 
the hands of the officers, he requeſted 
them to permit his friends to depart 
in fafety—< If ye ſeek me, let theſe 
go their way.“ It was from the ſame 
benevolent ſpirit, that he afterwards 
paid ſuch friendly attention to the be- 
haviour of Peter, and by a look of 
gentle | reproof, recalled him to his 


duty; and that on his way to the 
place of crucifixion, obſerving a mul- 
titude of women following him with 


tears and lamentations, he expreſſed 


his concern for the calamities which 


vere coming upon them and their poſ- 


wen 
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f terity, by ſaying, & Dee of [ui 
ruſalem, weep not for me, but weep 
| 0 acti and ow children,” TI 


T n mind pollilied of ſuch tender | 
ſnfibility and generous affections, as 
that of our Saviour, -it muſt have been 
no inconſiderable ſource of diſtreſs, 
that all the kindneſs which he had 
ſhewn to his followers, had not been 
ſufficient to make them refolute and 
inflexible in their attachment to him; 


that, though he had rendered them 


the moſt eſſential ſervices, and had al- 
ways treated them as friends and bre- 
thren, one of their number had the 
inhumanity and treachery to betray 
him; that another, who had made the 
moſt zealous profeſſions of friendſhip, 
diſowned his relation to him with 
oaths and curſes; and that, in the 
hour of danger, the whole een 
danone him and * 


Tus | 
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Taos deſerted by his friends, be- 55 
hold him conducted as a priſoner to 
the houſe of Caiaphas the high prieſt, 
Where the principal members of the 


great council of the Sanhedrim were 


aſſembled to examine him. In reply 
to the enquiries which they made con- 
cerning the nature of his doctrine, he 
appealed to thoſe who had attended 

upon his diſcourſes, as the proper 
witneſſes, that there had been nothing 9225 


in them contrary to the order and 


| peace of the ſtate, or ſubverſive of re- 


ligion and morality. He rightly 


- Judged, that ſuch an appeal was more 
likely to juſtify him, than any expla- 
nation of the nature and deſign of his 
undertaking which in his preſent ſitu- 
ation he ſhould be able to give. An 
officer who ſtood near, not under- 
ſtanding the grounds of our Saviour's 
reply, imagined that it implied ſome 
e of the 858 prieſt, and took 
| upon | 


upon him to reſent the ſuppoſed af- 
front offered to his maſter, by ſmiting 

| Jeſus with the palm of his hand. 

| Chriſt, with that meekneſs which ſo 


OD eminently diſtinguiſhed his character, 


| inſtead of reſenting this inſult, calmly 
reaſoned with the offender ; © If I have 
ſpoken evil, bear witneſs of the evil; 
if well, why ſmiteſt thau me?” 


Taz judges before whom Chriſt 
now ſtood, were determined, if they 
could find any charge againſt him 
which might give their ſentence the 


; leaſt appearance of juſtice, to condemn 


him. Accordingly they examined ſe- 
veral witneſſes, who had been ſum- 
moned for that purpoſe ; but their ac- 
cuſations were ſo frivolous and contra- 
dictory, that they afforded no legal e- 
vidence againſt him. They therefore 
| Poſtponed the trial to the next day ; 

when in a full an of the Sanhe- 
8 | i 


— 


drim, the high prieſt required Jeſus 
| to declare upon oath, whether he was 
indeed the Meſſiah the Son of God: 
upon which he boldly replied, Thou 
| haſt faid right; I am:“ and the queſ- 
tion being again put to him by the 


whole body of the prieſts and magiſ- 20% 


trates, he again acknowledged that he 
claimed this divine character. On 
this confeſſion, they pronounced him 
guilty of blaſphemy, and worthy of 


death: after which the inferior officers 


and attendants inſulted him with con- 
temptuous and cruel mockery. 


Jopra being now a Roman province, 
the Jewiſh rulers, who had pronoun- 
ced the ſentence of death upon Jeſus, 
had not authority to execute the ſen- 
tence which they had paſſed, till it 
Was confirmed by the Roman gover- 
nor. They therefore ſent Jeſus to 
Pontius Pilate, the Procurator whom 
. Tiberius 
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Tiberius had ſent into this province, 


requeſting that he would give his 


ſanction to the ſtep which they _ 


taken. Pilate, willing to excuſe him- 
ſelf from interfering in an affair of 
this nature, deſired that they would 
proceed with the: eriminal according 
to the tenor of their own law: but, 
the Jews, who knew that without the 7 


__ concurrence. of the governor they 


ſhould be liable to be called to account 
by the Roman Emperor, urged him 
to examine the : merits. of the cauſe, | 
and either annul or confirm their ſen- 
| tence. Accordingly, the trial was re- 
newed: and becauſe the charge of blaſ- 
phemy was not ſo likely to be under- 
ſtood, or attended to, by a Roman, they 
cChanged their ground, and - accuſed 
him of treaſonable attempts to deſtroy | 
the preſent government, and make 
himſelf the King of the Jews. Pilate, 
10 daſoovered through the whole af⸗ 
7 5 fair 
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fair a degree of impartiality which re- 
flects honour upon his memory, aſked 
Jeſus what occaſion he had given for 
ſuch an accuſation. And finding, 
from the account which he gave of 
the nature of his kingdom, that he 
meant nothing unfriendly to the civil 
eſtabliſhment, he declared it as his o- 


pinion, that Jeſus was innocent of 
the charge brought againſt him, 


Hrs eu diffatisfied with ahis 


determination, repeated their com- 
plaints: in the courſe of which Pilate, 
diſcovering that Jeſus was a Galilean, 


determined to transfer this perplex- _ 
ing buſineſs to Herod, the governor 
of that country. But Herod, inſtead 


of examining the cauſe with the at- 


tention which its importance deſerv- _ 
ed, treated it with ridicule, and ſent 


Jeſus back to Pilate with marks 
of ene and deriſion. On this, 
| | Pilate, 
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Pilate, again declaring his opinion 
of Chriſt's innocence, recommended 
him as a proper object of that indem- 
nity, which it was uſual to grant to 
one priſoner at the feaſt of the paſſover. 


f But the Jewiſh rulers and Prieſts, de- 


_ termined at all events to carry their 
point, urged the populace to name 
Barrabbas, as a more proper perſon to 
receive this indulgence. The popu- 
lace immediately complied, and with 
their uſual impetuolity cried out, 
Not this man, but Barrabbas.” Pi- 
late, ſtill defirous, if poſſible, to pre- 
vent a reſolution which he conſidered 
as unjuſt and malicious, again propo- 
ſed that Jeſus ſnould be chaſtiſed and re- 
leaſed. Upon this, the reſentment of the 
Jews burſt forth into violent exclama- 
tions“ Crucify him, crucify him.“ 


As his laſt effort for the releaſe of 
this innocent ſufferer, Pilate ſo far 
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ſubmitted to the Jonas if 1 po- 
pulace, as to appoint him to be ſeourg- 


ed, and in ridicule of his ſuppoſed 5 
| pretenſions to regal power, to be 
crowned with thorns, and treated with 
other marks of ludicrous contempt. D 
5 Hoping that by this time the rage of 
the Jews was appeaſed, he again ven- 
| tured to ſpeak in his behalf, declaring, 


that he found no fault in him. But 


the Jewiſh prieſts, magiſtrates, and 
people, perſiſted with malignant ob- 
ſtinacy in their demand, that he ſhould | 
be crucified; and even proceeded ſo 
far, as 10 intimate to Pilate, that in 
releaſing the priſoner he would be li- 
able to puniſhment as. an enemy to 
Cæſar. This laſt circumſtance ſtag- 
gered his reſolution, and induced him, 
contrary to his real ſentiments, to ac- 


quieſce in their ſentence ; not however 


without declaring his diſapprobation 


of the meaſure, by ſaying, © Behold I 


am 


ah; 
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| am innocent of the blood of this juſt | 
py 5 tee 4 to It. ” 20 55 


II HROUGH gabe ha of this belt; 


ö ing {cene, our Saviour diſcovered a de- 


gree of compoſure and firmneſs, becom- 


ing the innocence and dignity of his 


character. No bitter invectives againſt 


his accuſers, no diſcontented murmur- 
ings at the bitter cup appointed him, 


fell from his lips. He was led as a 


lamb to the laughter, and as a ſheep | 
before her ſhearers is dumb, ſo he 
opened not his mouth: when he was 


reviled, he reviled not again; when 


be ſuffered he threatened not; but 
committed himſelf to him that Judg- 


eth en fly.” 


ne now, behold the gracious da- 


viour of the world, led as a condemn- 
ed criminal to the place of execution, 
yO by FE wicked hands crucified and 


lain.“ 
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main With two con, ho A 


| had been fentenced to crucifixion for 
capital crimes, ſee him ſuffering the. 
lingering anguiſh of this cruel death. 


In the midft of his tortures, hear the 


unfeeling populace, and even the 
rulers and prieſts, deriding and in- 
fulting him—* He ſaved others, him- 
ſelf he cannot fave; if thou be the 
Son of God come down from the 
croſs.” In this ſituation, ſo ſhock- 
ing to every (celing of humanity, 
_ obſerve this innocent and merito- 
rious ſufferer retaining his forti- 
tude, and eminently diſplaying his 
| benevolence and piety. Seeing his 
mother. ſtanding with John near the 
croſs, he gave her a moſt tender 
proof of his affection, by committing 
her, with his laſt breath, to the care 
and protection of his beloved diſci- 
ple. „He faith unto his mother, 
Woman, behold thy ſon: then ſaith 
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he to the diſciple, behold thy mo- 
ther.“ To one of his fellow-ſufferers, 
Who had given ſufficient evidence of _ 
bis penitence, he promiſed a place 
with him in his heavenly. kingdom. ; 
Even upon his enemies and perſecu- 
tors, he caſt an eye of mercy; and 
conſidering their ignorance and pre- 
judice as ſome excuſe for their guilt, 
he offered up a prayer to Heaven on 
their behalf; Father forgive them, for 
they. know not what they do.“ At 
laſt, when he perceived that the pow- 
ers of life were juſt exhauſted by the 
extreme anguiſh which he | had endu- 
red, he derived divine conſolations 
from reflecting, that he had now com- 
pletely executed the ſacred commiſ—- 
ſion with which he had been intruſted, 
and was entering upon his everlaſting | 
we recompence z © He ſaid, It is finiſh- 
ed.“ Then, looking up with joyful 
=4 confidence to the God: whom he had 


 faith- 
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faithfully ſerved, © he cried out, Fa- 
ther, into thy hands, I commend my 


ſpirit; and having faid TON he 8 1 
855 the ghoſt.” EE 


BxRolp, A the triumphs 
of Innocence over Perſecution —the 

_ rewards which Religion beſtows on 

her faithful votaries. And if ye wiſh, 


like your Divine Maſter, to meet 
death, in whatever forms of terror it 


may approach you, with ſerenity — 


if ye deſire to partake with him in the 
glories of his reſurrection, and the fe- 


licities of his everlaſting kingdom . 


imbibe his ſpirit; ; imitate his exam- 


ple: in life and death be faithful to 

5 your God, true to your conſcience, 
and juſt and kind to all men. You 
will then find, that religion will ſuſ- 


tain you, at that ſeaſon when every o- 


ther ſource of conſolation will fail, 
and will enable you to reſign your de- 


Parting 
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| parting ſpirits into the hands of your | 
Maker, with ac hope f full of immor- 
_ 1 8 


8 Kew innoceney, 101 take hbed 
= the thing that is right ; for that 
„ Tall 6s a man {pee at the laſt, 
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